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David Herman [0:00]
Hi, my name is David Herman. It's a 17th of September 1992.
Motek Grzmot [0:04]
My name is Motek Grzmot. I was born in the 13 of September 1926 in Poland, in a town called Sosnowiec Zagłębie Dąbrowskie, near Katowice, Upper Silesia, Oberschlesien.. My father was a shoe manufacturer. And we were not poor, but we also not not rich. We just had a flat of two rooms. And a we had a little workshop at the back way he had employed two people and himself, and it was manufacturing shoes. And it was rather like the middle of the road, United here. He went to shul. But in the morning, but in the afternoon, if you wanted to survive, he had to, he had to take his shoes, to Katowice, which is oberschlesien, which was an outlet for the shoes, if you wouldn't go on Saturday afternoon after, after they've closed the shops and get the orders. He would not have no orders for the next week. Because he was a man who davened in the morning, he could read it could read the Torah. About Bar Kochba about the Bar Kochba. He, my wife, my mother took responsibility. She took the shoes to Katowice. And I was helping out to carry the parcels. Because unless he had done that, there was no orders by Sunday were closed on my Monday at everybody always had the orders and life must be very competitive. And I remember 37,38,39.
David Herman [2:01]
What What, what is the father? Where would you wear? modern clothes or,
Motek Grzmot [2:07]
Yes, shaven modern clothing
David Herman [2:09]
Did he wear a kippah?
Motek Grzmot [2:11]
No
David Herman [2:12]
So he was a modern?
Motek Grzmot [2:13]
just a minute. Like united here. Yeah. Went to shul. But he didn't go to shul every morning. He went to shul on Shabbos and Friday night and took us took me was we and the older boy.
David Herman [2:28]
What happened to your house on a Friday night? After have you been to the service?
Motek Grzmot [2:32]
After the service we had kiddush. And the table was laid with tablecloths and candles and chicken soup, and kneidlach and gefilte fish and like a proper, proper Jewish home 
David Herman [2:51]
Did you sing Zemirot?
Motek Grzmot [2:53]
sung zemirot and I had to give him the parasha of the week. What I learned is chadar and if I didn't know it at a clip around the ear hole. I had to know every week the parasha. And but his mates were not religious. And they used to take the mickey from him when he come back from shul. You keeping up the good faith. I remember they kept on chipping at him.
David Herman [3:17]
They were Jews right?
Motek Grzmot [3:18]
Jews. they were left. Obviously left wingers are communists. And then used to come off on Yom Kippur used to say, Oh, you must be hungry. Oh I'm not very Hungry. I had a, they used to chip away. And yeah, I knew what they meant. But he wouldn't take no notice of them. But it didn't take you had a carried on his own orthodox way. And funnily enough, I, when I was I come out the camps, I didn't care much about the religious life. And then when I had the children, I realised unless I keep some some Jewish guide, they'll grow away from it altogether. So I started the practice of as soon as I got married to keep Friday night. My father would have said not doing as good as him. But I'm doing I sing zemirot and I and I recite the kiddish and they used to hate Kiddish but of course it and they moved away. They they've gone their own way and not religious anymore. None of them.
David Herman [4:19]
They still come to you on a Friday night?
Motek Grzmot [4:22]
Oh yes. Every Friday, because the two boys are not married. And the girls two girls, I've got one daughter at home the youngest. She just finished three years at Norwich, she's doing graphic art as well to come up with a bachelor degree of honours degree and in June we had got a cap and gown. She's back at home now she's looking for a job.
David Herman [4:51]
So what was your house like? Where did you Where did you live? Was it a flat? an apartment or a house?
Motek Grzmot [4:56]
It was a old house was several flats In it, we lived on the first floor.
David Herman [5:01]
And how many rooms? Did you have?
Motek Grzmot [5:02]
 Two rooms and a balcony. 
David Herman [5:05]
right did you have any brothers and sisters?
Motek Grzmot [5:07]
I had one brother, which was born Zelek. He was born in 1929. In March, in which day I remember I used to remember 40 years ago, March 1929. Then I had another brother Benek, which I think was born in December 31.
David Herman [5:29]
Right. So, so how did where did you sleep?
Motek Grzmot [5:33]
I'm afraid we all slept together. There was a double bed, and a single bed. And my father and mother slept the double bed, me and my brother, the up to the age about five or six. We slept together next set in this one you had one bedroom. And when I was a bit older, that they put a settee up at the back of the room. And the younger one come up and I was at the back of the room. But we only had this and the other one was a kitchen and sort of reception rooms. So that was that was very rich. Because I had a I had a My father had a sister and she and she lived on the on the seventh floor. No, no lift, no water. Every bucket had to be taken down. Seven floors are only running waters on the floor. They wouldn't. They couldn't afford to have it taken up there. And the poverty was terrific. Every Friday we had to buy challahs for them, because they just didn't have enough to eat, they had seven children. And it wasn't a it wasn't a man who could do anything with his hand. He said he was what he called the luft mensch, whatever went on the market he was one day he was selling frames next day was selling chickens. And most of the time his things went wrong, because he was no expert in anything. It was an artist he run away from the kichen of a pogrom that will I'm talking about my uncle my father's sister's husband.
David Herman [7:11]
Do you have any grandparents?
Motek Grzmot [7:18]
Yes, my I remember my mother's parents. I was a little boy, I must have been about three. And I was playing someone hit me here. With a wire. And it went septic and my mom took me to hospital in and this she wanted a second opinion and said no second opinion gotta be operated now and then because otherwise you'd never survive. And they operated and I survived. And they they come from a place called Działoszyce near Kielce and I remember most probably it was about three or like in a dream. It took me there and there was there were horses and there were cows that they were like a little farm in there and my grandpa I remember little men with a beard and but I remember my father's grandpa better because when I was seven he came to visit us he was a tall man. With a long white beard.
David Herman [8:26]
Religious man?
Motek Grzmot [8:28]
I don't know about religion, but I've take it my father was religious so he must have been religious. And those days most people were religious. Now I mean, I'm going back 60 or 65 years.
David Herman [8:40]
What school did you go to?
Motek Grzmot [8:43]
Jewish school
David Herman [8:44]
What tabuts?
Motek Grzmot [8:47]  
Tabuts?
David Herman [8:48]
what was the name of the school?
Motek Grzmot [8:49]
No just a school for Jewish children so it wasn't a frummer school. For anybody apparently the poles didn't want to take the Jewish children anymore in 39. So the Jewish community organised a school. It was a school not at school like you're think of it was a it was a building on this first floor. There was five rooms there downstairs was a paint manufacturer upstairs where they're making clothes. And I could only start at two o'clock in the afternoon. And if there was one shift from eight to from nine to one and we I always was going from two to five.
David Herman [9:25]
And what were you taught there?
Motek Grzmot [9:27]
We were taught everything taught in Polish.  Polish, not Yiddish. I went for Yiddish for Hebrew I went to chedar.
David Herman [9:34]
right, So was it was a political orientation to the school was Zionist school or?
Motek Grzmot [9:42]
no. If it was I don’t remember. I started school at seven and I left off and I was six and seven, 13. in 39 School finished within 1940, We didn't go to school anymore. last time I went to school was finished in probably in July. We broke up in July 39. In September the war started we never went back anymore.
David Herman [10:10]
And what was chedar like?
Motek Grzmot [10:13]
one room in his cellar, and a little shrivelled up, man, he must have been 110 with a beard and he had half a dozen pupils put it on the table that was private. My father must have paid for it. And the wife his wife was standing there washing the laundry. And if one of the pupils didn't say his parasha properly, he walloped him. And if you're if you're really walloped you hard, some of the children run away, near the bus stop and knock the bus stop over. And I remember him he's having his breakfast used to take an old vaytouch, and old bread used to beat it put salt and pepper, little old man. Wow. Oh, must have been 100 Then that's all I've remember from chedar?
David Herman [10:56]
and what did he teach you?
Motek Grzmot [11:00]
alph beis commits sal la vou. commits bais boo. commits Gimel goo. You can't forget that. That way. And the parasha of the week. And if you didn't remember the parasha G-d help you and then I had my father on Friday night. sat on his lap. Turn it over, but didn't know. For a while I dare not know. I had to know.
David Herman [11:26]
So, you learned a lot?
Motek Grzmot [11:27]
Yes. By the age of four. I could read and write. Yes. That was part of the Jewish upbringing. traditional Jewish upbringing.
David Herman [11:36]
Did you go to the youth movements? 
Motek Grzmot [11:38]
Yes.
David Herman [11:40]
Which youth movements did you go to?
Motek Grzmot [11:41]
At the age of maybe 10, 36? Probably 10. I joined the left mishugina and their left movement called the Hashomer Hatzair thats the left wing of the bachcha matam the labour party. Zionist yeah. But my father been I should have joined the right group but I think I joined the left group because my cousin's were there. Everyone, they were there. And they I thought it was a social club. we sung Zionist songs. And about Trumpeldor. I even remember the songs from when I was 10 years old. Telephone numbers. I can’t remember
David Herman [12:21]
What were the songs? Can you translate them first?
Motek Grzmot [12:25]

About Trumpeldor nafal. Trumpeledor nafal derech harim derech g'vaot Oh, no. About Trumpeldor was a Jewish Jewish mountain. And when the Arabs attacked in 1929 he got killed one of the moshavs Tel Hai. That's it. That was it. And about a
David Herman [13:01]
what else do you do with the youth movement?
Motek Grzmot [13:04]
The youth movement? 
David Herman [13:05]
What did you do? 
Motek Grzmot [13:06]
We used to go to sing songs and go dress up at the Boy Scouts? And you know, we had a special I even got to I even got to thingy ma bob with the all the members. And one of one of our one of our survived and send me from America. Send me one I wish I should have known I would have brought it. You would have seen it all the members of the cutsar they called the cutsar.
David Herman [13:26]
Did you go on camps with them?
Motek Grzmot [13:30]
Oh Yes I went on camps. 1939 I went on a camp 
David Herman [13:33]
where to go where would you?
Motek Grzmot [13:35]
Zakopane Near Zakopane the place? Yeah.
David Herman [13:37]
And what would you do there? What are you doing on the camp
Motek Grzmot [13:40]
rambles rambles and sing songs around the fireplace and all sorts of fun it was enjoyable
David Herman [13:46]
did you play football?
Motek Grzmot [13:47]
Up the mountains! played football, Football mostly and went rumbling and sang songs and hiking and had to be up during the night to make sure the flag doesn't get pinched and think when I was up some some opposition from a different Chutzar went and pinched the flag then I tried to stop them and they nicked me the their head and made my nosebleed to the middle of the night I had everybody woke up because yeah, there was change of shift I think my started about one o'clock in the morning woke me up and had to sit then watch it and some from a different Hazoni I think it was, they come to pinch the flag. And I tried to stop him and he was just stronger boy than me and I was a new tiny fella and he knocked me on the nose and made me nose bleed. being a little tiny a big nose so you didn't they didn't have a job to find it. And that was 1939 and I remember that
David Herman [14:48]
Did you enjoy those camps? 
Motek Grzmot [14:49]
Oh Yes That's the only time I ever went away from home never. My family never went on holiday.
David Herman [14:56]
Did you think about going to Israel. At the time.
Motek Grzmot [14:59]
Oh yeah. they prepared me properly had the proper preparation Zionist upbringing and the Hashomer Hatzair yes, I would have gone on to a kibbutz. 
David Herman [15:10]  
When you say they prepared you what does that mean?
Motek Grzmot [15:12]
well with all the songs and by learning Hebrew to write and to read.
David Herman [15:17]
Did you work on farms at all did they?
Motek Grzmot [15:19]
No, no now too young, of course ten eleven twelve I went to school. Now, but I have not come to England I joined when I left after I've been a recuperated from the sanatorium. I joined in a Hashomer Hatzair place in the head of hashora in Bedford. And that's where I met Hugo Green. He also came down to Bedford and I was preparing to go to Israel on Aliyah bet. And I was working on the farm I was a ploughman. And we knew we all leaving in 1947. We were all leaving. So, we had to prepare the ground. We had 100 acres of barley, we're growing barley and we had five cows. And so, the new generation take over. So, I ploughed all night because it was a wet, wet spring we couldn't get nothing and when it was dried up, we went and ploughed to get spring corn in I ploughed all night and I overdone it. And I woke up one morning said spitting blood again. So of course, I had to go to Chelmsford which was the nearest. They said that I'm afraid you'll have to stop in Bedford you got a temperature as well, a fortnight and after fortnight was better so the meantime the mean time they were going to Israel and obviously they Must have told them that he can't take that man like it is in case you have to jump the boat or anything like that. So I'm just transferred me into Quare Mead and the boys were. Moshe. Did you have any boys in the Quare Mead? Yeah, here Isaac was in Quare Mead. He was permanently in bed, Isaac. And I was in Quare Mead for a couple of years. To 1950, 48 to 50. They they would not let them except they would not let me leave. Chelmsford. I kept on going every three months for a check-up. And Chelmsford must have told them on the kibbutz, I am afraid he’s not in a state, I over done it with the ploughing. And so, they gave me then by that time Streptomycin came out in 1950. He started giving me Streptomycin. And it healed up. The calcium cultivate, the microbe can never get developed, it’s always there. So, if your body runs down that breaks, they seem to live forever. The microbe from TB.
David Herman [17:50]
going, going back? Was your father's a Zionist? 
Motek Grzmot [17:54]
No. 
David Herman [17:55]
Was he involved in politics?
Motek Grzmot [17:57]
No. everybody talked about politics.
David Herman [18:01]
But his friends were left wing.
Motek Grzmot [18:04]
Yeah, yes. Yes, the left-wing friends. But he was never Zionist. he had strong enough mind not to be he would not yield to them. You done business with them. One was a making the tops for him. And of course, you had to meet him every day. And one or two but more I think 90 90% of his friends from frummer, not frummer like Grozinscki, but united synagogue frum
David Herman [18:28]
Right. Would he take papers in the house? 
Motek Grzmot [18:30]
Yeah. 
David Herman [18:31]
What Newspapers did he get?
Motek Grzmot [18:33]
Yiddish papers
David Herman [18:33]
Yiddish Papers?

Motek Grzmot [18:33]
Not Polish, Yiddish. I could read Yiddish when I was probably six or seven was because we only had Yiddish papers we spoke Yiddish at home and polish. So I brought both upside on two languages. two languages. Nope. No problem. 
David Herman [18:48]
And Hebrews you learnt?
Motek Grzmot [18:50]
 And where Hebrew learned in in the Hashomer Hatzair
David Herman [18:55]
what was life like for your mother? 
Motek Grzmot [18:57]
What? 
David Herman [18:59]
What was life like for your mother?
Motek Grzmot [19:01]
Very hard, very very hard.  she had no washing machine. She she had to cater she had five people to cater for. And she also had to be the salesman the weekend because my father was davening on Saturday, He couldn’t go in afternoon to go. I think they left it one God will give to God will give and then one. I think there was a crisis one that year one year. He was there was no oldest and my mother decided that she had to go whatever he says. I think there was murder about it. But she went and she was a good saleswoman. She came back with orders and he kept the men going. My father was on the artistic side you could design shoes very good men with making but I don't think it was a good businessman. You had to leave that to my mom, because I think they were going skint.
David Herman [19:52]
And she was good?
Motek Grzmot [19:53]
Yes, I think so. Yeah. I don't think he interfered after that. I think i was very young. It must have been 29 and I was three or four years old, I remember I was my father actually left the house went to live with his sister. That's how that's how we didn't see him for a while. There must have been always a business on that. Take it now. I mean, child of four or five can't remember, but I can I can imagine. But then he didn't interfere anymore. He left it all. My father would go Sunday to buy the leather stocks and had it delivered and order it. But she would interfere that that was a selling he was doing it all.
David Herman [20:32]
how many Jews live in your town? Do You know? Was it half Jewish? Was it was it a big Jewish community? 
Motek Grzmot [20:39]
Considerable Jewish community. Yes. 
David Herman [20:40]
And do you remember was there? 
Motek Grzmot [20:43]
If you ever get another one from my town called Harry Olmer. 
David Herman [20:45]
We had him!
Motek Grzmot [20:47]
He’s a dentist! You had Harry Olmer! 
David Herman [20:48]
Yes!
Motek Grzmot [20:49]
 and he didn't tell you how many? He comes from Sosnowiec.
David Herman [20:51]  
he probably did, but we went interviewed to a while ago.
Motek Grzmot [20:56]
He was he was born Hutchinson and he came to live in Sosnowiec. 
David Herman [21:00]
Right. That's right. 
Motek Grzmot [21:02]
And that's he only went a couple of years ago to back. He took videos of his home he showed me the video and he probably would better remember. There were a considerable amount of jews
David Herman [21:15]
And was there a Bundist party was there?
Motek Grzmot [21:19]
I think there was Bundist. yeah a mixture of everything I know I'd say I need definitely Bundist and the right wing, left wing.
David Herman [21:25]
Did any big speakers come? I mean, some people remember for example, Jabotinsky, coming or vagin or. 
Motek Grzmot [21:30]
Uh probably because I remember my one of my mother's brothers or uncle's was Jabotinsky, who had the uniform they were wearing uniforms he was a tall fella. So it must have been must have been. Jabotinsky, beithall that they called. A left wing Beitall. I don't think you've made it made any difference. If 10,000 was organised, maybe it was killed a few Germans they still wouldn't have won the whole the whole world was fighting six years. So would have it probably killed a few Germans but all the saying you can beat the Germans. You couldn't. Because I remember, it took England five years and they were organised. And the English can organise. They can't serve as they can organise things can assure you
David Herman [22:18]
Was there a Yiddish theatre in the town?
Motek Grzmot [22:20]
Yeah, I went to see it. I saw the Dibeck. And yeah 
David Herman [22:27]
was it popular? 
Motek Grzmot [22:28]
Oh yeah.
David Herman [22:29
What was it? What was it like? 
Motek Grzmot [22:30]
Not far from me So 
David Herman [22:32]
Was it a large theatre?
Motek Grzmot [22:33]
Yes, I should think so! It could take about four or 500 people. I don't know what it was especially for yiddish place. But I think it was a municipality theatre. They could hire it. 
David Herman [22:44]
So Yiddish Theatre troops Would 
Motek Grzmot [22:46]
Yes. I remember even probably was about eight or nine maybe 10 My father took me and I remember an old man come on the stage in a red beret dressed with traditional gown. You know you Yiddish gown with a pious and apparently got the red beret. Everybody started laughing. He said yes I know you're laughing at me. But I will tell you that again. Seville Barret Baret jorge and the whole world is telling Lois I'm telling the Jewish word for beret means telling lies. So I also tell lies. Another word for beret beret is one of what the Frenchman wear it’s called a beret. In also Jewish with a double meaning a beret means a beret which you carry also, also if you are telling lies telling fibs the whole world is telling im also lying. I remember that like today.
David Herman [23:37]
And what about was there a cinema in the town? 
Motek Grzmot [23:40]
Oh, yeah. 
David Herman [23:41]
Did you ever go to the cinema?
Motek Grzmot [23:41]
Oh, yeah. I remember seeing King Kong. Shirley Temple. I could only go on after Saturday was finished. And in the wintertime. No, summertime couldn't go because my father wouldn’t let me. But we had a mikvah across the road from the cinema. And I went to the mikvah once or twice. We didn't have we didn't. we had a tap and we were advanced. We had a in room out but every bucket of water had to be taken down into the forecourt and emptied but that was an advance because to have a tap in your room with water but we didn't have it we couldn't didn't have a way to empty it. So two flights of stairs with every bucket of water.
David Herman [24:32]
What do you have many close friends?
Motek Grzmot [24:37]
in in Poland? I'm still after I'm still friends with them one to one has just come to my daughter's wedding. It discovered that was I didn't know he was in America. He discovered from somebody else. A cousin of mine in Canada was in touch with a girl that's in America and she told him and he is a quite a man in a big way in America and he was Going to Israel. So I stopped over and found me and had a reunion and then we got so friendly that I came to my daughter's wedding. And he had his 60th birthday, and I went over to New York to see him for his birthday and I stayed with him. And he was in the hashomer hatzair with me. And another one that lives in San Diego, California. He came over and looked for my daughter's wedding. I haven't seen him since 1939.
David Herman [25:29]
Did you ever non-Jewish friends in Poland?
Motek Grzmot [25:31]
Only the people I grew up with the boys in the forecourt and I remember I remember being one of them. And then one day I remember they turned against Jewish boys with a pious so I had a go at them so is why you because he’s a Jew. So am I. You’re not like them. This I remember and then it dawned on me that that they don’t like jews. Upto then I remember like today, I had to go to what you want from him what you've beaten him up for? nothing. The boy was just he was we our parents couldn't afford bicycles. But you could for as zloty of 50 Pence, you could go and hire bicycle for an hour. And there was a turf and you could run for an hour back and forward. So I remember this boy wants to hire this bicycle. And my mate which I grew up with Vadik come up and knocked him off the bike and started beating him and He wanted to take. So I said what are you're doing this for remember, this is a Jew. So I said so what is hes a jew, I am a Jew? Yeah, Nigel get out of it, your not a Jew. And I went and asked mum. When she started explain it this. I remember like today, up to that time I didn't realise it was a problem with Jews. But from day on from that from then on, I remember the that was my first lesson about antisemitism.
David Herman [27:02]
Were there any more lessons? Were there any more incidents around?
Motek Grzmot [27:05]
Yes, we had a we had a chap who worked with my father. And then he left and he joined the army become a cavalry Polish cavalry. And then he left the army and he come back and become a housekeeper in the House have in charge of the repairs. In my in. My mother was sort of you know where the boys at work for my father used to feed him or somebody you know as a friend. And then when he was a housekeeper. My mom took something down and emptied it in the drain. And he didn't like what she emptied in the drain and he had a go at her.  Started calling her Jewish and she couldn't. And she came back all red face and crushed couldn't believe it that this boy would turn against her. Then I realised that anti Semitism that's another instance that it crashed and dawned on me. But up to the then when this boy on a bicycle, I didn't realise it was a different because we were playing together children same age, didn't go to school because he went to a Polish school. But we're always playing together, and the girls must have playing together.
David Herman [28:20]
When did you first hear about the Nazis? When do you first get any information at all about what was happening in Germany? I mean, did you have a radio
Motek Grzmot [28:29]
No, that's radios are luxury. I listened to the radio. I remember listening to radio, I could go to the electricity place. They were lucky the electricity people they had a radio and I remember the Olympics and they had them listening to the Polish team. But to have a radio was a big luxury. I remember one of our neighbours upstairs it was a it was a boy must have been still lived with his parents must have been twenties this he had at one way put on your a Ears, the primitive one. And he put it let me have it put on my ears. And I was amazed listening to it. And with that today you it’s the best radio I've have seen.
David Herman [29:17]
so, when we first aware of the of the Nazis, did your family we talk about Hitler?
Motek Grzmot [29:22]
 Oh, yes. Yes, of course. They're talking about it. But that the second instance I was aware that we had we had a neighbour downstairs.  Who was repairing roads. And somehow he must have been a antisemite because all the years we lived there. My mother never talked to him. My mother was a very friendly person. So she talked to all the neighbours but she never had no business with him. And the son one day said to me when as soon as the war started, he says Motek powiedz Hi Hitler. And I said why have I got to say Hi Hitler. And he is laughing so why do you want me to do that is just Oh, he'll get rid of you soon. So I kicked him and he gave me hiding for it this I remember. This was a Pole I should say hi Hitler. I knew it was wrong to say Hi Hitler I knew that I should know by the age of 13 just I probably was already without Yes of course I did. But how the conversations went it's a bit long now to remember 45 years ago. 
David Herman [30:34]
Were you barmitzvahed?
Motek Grzmot [30:39]
No, I remember reading the portions Saturday morning. But I didn't make I was Barmitzvah there. I read my portion but we didn't make no party because it was September I was Born on September 13 and the war started on the first and on the on the on. They came into Sosnowiec on the third and everybody evacuated the town we walked for about seven miles we took everything put everything we belong in a couple of suitcases. So just to go walk for about where you couldn't know is not transport or nothing. Walk from seven. All day long. We walked it was the first picnic I've ever had with My parents. Remember sitting in a lovely day. It my mother gave us boiled eggs and bread. And they were so lovely. There's never been out with the clouds before. And we looked we went to some to some mishpahs's Stremieszyce it was about probably five six miles we were how much more could we walk with small children more than five or six miles in a day. And by time we got the Germans already in town. There was no point in going any further. And then the following day returned home again.
David Herman [31:49]
What were you trying to get to do you know?
Motek Grzmot [31:48]
we're trying to get out of the town in case you've destroyed town I suppose. obviously my parents thought there was more chance not to be so vulnerable and outside of town and in a village that it wasn't a village, it was a tiny hamlet, but Sosnowiec is a big town. Right next about seventh place called Katowice Upper Silesia which is a big that belongs to the Germans before the 1940 war
David Herman [32:15]
It’s a big industrial town, Katowice? 
Motek Grzmot [32:18]
Yes. I come from a place called the drei Kaiser aka the Austro Hungarian empire the Russian Empire and the German Empire met there called a place called Benjin? and if you live in Sosnowiec you were under the Russians. If you lived in Katowice which are three miles away or shopping it you were under Germany, Silesia and if you lived up there in Benjen? you were you under Austro Hungarian empire we'll call it drei Kaiser and Drei means three Kaiser is kings ek a corner so? that's where they're at three empires. So and Sosnowiec and we lived in Sosnowiec and Sosnowiec came under the so the people spoke Polish because it was under the under the Russians, but in Katowice the Silesians they call them Slongsaxe?. They spoke German and they spoke Polish but when they spoke Polish is like a Scotsman speaking English, you know is he just Slongsaxe. And they were faced with a German as soon as the Germans came in and the Polish army was coming back on their bicycles. they lost their horses. They kept us throwing tar on him hot tar trying to kill him. So you'll become new Germans and helped out the Germans. They were worse than the Germans. They gave him pokestoches they gave him the job to do to liquidate the Jews. They wanted to prove themselves how good they are like the German Jews wanted to prove themselves how much German they are. Ich bein ein Deutsche either way Yiddish, Jewish preservation. So he gave him Hitler showed him Ich bein ein Deutsche German jew even if they came to England with a kinder, kinder transport. They brought the children over 10-12 years old and some of them went to a place called Reading outside London. My wife comes from Reading. And, and she used to go to the shul. They met in the shul. And they were so aggressive. All they want to do, could be because they lost their parents. She hated him. She wouldn't go anywhere near it, whether they came off from the Germans because they are an aggressive nation.
David Herman [34:45]
So you walked back to the next day. On the second you walked back to the town?
Motek Grzmot [34:49]
Yeah, because by the time we got to Strzemieszyce, six miles away that the Germans come with their motorbikes, and we are surrounded by them. So we went out to our misbuchah because it gave us a room. I remember sleeping on the floor, there was no point stopping there. So, we walked back home again. But my father few months later left, left because they started taking for, for work to the concentration camps. So my father left the village where he was born, Działoszyce. And he slepted away for three months. There must have thought they're going to take my father catch him during the night. But he came back afterwards and there was talking about him going to Russia. And if you had gone to Russia, like my two cousins from my you would have survived, but he didn't. RMy two cousins went from Lemberg both to Russia. And then when the Russians approach they took him to Donbass to make to the coal mines. And one of them died in the coal mines. It was a was a foreman and one of his men was a dunce that was having trouble with equipment so tried to help him and then the shaft collapsed on him and he died. But the other one survived. He came to my daughter's wedding. He is now 75 He lives in Connecticut.
David Herman [36:11]
In the states?
Motek Grzmot [36:14]  
In the states. Connecticut. Yeah. Poughkeepsie, Poughkeepsie 
David Herman [36:20]
when was the first time that you yourself actually came into contact with the Germans? 
Motek Grzmot [36:24]
1939

David Herman [36:26]
yeah, what but was the occasion? Do you remember?
Motek Grzmot [36:29]
First The first occasion it took me one the come during the night and pick me up to go clear and snow or snowfall in 1940 so they the cootistkiminder? the Jewish organisation send the letters that they want me I was already 14 to clear snow so they picked me up to five o'clock in the morning. I had to go to Tarnow somewhere. And they gave me a big shovel and I was clearing snow all day. And they made sure I cleared if you didn't they hit overhead or before that I stood in a queue for a bakery to get bread you had to stay all night to get a loaf of bread but in the mornings they bake we were in a queue and someone went and said to me said to the policeman they said that I got out to queue which I didn't think we just had polish on antisemite they come and hit me over the head split my head in half with a trunten 
David Herman [37:25]
How did life change in in in the town did you have to wear a star?
Motek Grzmot [37:30]
Oh yeah. The white star 
David Herman [37:32]
on a armband?
Motek Grzmot [37:35]
yes and number and Magen David on top of it
David Herman [37:38]
and could you get food easily?
Motek Grzmot [37:42]
No. All food disappeared in in September. All the shops are full of food. It was all empty all shutdowns. Then they burned the synagogue the day got in they burned the synagogue. Razed it the main synagogue in the town and all the shops are mostly Jewish. all of them were shut there was no food. The only type of food you could buys on the town hall there was a town hall and people stood outside and so did I. Because my father's manufactured shoes so we had connections I used to go with one shoe. My father couldn't go my mother because they catching the gregoshce? but a little boy I was at a small I looked about 10 I was 12-13 already then 13-14 But I did look my age. stood with one shoe and if any Polish person wanted by I told him the price and if you want to do I took a shilling from him and asked him to wait and I went and got the other one and made some profit plus I sold half dozen during the day and I give mum the profit because my father couldn’t manufacture anything used to buy potatoes and mix him as flours to make bread. I remember buying and saccharin and we used to sell I used to sell them plus the crystal thing I used to sell them by their ten for a Penny for a for a grosz and a stand there sacharyna sacharyna ten for a grosz.

David Herman [39:14]
So, you sell on the street corner 
Motek Grzmot [39:16]
I had to because my father couldn't work could you go money for and you couldn't get material couldn't
David Herman [39:20]
 Could you get in trouble for that? 
Motek Grzmot [39:23]
Yeah, I should think so if they catch you I had to be streetwise. I was the only one there was lots of us all over my school. There was lots of us there
David Herman [39:32]
Lots of children doing this? 
Motek Grzmot [39:34]
All children doing it. We're getting away quicker when you're knew the holes and everything and I was supporting the family at the age of 10. But the younger one was to why the younger one was also helped he used to organise things to potatoes and turnips, from the poles we had little allotments used to used to exchange things nails give them given nails to get a couple of potatoes and bread. Not bread, bread was too luxury but turnips, I knew root root crops and he was and he is a was 29, 39 he was 11. But the little one the other man couldn't do much. He was 10 he learned
David Herman [40:20]
Did did the Germans establish the Judenrat? Judenrat the Jewish Council
Motek Grzmot [40:27]
 Yes, yes. 
David Herman [40:29]
So where the Jewish police?
Motek Grzmot [40:30]
 Oh Yes,
David Herman [40:31]
and what What were they like?
Motek Grzmot [40:34]
Well, they did the job for the Germans. They used to go and collect the Jews and send them on the evacuations. And if you didn't do that, they hit you over the head same, as the Germans.
David Herman [40:40]
And they Had truntens?
Motek Grzmot [40:41] 
Oh, yes. And they made sure that it was a German soldier that you head was split. They've done the job properly.
David Herman [40:48]
Did they wear a uniform?
Motek Grzmot [40:50]
I think they did. I think they did. To my memory. At the they had had something written on there. We knew it was a policeman. It was it was a Jewish policeman, KP Cosette Pollito, something like that. He had either, as I think a yellow we had it in white and they had it in yellow. We knew it was a policeman.
David Herman [41:20]
Did they tried to 
Motek Grzmot [41:21]
They come to collect me to concentration camp. He came during the night and picked me up and put me into whatever school and I stayed overnight. That was in 43 But our our main my main. My destruction came in on the August 42. On the 11th of August there was posted on all the houses, Jewish houses, all the houses. All the Jewish people got to assemble, in Oxford Circus will have to live there you go to Oxford Circus. By 11 o'clock. Take your best clothes, and you've been evacuated to go to work. Take children take all your suitcases but he will not be coming back here no more and by 11 o'clock we were in Oxford Circus. Then a gestapo came over and marched us over to Wembley circus to Wembley park, Wembley Stadium when you went to Wembley you knew you will never get out of there all machine guns or around it. And police and 1000s of people sitting there and every family huddled together we sat there from hot day was boiling. No drink no level? and children were crying Oh, bedlam. And about 10 o'clock at night all of a sudden it poured down with rain it did it be done after it. And then by midnight, my mother woke me up. The doc they want Dr. Brown workers, my father because he was a shoe manufacturer, so they got him to organise. Dr. Brown was like, like the one who saves all the Jews Schindler. He was an entrepreneur is to organise to get the Jewish people to repair shoes. My father was a genuine human. So, everybody said they were a shoemaker. But they weren't really shoemakers but my dad coudacommander? knew that my father was a genuine, so they got my father organised organise it. So, because I was already so he made me two years older and I was to work they knew that if you're going to be useful, so they want they want they won’t take on a evacuation. Cause evacuation started started already in January. And we were still there om august. Or half the time Jewish people already evacuated from from January onwards not January a bit later, but It think March you started.
David Herman [43:48]
Did you have any idea where they were going? 

Motek Grzmot [43:50]
Not a clue We knew weren't coming back. Where they were going we didn't know. We saw I thought I half suspected on a farm. I don't know why I think that's kidding in myself. I couldn't live with is ever going to be died there. And who knows not even the Western civilization didn't imagine you're going to build factories to where it's never happened before. Whoever thought of thing like that. There going to be factories to to murder you. And so therefore, we thought me and my father. They'll cover for my mother and the two children we did from March to to August, and then Dr. Brown shoe shop. So because there was also shops who made the tops and obviously shops have made cloth repair the clothing. And when we go up there, woman to the left and men to the right. So, they show my father oh don't take my wife all of a sudden, a gestapo man hit him over the head knocked him over. So my father, Not my father so they hit me over the head in a Yiddish a Kapo said to go on run because they're going to kill you. That's the last I saw my mother and no that's not the last. And I ran home but was my head holding with a bleeding. And I got home using one of the neighbours who lived there for my parents lived there from for 25 to 1939 15 years. But come along as a young child of 12. He's on his own, or he would come up and see see see nobody called I was by myself all night. 

David Herman [45:25]
Where was your father? 
Motek Grzmot [45:28]
I don't know. You never come home dad. And I don't know what happened to him. They split his head in it. And I couldn't go help him because they were beating me. I don't know. But he came back afterwards. Anyway, the following morning, I walked up to my school that I was going to not my school. I knew there was a school there. And I knew that taken him from the from where we were to the school. And I saw my mother's through the fence. So I said to them It was raining going out you need to pull over how should I bring the pullover? says what do I need to pull over? I don't need anything anymore. Then it occurred to me oh my gosh, she thinks she is not coming back. So I said look theres a hole down there when I made when we played get Zelek out. And within five minutes Zelek out, got through the hole came out. Said I get Benek out to the hole when he got hold of his mom's neck and he wouldn't go he said if my mom was not going and I'm not going. mom couldn't get through the hole she was too big. And the next thing I saw him in the afternoon that was in the morning in the afternoon that we're walking across to the trains to go on the coal wagons and I shouted mom, I could see my mom and my auntie with the children as well, and then I went to the  gestapo shot and missed me by the head, made a hole in the brickwork to one of the poles come and pulled me up. None of them would come and pacify me live in their 17 years. So say something to me or call me on that maybe even frightened but there was no gestapo in the house to be frightened of. None of them was. 17 years. 
David Herman [47:06]
And not a word?
Motek Grzmot [47:08]
Not a word words a child of 12 I wasn't a grown up man. Not a word. Nobody come up and give me a cup of tea or do nothing.
David Herman [47:12]
So now was your brother now with you?
Motek Grzmot [47:15]
So the three of us and the three of us stayed from August 42 to March 43. They opened the ghetto 43 we were going to we were we were taking we've taken our things to the ghetto 
David Herman [47:30]
between August 42 and March 43
Motek Grzmot [47:33]
I lived the same house though
David Herman [47:34]
 what did you do?
Motek Grzmot [47:35]
 Nothing I didn't do nothing.
David Herman [47:37]
 You didn't go to work? 
Motek Grzmot [47:39]
No, there was no work. What work? I don't know how I live. I don't remember
David Herman [47:43]
Well you don't remember how you got where you got food from?
Motek Grzmot [47:46]
My father used to organise it I don’t know how maybe organise myself I can't remember how. I didn't work.
David Herman [47:53]  
 How many other Jews were left?
Motek Grzmot [47:55]
Well, there was still enough to make a ghetto
David Herman [47:58]
Right so there was still a Jewish police force?
Motek Grzmot [48:00]
And they day that they move into the ghetto. They come during the night and took me away. But my father and my other brother went to the ghetto. And when I was in and Blechhammer I had for Pesach, Pesach 44 I went to the I was taken to the Sachsenheim. I had a food parcel my Pesach from my father. I don't know how he managed it. They were told you know. I see because I went to march in April I had a month later I had not to following year in 44 My father wasn't alive I don't suppose in March you see I don't remember 43. In March I went to Heydebreck and then Heydebreck I had parcel for Pesach. Pesach was in April for my father. I don't know how he managed it. But somehow he had connections in which which camp I was. Anyway, it wasn't sent by post. It was through my friend of my father all of a sudden come up and give me a parcel of food. so he knew so I knew my father was still in a ghetto.
David Herman [49:39]
Just Just to go back a little bit in that period between August and March. You were just living at home?
Motek Grzmot [49:45]
Yeah. 
David Herman [49:47]
Did you, where your friends still there?
Motek Grzmot [49:49]
We scavenged. who was there? 
David Herman [49:50]
Where any of your friends still alive? Any of your friend some youth youth movement or?
Motek Grzmot [49:57]
Probably. What, Some, most of them already they got into taking in concentration camp, probably, but nobody had time for friends. Every day was a struggle to live through.  
David Herman [50:08]
So, you're not just looking for food all the time?
Motek Grzmot [50:10]
Looking for foods all the time and sleep and worrying when you're going to get the next next time, they and were to hide overnight. 
David Herman [50:16]
You had to hide?
Motek Grzmot [50:17]
There was no social life and everything was disorganised, 
David Herman [50:20]
Did you hide a lot?
Motek Grzmot [50:22]
 I used to hide in I used to hide there was a very famous Polish, young capoeira?, he was called Polish singer who can be very popular before the war. And he lived in he came from Sosnowiec and in the house where he was born, but nobody left become like a museum like Frunkie borne here and he you know, everybody knew of young capoeira? and I used to be sworn to the to the woman and I used it because people knew there was nobody there so I used to go and hide there and I knew when when we knew that there was going to be during the night or suspected I used to go hide with my father sleeping in there was an empty house. We broke through a back door we lived on not far. 
David Herman [51:10]
Did you ever think about running away? 
Motek Grzmot [50:12]
running where? we was nowhere to run the Germans were everywhere. Where were you going to run Czechoslovakia the Russians, they were the wherever were was you gonna run was nowhere to run. And the Poles only to glad to come, people running to the forest. The Poles used to come during the night the not to ordinary Pole but the boot boys and had a drink up and then they went up during the night and got up scotenserver? half a dozen Jews and took him to get gestapo got to find what he eats he 30 quid right? Just for fun. When people used to escape him because he didn't want to go to the camp to the camps or send away to Auschwitz. We suspected we didn't suspect it as gas chambers. I didn't know that till after the war. But we knew it was no blooming good because the way the way they took him them to trains to where we were herded like animals, we never knew anybody coming back either.
David Herman [52:07]  
Did you ever find out where your mother and father were taken?
Motek Grzmot [52:10]
Well, I knew the transport was went to Auschwitz read it up in there. And the books I have never been backs to Auschwitz never had the guts, dondala? went. I never had the guts to. If I have a holiday once a year. That's not going to be no holiday and I needed to recuperate.
David Herman [52:32]
So, tell us how they finally caught up with you. It was a Jewish police that caught you
Motek Grzmot [52:39]
Yes, you just came during the night and knocked on the door and the ghetto. they knew were everybody lived
David Herman [52:44]
You were already inside the ghetto by this time?
Motek Grzmot [52:47]
Yes, I was inside the ghetto only for about a week I think it was just the inside ghetto. And that was in March, and I think that in July so you three months later they liquidated the ghetto all together just come into him all out and send them away to to wherever they send them away to Auschwitz I suppose.
David Herman [53:04]
 Your brother and father I Suppose?
Motek Grzmot [53:08]
Now I after the war I wrote to the poles who lived in our house to one I was brought up with his parents answered me back to my brother never went to the ghetto. But he was shot on the way get into my food to my father on the fence. They shot him. It was getting 
David Herman [53:20]
He was smuggling food? 
Motek Grzmot [53:21]
smuggling food to my father and they shot him on the fence so they they told me if I went to Sosnowiec, I suppose one of these days I don't I hope it's not too late. I'll have further dig but at my age of 66 There can't be many of them left now. I never had the the energy too. Well, it's still rough. It's sick. It's 40 years but it's still hurts. And when I was 20 was still hurting worse than it is now. You'd never forget you never forget.
David Herman [54:00]
So, the policeman came in the middle of the night and where it is he was taking you?
Motek Grzmot [54:04]
he took us to a to a Jewish police place and put that put me in a hole downstairs. And in the morning, they took us away and put us into into a school and from there onto the cattle trains into a concentration camp 
David Herman [54:19]
and how many of you were there?
Motek Grzmot [54:20]
 Oh, hundreds or 1000s Everything was full
David Herman [54:23]
On the train on many where on there
Motek Grzmot [54:24]
Packed together on a coal cattle train
David Herman [54:30]
and all boys, all men?
Motek Grzmot [54:31]
all man, no woman. Woman separate and I never seen a woman. I haven't seen a woman from 43 to 45, two years!
David Herman [54:37]
and how long was the journey. This is in 1943 
Motek Grzmot [54:40]
43 Yes, March. Yeah, 
David Herman [54:41]
how long was the journey? How long did it take?
Motek Grzmot [54:46]
I don't know how long it took from Sosnowiec to Heydebreck Which is somewhere in Silesia. Yeah. I Don't know where Heydebreck is
David Herman [54:56]
Where is Heydebreck is it in Germany, or?
Motek Grzmot [54:59]
Yes, near Blechhammer. It was under the command of Auschwitz. It wasn't Auschwitz but it was under the command of Auschwitz. 
David Herman [55:05]
So, it was like one of the satellite camps?
Motek Grzmot [55:08]
 Yes. And we were we I used to work on a Tiefal(GERMAN)?  digging digging holes. pushing trolleys
David Herman [55:17]
Tell me your first impression when you arrived in the camp?
Motek Grzmot [55:21]
Bedlam I couldn't believe it. I saw I saw people that were taken from Holland and and France and they were walking skeletons. And all of a sudden it dawned on me I say oh my g-d. Am I gonna look like this? I Remember like that. And a few weeks time. Why actually walking skeleton there was no meat on it and nothing they just walked about. I was sick to the stomach, sick and eventually just goes on you. You don't take any more notice. At five o'clock in the morning, it was a Appell and it was one shower room you could have, not shower room a round thing where the water come up in the tap not the shower. You could wash your face used to splash my face and put a wooden dutch Kloppers on and we walked to the tefal? to take the push the little trolleys
David Herman [56:31]
Did, where you given a uniform to wear or did you still wear your old clothes?
Motek Grzmot [56:36]
No, they gave you they gave you, the clothes from Auschwitz used to come beautiful coats and all that I never had such clothes in my life well actually the S.S sent because they're made use of us to do things for the we were next to Buna to the petrol station. We dug holes, dug holes and put them on little trolleys and pushed him along probably cementation I don't know what I done it for for about a year.
David Herman [57:10]
So, let's go through this is systematically you used to get up in the morning at five o'clock and explain to us what Appel is?
Motek Grzmot [57:21]
You stand in, You stand all lined up and the Jewish Kapo calls your name out and you gotta say Jawohl you've got to say number ein­hundert­vier­und­achtzig­tausend­sechs­hundert­drei­und­achtzig 
David Herman [57:34]
so, you were given a number when you arrived in the camp?
Motek Grzmot [57:36]
 Yes the you they could not call you by the name call you by the number and number ein­hundert­vier­und­achtzig­tausend­sechs­hundert­drei­und­achtzig so they knocked it off.
David Herman [57:42]
 show the number for the camera. right so you just you just out here
Motek Grzmot [57:53]
ein­hundert­vier­und­achtzig­tausend­sechs­hundert­drei­und­achtzig I haven't forgotten it in 45 years if you did it every morning you can't forget
David Herman [58:00]
how many people were counted?
Motek Grzmot [58:02]
Several hundred there was a big Barack double bunks must have been four or 500 people there
David Herman [58:08]
and how long did the Appell last?
Motek Grzmot [58:10] 
Maybe an hour. And if anybody was missing, they went up to find out brought them out and beat them up or if someone was hiding away anywhere. There was always something somewhere with some trouble some people used to go out to electric wire and and electrocute themselves on purpose. The elderly man I remember.

David Herman [58:31]  
was it suicide?
Motek Grzmot [58:33]  
It was a friend he wasn't a friend he lived in the same house and as my auntie and I remember an old man he used to be a porter and for pesach we used to change we didn't have mattresses we had straw and once a year we used to buy buy buy in a year's time the straw was so loose we had to buy new straw fresh straw so we used to go and buy then used to carry it home for my mom the straw was used to shove shove it in the mattress like instead of mattresses we used straw. And he was he was porter a strongman and by I suppose he was only 50, 50 something 40/50 by looks at you know cause I was only 13 he looked like a old man to me. And one day I went to a pilra? and they were saying on the wire he went against the wire, and I always associated with old men because it was 40 years old he was an old man do it but they didn't occur to me I would do it. Never. I was a survivor somehow. It's it's I suppose it's in your upbringing. I had, At no time did I want to commit suicide but I had several near ones because if you were ill, they just take you away and once a week. A boil started coming out on just on the awkward place here. A boil came out and I couldn't move my wrist for the malnutrition and boil near and I couldn't bend down and of course you had to bend down for the shovel so I was frightened I knew that I used to hide it never never told it to anybody you don't know you didn't know who you're talking to you don't know you couldnt trust anyone after this big hiding I had I can't remember complaining but I must have the Shieldmakers? they must have had the impression that I that I must have got the jives from from somewhere I must have compromised because I can't remember it that's why I had this hiding I never forgot the hiding.
David Herman [1:00:36]  
 Tell us about this hiding
Motek Grzmot [1:00:38]  
Well the studemiester? complained to the Kapo the Jewish Kapo.
David Herman [1:00:41]  
Who the stoodMarstier?
Motek Grzmot [1:00:42]  
 one of the one of the Jewish people that were in my stubbel? there was 30. He must he must have complained to the Kapo, I am an un-orderly or I spoke out of term or G-d knows I can't remember what it was. Anyway,  pull me out put me on there and there was an SS Men standing there and he gave me the biggest I've ever seen how they got up I was bleeding all over the place
David Herman [1:01:02]  
 Did he hit you with a truchon?
Motek Grzmot [1:01:05] 
 Truchon Yes. you walk about what you what you what you take to the to the to an animal shelter, that sort one.
David Herman [1:01:16]
and he was Jewish this Kapo?
Motek Grzmot [1:01:17]  
Oh Yes
David Herman [1:01:18]
Do remember his name?
Motek Grzmot [1:01:20]
No and glasses short man I can't at a time I knew his name but now I can't remember the name anymore.
David Herman [1:01:30]
and you got up after you've beaten up
Motek Grzmot [1:01:35]
I think somebody helped me to get up and took me to my thing and I laid on the thing for for quite a while until there was an Apell. At Apell and then I had to get up but must be strong to survive that
David Herman [1:01:47]
Were you cut and bruised?
Motek Grzmot [1:01:49]  
Beaten to smithereens and and I was unlucky because the SS, SS men watching because the SS men was watching he made a better job of it I could make a job so because I had plenty food they gave him food to keep us used just as butts so they had more food than we had 
David Herman [1:01:17]
The Kapos had more food? 
Motek Grzmot [1:02:05]
yes and they were dressed with boots Polished they got all the boys to polish their boots and clean their clothes and dentists to do repair do their repairs. they used the same dentists the the SS the Kapos. There was only three Kapos.
David Herman [1:02:21]
Did they sleep in the same barracks as you?
Motek Grzmot [1:02:25] 
No, I think there's a there's a separate barrack 
David Herman [1:02:30]
So, after after apell that finished where you given any food?
Motek Grzmot [1:02:35]
a portion of bread you have like that and 
David Herman [1:02:40]
butter, margarine with that?
Motek Grzmot [1:02:43]
And probably margarine not butter they would done as a favour if they did give us butter. And probably some drink I can’t remember really some drink we walked walked off to the to the schtiel? 
David Herman [1:03:01]
How long did the walk take you?
Motek Grzmot [1:03:02]
the walk was it was half an hour's walk or
David Herman [1:03:05]
Who where you guarded by?
Motek Grzmot [1:03:07]
The SS
David Herman [1:03:08]
They were German SS?
Motek Grzmot [1:03:10]
Oh yes, German SS one at the front one at the back and the Jewish Kapo walking on the side. Making sure that you didn't step out of the step out you fell down they pick you up and one look at you and if you're thought you, you're feigning it may give you a blooming good hiding. If you didn't let you leave then then they probably pick you up took You straight to Auschwitz. Well, they put you they put you and took you back to the camp and you lay there but whatever. I never I never knew we knew that was the end of it. Dropped you in a room down, no food or nothing. You just lay there the trek die down or something. So once a week the lorry used to come up and pick him up,
David Herman [1:03:51]
so, you got to work and you were digging is that right?
Motek Grzmot [1:03:55]
Digging yes, put in the put it onto a little trolley, what they call these little trolleys, you push him, you see the convict?

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]David Herman [1:04:00]
 Yeah, 
Motek Grzmot [1:04:00]
same thing. And the work was hard and, and, and it was a wet, it was cold, it was cold, wet. And these kloppers I got so sore, eventually I could hardly walk. And then one day, they announced the Jewish Kapo and annouced that them. technicians are wanted to plumbers to insulate pipes. But G-d help you if you're not a plumber. You will be shot on the spot or taken away. Taken away, you know where you may end, I was a very low and I could not walk anymore. I had no strength, the ones who will work in the factories. They wished to meet French soldiers and usually get bits of bread and bits of chocolate this I could see they're surviving better. But we had no, we were not meeting with anybody. We just isolate so I said this is it. Whatever happen, happens, it can't be any worse. I going to I'm going to die here just the same. I was very, very low. What with the boys and everything. So, I put my name down. And I knew that was his death sentence if I if if they find out and some stroke of luck, I don't know he was watching over me. They assigned me to a Frenchman. Of course, he didn't speak Yiddish, he did speak a polish. And that Frenchman was sympathetic. And they gave me some glass wall insulating pipes, glass wall. And I can't remember we had gloves or not. It was glass walls. And it gave me a cover. And I had to put a gave me a machine to tighten the and then cut it off. Showed me how to do it. Just about had enough strength to do that. And I got away with it. Because if they would have got me into somewhere to make something I, wasn't I wasn't a plumber. I wouldn’t know.
David Herman [1:05:45]
how, how late when you worked when you work? Just when you were digging? Did you used to have any lunch? Did they bring you any food at lunchtime?
Motek Grzmot [1:05:55]  
I can't remember. I expect I must have must have had something
David Herman [1:06:00]
Soup or something.
Motek Grzmot [1:06:01]  
I cant remember
David Herman [1:06:04]
 And then What time would you work to in the evening?
Motek Grzmot [1:06:05]
Probably about 4:30. And then when it was dusk we always walking home. At Daybreak we're walking out and then when it was dusk we were walking home if there was any breaks lunch I can't remember absolutely no memory.
David Herman [1:06:23]  
Tell me what it was like what the barrack was like? What was it? Like? Was it made of wood? 

Motek Grzmot [1:06:27]
Yes, yeah. It must have been must have been. There must have been horses in there they took the horses out. And they put bunks in to two in a bunk, one on top and one at the bottom. The old bunks.
David Herman [1:06:43]
 and how many people would it hold?
 Motek Grzmot [1:06:45]
I should think 300.
David Herman [1:06:46]
Ah. So, it was crowded.  
Motek Grzmot [1:06:47]
Yes. And one and the Jewish people organise themselves. The frummer was sitting got got got to know each other and sit on one end. And I Remember 43 Yom Kippur. They made it they davened. They didn't have anything but they davened from from memory. 
David Herman [1:07:06]
Did they fast?
Motek Grzmot [1:07:06]
I heard them chanting on the other end, they didn't ask me they didn't think I was from frum enough. But the frummers knew each other. And I remember them chanting, and I knew so. And I couldn't hear Kol Nidre, I knew it was. That's how I knew it was Rosh Hashannah I wouldn't have known otherwise. Because there was no social and intercompany with anybody
David Herman [1:07:26]
 No? 
Motek Grzmot [1:07:29]
But after this I wouldn't talk to anybody anymore, I shut up I closed and completely after deciding that was the end of it. 
David Herman [1:07:33]
So, you'd come back at night and just go to sleep.
Motek Grzmot [1:07:37]
Well, whatever they're supposed to have queued up to get the to get to drop of, drop a soup, whatever you got. And you had soup you went to sleep and went down on your on your bunk and that’s it.

David Herman [1:07:46]  
and you wouldn't speak to anybody?
Motek Grzmot [1:07:48]  
No, not afterwards especially me. I shut up. I never made no, no friends or nothing silly, because I suspected someone said something. I can't remember I said I must have said something. And yet one hiding is enough to last you for a lifetime. You go how I survived it. I don't know. I didn't break any ribs or nothing. Everything was sore I could hardly move when there was only young boy of 15
David Herman [1:08:14]
You said your father sent you a parcel?
Motek Grzmot [1:08:16]
A parcel, yes In Pesach 43
David Herman [1:08:19]
 What was in the parcel do you remember? 
Motek Grzmot [1:08:22]
Yes, plava cake and Matzahs, a piece of cheese. 
David Herman [1:08:30]
So, it must be like manna from heaven. 
Motek Grzmot [1:08:32]
yes, so the ghetto was still functioning in. I think the ghetto finished in July but in April, it was just begun. It was still functioning,
David Herman [1:08:40]
and the Kapos and the Germans allowed you to receive the parcel?
Motek Grzmot [1:08:42]
No, they didn't know that was somehow organised under the that friend of my father, he must have been a professional when you must have worked in a factory. He must have met some poles. And my father must have known where this transport went then he send it to the post to there because that was completely out to the blue. It's a parcel from the father I couldn't believe it was in tears. When I thought they was all finished. I knew my mother. I suspected my mum was finished but the because I was after my mother went in October August 42 to March we there was no more communication so I knew that was the end of it. We didn't say it, but we suspected it.
David Herman [1:09:30]
by this time did you know about the death camps?

Motek Grzmot [1:09:35]
we didn't know there were deaths factories I didn't know that after the war but I knew that when you went there you never come back. I expected you they work your hard and like the concentration camp but they take you to a factory and burn you alive I didn't know this gas you alive like rats this we didn't know till didn’t know till after the war and even with anybody in the camp did know they didn't talk about it for simple reason I probably they knew what happened to me it probably happened to others this as well. That was my lesson then it may be that's what it got me through the war I never spoke to anybody I was a unit on his own didn't trust anybody didn't speak to anybody I was a little animal I was wounded and drawn in and I was drawn in no communication whatsoever. Then this carried on into, so I was at first there was in Sachsenhausen that was Durchgangslager a camp where you get transferred to other camps durchgehen means going through and then they transferred me to me to Blechhammer where I done the installation of the pipe insulation. And then in January all sudden during the night up we walk we walk to Gross Rosen.
David Herman [1:10:50]
This is in 1944?
Motek Grzmot [1:10:52]
44, The Russians started advancing and then to walk to Gross Rosen. 
David Herman [1:10:57]
What was that like?  
Motek Grzmot [1:11:00]
Oh G-d. That was another nightmare. Three quarters died. The snow was up to your knees. And we walked day and night and during the night they used to put us into a barn and one day I managed to get a pair of shoes somehow, I don't know after the clogs took my shoe off my whole my toe come on the shoe frostbitten bitten.
David Herman [1:11:20]
it came off?
Motek Grzmot [1:11:21]
and yes yes come on. I didn't feel nothing It was absolutely without feeling I managed as I couldn't put the shoe back normal. tore my shirt off and made a bandage put it around it and I walked out the shoe from there on. I couldn't put it back he was a tight shoe. I would have been better off with a klopper because I could have done so I walked with one shoe. In the snow one night I remember was dark all the sudden we heard shots and I wasn't quite near was about in the middle of the column. And everybody started backing out they thought they're gonna shoot them properly. And the Gestapo started shouting not to back out not to back out and he shot two or three who were backing out and apparently that was it was false alarm. Apparently the the other one who took another group. They lost each other. He was shooting to let him where he is. But if somebody's going to shoot they would have shot us all there. And eventually we got there but lots of people got shot because he started running away they thought they're shooting they're shooting there. And when we got to the barn we had to stay or again we got there in the morning so they get to this other place. We stayed there all bloomin nights where there was no room to get in. Eventually I got in into a forecourt now. I collapsed I fainted, and I had a relative some relation of mine pick me up and took me we will move him over they've been trodden down there because everybody wants to go up the loft to get warn.  He pulled me up and I survived because of them I fainted from exhaustion.
David Herman [1:12:51]
How many people or how many people were on this march?
Motek Grzmot [1:12:55]
Oh a few thousand must started the whole camp was evacuated 
David Herman [1:12:59]
and how many made it?
Motek Grzmot [1:13:00]
G-d knows probably most of us. Three quarters died
David Herman [1:13:05]
Three quarters died on the way?
Motek Grzmot [1:13:08]
The conditions were were atrocious no food all freezing no. in pyjamas no shoes. 
David Herman [1:13:13]
How long how long march take?
Motek Grzmot [1:13:13]
Oh, I can’t remember now.
David Herman [1:13:18]
 was it a week?
Motek Grzmot [1:13:22]
 I Put it down in 45, I would have remembered but now. I wonder If I put it down here
David Herman [1:13:30]
You should explain what this what this is.
Motek Grzmot [1:13:32]
When I was in England and I was I because I acquired TB, I was taken to a sanatorium in Ashford, Kent and while I was in the sanatorium a reporter came from the local paper from Ashford and said, Would you like us to tell your life story of our paper I said certainly they ought to know. And I told them my language with the best English I could and she translated it and wrote an article she sent me a copy of it. And in it of course being only three months after the war I could remember better than I can remember now what where we talking about?
David Herman [1:14:13]
The March, how long the march took?
Motek Grzmot [1:14:32]
Walking there during concentrated air attacks, I had many escapes from this, I think you ought to read this. Should I read it? First of all I made it like a letter to a friend I haven't seen since before the war. First of all, I want to let you know that I am well and healthy this fact causes me lack of happiness. After so many months of laying motionless in bed to go out again, into the fresh air. I must explain because when I was released, I was not conscious. I had typhus and TB and everything else. And the first I remember the Russians made, there are so many hundreds of thousands and the Russians made field hospitals. And I was one of them 10 field hospital.
David Herman [1:15:17]
I don't read this now. Because we'll come we'll come to that in a second. I think, I read it before I think you said was yeah, there you go. Four weeks. 
Motek Grzmot [1:15:32]
I recon it took four weeks, 
David Herman [1:15:34]
the march took four weeks, Did you get any food at all on that?
Motek Grzmot [1:15:39]
during the night. Whenever the term came from off your wagon no matter whether, it's two o'clock in the morning and go middle of the night they come along and gave you something 
David Herman [1:45:48]
Right
Motek Grzmot [1:15:50]
and one night I remember sitting on the wagon huddling they came along with soup and picked my mouth it was the bottom, and it was a lump of salt a little bit it was put there deliberately or what or g-d fathers because she was so starving and nothing's two or three days every two or three days they turned up. So I drunk up this soup and after which I was dying to drink and I got off the wagon and I don't know how I had the strength to get off the wagon because I was so weak to get on wagon was an effort and I was eating grass the grass was wet all like drinking water and I managed to get back on the wagon that was on the journey from from that wasn't now that was already on the journey from Buchenwald to Theresienstadt Because to Buchenwald we walked there was no wagons.
David Herman [1:16:45]  
Okay, so your walking to Gross Rosen so let's go back to where we were. You were you were marching. You marched Gross Rosen?
Motek Grzmot [1:16:55]  
Marched to Gross Rosen. 
David Herman [1:16:57]
What was it like when when you arrived Gross Rosen?
Motek Grzmot [1:17:00]
It was a nightmare that I thought we were dead. We thought we had beds in in Blechhammer. But there was a hotel compared with Gross Rosen.
David Herman [1:17:06]
Explain to us why?
Motek Grzmot [1:17:08]
Gross Rosen was a was a was a old established camp. It was before the war and they had their own prisoners and what we were there was extra they didn't know where to put us. So we were sleeping in the open yards. And to keep yourself warm. You found some old cement bags and you cover yourself over against the frost. Because it was January.
David Herman [1:17:30]
So, you were sleeping outdoor?
Motek Grzmot [1:17:32]
Outdoors there was no room the rooms were the there was no the barracks were full with their own prisoners. And all the others came from other all the other camps were coming up from where the Russians were advancing. I remember sleeping for days with a cupboard open the cement bags and during the day I put to cement bags down myself to keep myself warm and at night to sleep on it. When they got wet used to be stiff in the morning as it was cement it was a nightmare. And if you're lucky to get near near any food, used to give out food but had people had to fight for it to get to it.
David Herman [1:18:05]
Amongst amongst other prisoners?
Motek Grzmot  [1:18:06]
Yes, you were to be in the queue to get it in. But if you got up there there was no food there was no food because everything was disorganised. In Blechhammer at least you knew your everybody had the portions and knew there was 300 prisoners. Nobody was going was going to take the portion of the other because you wouldn't have any we knew that. But down it was impersonal. It was just a fight. If you were to were unlucky finished before you get nothing that was a Oh, that was already the that was an eye opener after that.
David Herman [1:18:42]
Did you have to fight for food?
Motek Grzmot [1:18:44]
Yes of course. I mean, if you didn't get there you didn't get nothing getting get nothing that's the end of it
David Herman [1:18:48]
Where these fights violence?
Motek Grzmot [1:18:51]
Yes of course that by then there was no Jewish anymore. There was all the whole world was a Russian ex-prisoners of war Ukrainians. Italians from all over the world there were and different language like the tower of Babel. Everybody was speaking talking in different languages. And if somebody was in charge, and I realised that it's one of theirs, as if, if a Ukrainian was giving out the food and he realised you're Ukrainian, he used to give you the extra bit extra but if you if you're Jewish, and if you didn't like Jews, he made sure you didn't get much. So we being Jewish and looked Jewish, always had the worst part of it. I always looked Jewish you could never I got no problem was antisemite because people don't talk about Jewish, they see me because I'm Jewish, I look Jewish. And I sound Jewish. So, people who don't look Jewish, they got more problems with that. It's one protection I had. So, I always get I always had the worst the worst of it. Jewish people were never somehow in charge of the foods I always used to give it to the Ukrainians or the white Russians or the Russian prisoners. This French sometimes we had to had French as well. The whole world was there. 
David Herman [1:20:08]
Did you have to work at this camp?
Motek Grzmot [1:20:09]
No, there was no more work. 
David Herman [1:20:11]
So, what were you doing? just sitting around?
Motek Grzmot [1:20:13]
Yes. And that was a bone of a skeleton by then. By the time I got to Buchenwald was really a skeleton, I was so little put me into kinderheim. 
David Herman [1:20:22]
What's the kinderheim?
Motek Grzmot [1:20:24]
 where were all the children under the age of 16 where kept there.
David Herman [1:20:26]
This is in Buchenwald?
Motek Grzmot [1:20:27]
Buchenwald. Yes. 
David Herman [1:20:30]
Lets just wait a second 
Motek Grzmot [1:20:31]
are you still talking about Gross Rosen?
David Herman [1:20:33]
How long where you in Gross Rosen for?
Motek Grzmot [1:20:35]
Not Long, About four weeks.
David Herman [1:20:37]
All this time you were outdoors?
Motek Grzmot [1:20:39]
Outdoors yes. There was no room inside because the all the other columns came before.
David Herman [1:20:45]
And was it
Motek Grzmot [1:20:47]
There I was all the time outdoors. As the columns as they dispersed and moved them on, then you as you went into it into a barrack.
David Herman [1:20:58]
What was your health like at this time? 
Motek Grzmot [1:21:00]
Health?
David Herman [1:21:01]
You were a skeleton was did you suffer from typhus at this time?
Motek Grzmot [1:21:05]
Not yet. Not yet. Not yet that that developed. I just had another five months ago yet there was only January. 
David Herman [1:21:14]
So, this was January 45.
Motek Grzmot [1:21:15]
Yes, and then I had to, we got in and then I had to go to and then I got to Buchenwald probably in March in March 45. 
David Herman [1:21:28]
So how do they take you to Buchenwald? Do you have to walk again?
Motek Grzmot [1:21:31]
We went by trains. Yeah, I don't think we will fit any more to walk anymore. There was nothing of us at the beginning we were still fit by, by the by, by by three months later without foods with that nobody would have walked to Buchenwald they could have shot us there and then. So they put us in coal wagons and we went in when we got to Weimar, which is a place near Buchenwald you heard of Weimar Republic? The planes came over the were American or English planes and started bombing they thought we were soldiers. And one one of the bombs fell not far from the train where we stood there that on sidings waiting to go into Weimar, and it blew up a barn and I was sitting with Moshe Nortman in the same wagon And Moshe somehow ended up you always had a good organisation a organise he had enough koyach in his body to get off the wagon and he got to the barn and he somehow managed to him in a couple of Ukrainians. The Ukrainians were the biggest organises you managed to get a knife in took a lump off a horse of a horse meat a horse got killed in the bomb must have been in the barn and he brought the lump with him, but Ukrainians were chasing them. So instead of giving them a chucked them over the wagon I got it. So, I got hold of it and I hid it. And they took when they come in to look for it. It took one look at me I must have looked a skeleton. Moshe tells me he says I didn't think you'd survive like, you look the real skeleton and most Muselmann I knew I didn't have to strength even to get up. And I sat on it but and then the following day and they hit Moshe over the head to if you looked at Moishe. Here's got the lump here. And I told him were his lump come from he forgot that I said I remember that lump. He was bleeding profusely but he got he had the koyach to get on the wagon and he sat with one of our boys called Moniek Szajnzicht? and he been here as an accountant. A Moniek, Michael Preston he calls himself a he will be probably coming Michael Preston he is an accountant in Kenton town and It Michael Preston Moniek. Noticed that I got it and he told him. So huddled up to me says, this, flies if you're sick of it, because he knew they're watching him. Anyway, after a couple of days, I was sitting on it. And I said to him, don't worry, they'll be good because I remember reading about the cost, the tartans they were riding they sitting on the, on the meats, and he was getting soft on the on the horses, as that'd be very good. And after a couple of days, he huddled up to me sat next to me. And he managed to get a knife. I don't know how he managed it he was an organiser. He was mishugina but he knew how to look after him. So, if we take lumps of and used to eat raw meat is to get bit to Michael. But nobody must watch it or got to watch it kept myself alive. It kept us over that was raw meat for, for I told him. I said don't worry, you won't get the tartan juice to eat it. Then it was infected. I know God knows; we eat it was nothing else to eat. 
David Herman [1:24:32]
So,  it must have been quite a big lump of meat?
Motek Grzmot [1:24:35]
Big lump he cut off; he had a knife as well. They wanted to take away from me. That's why they hit him and he wouldn't let them it is last. And every time I remind him of him I says I know where you got that hole. He couldn't Remember, I told and reminded and he remembered afterwards. Because a thing like this you won't forget there was such a manna from heaven all of a sudden, a lump of meat comes to you!
David Herman [1:24:54]
that must have kept you alive then that lump of meat?
Motek Grzmot [1:24:56]
yes. Eventually, when we arrived in Buchenwald they took us to some other people who are still like, or still fit like Moishe, that marched them out to Schlieben to do more work. But I they put me amongst the kids so thought I was probably going to die. And then I remember one day they asked me undress myself. And we stood there in a queue in the freezing cold. And someone was looking must have been the doctor looking at us if I suppose saying that he's still fit to go marching. But they never sent me on marching, I was there and then on Sunday, they asked us to go and it Buchenwald to go on coal trains. I said oh not again. And if we would have hide myself in Buchenwald the Americans came in on Tuesday,
David Herman [1:25:40]
let's just go back and look at what was Buchenwald like compared to the other two camps?
Motek Grzmot [1:21:14]
ah, Paradise after that. They first of all, they took a man with a green angle was was German murderer and made them in charge. And he he was the camp marshall, I forgot the name for it. He was in charge of the whole of the prisoners. And and he somehow there maybe knew that it was the end of the war. He took interest in the children, and he made sure that no other prisoners should go interfere with the boys or take their food away or anything. And they made sure they get food. So at least we had shelter. So, we had the ration of food once a day. So that was already improvement from, and we had a clean now and then
David Herman [1:26:29]
Did your strength start coming back? Did your strength start returning?
Motek Grzmot [1:26:33]
Probably because then it was four weeks from from marching from Blechammer to Gross Rosen and that was that was really the hardest time we had. And then of course when they put us on a train. It was another four weeks from must have been on the 24th of April. I read it up there. The Americans came in. I remember going out on Sunday in America's came in on Tuesday. I read it in Martin books. Martin Gilbert's book. that four weeks was even worse. Oh, we're sitting on these trains and just dying on the trains. If you had the strength you got off the train then the Yugoslavs and they always organise they managed to get these slippers from the because they don't think they were as long and be already two years by then. They were not as long in the camps as we were. They still had the strength to the railway slippers is to take the wood, ship it off somehow, I don't know how they did it. They made a fire. They used to boils shrinks and grass. They used to get pot somewhere they used to organise their selves and find. But one day I managed to get off and one Ukrainian, noticed that I had a Corona my mother here had gold Corona gold. You've got hold of me sat on top of me took a stone you knocked it out. He went and got hold of his bit of gold. He must have sold it to one of Kapo it was already an old Hungarian he couldn't speak German but Hungarian they didn't have the gestapo anymore. And Hungarian was a puszka was used to call the Hungarian boys used to call them the puszka there was a puszka, karabin a Rifle. And they used to they used to joke him the Hungarian boys to joke with him used to pinch his rifle only for fun. So, he wasn't a German anymore. He used Hungarian old soldiers to old man I suppose he was exported to me it was an old man.
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]David Herman [1:28:33]
And this journey this this journey was also coal wagons? 
Motek Grzmot  [1:28:36] 
Oh, yes. That was the end of it. 
David Herman [1:28:37]
Was it a covered wagon?
Motek Grzmot [1:28:39]
No open cars coal wagon? 
David Herman [1:28:39]
It was open?
Motek Grzmot [1:28:40]
Yes. 
David Herman [1:28:40]
So it was cold?
Motek Grzmot [1:28:41]
That’s when we used to get you in the night. Anytime if the foods. Food used to arrive any soup used arrive anytime during the day or during the night. One night they woke me up. And my term was a lump of salt. But there was still some soup around it. And I haven't nothing for two or three days. I suck it up. But the salt made me so thirsty. Oh, don't forget the thirst I chucked myself out the wagon then I couldn't get on the wagon because I couldn't get on the wagon so the pick me up and chucked me on a death wagon where the, where were they when it was full. They used to empty it. used to dig holes and empty it. I even got a picture of it. And the and the Czech underground must have been already there on the 8th of May when the war finished. Come and took pictures of all the I've got the picture the wagon I managed to get in Prague after the war. I don't know why I didn't think I could have brought it here
David Herman [1:29:35]
so, you were on a wagon full of dead people. 
Motek Grzmot [1:29:36]
Dead people yes when they were ready to be. I knew I was alive. But I couldn't I had no strength to move. I knew if I get on the death wagon that's the end of it. They bury me but didn't have the strength and nobody would help you to nobody would listen to you. There al gormless nobody would talk because it was too much. And you if you did talk nobody would listen to you. Everybody's occupied about their own thing. If you spoke to someone nobody would listen to you concentration goes you don't do become listless. You just think about food only. All you can think about is food. You can't think of anything eventually. You can't even I used to count how many days I would see my mother how long? 90 days, 80 days every day is another 100 days. And then eventually I even lost count of that. I could only think of dreaming of foods. I certainly think I'm gonna dream of drinking is a funny thing. And
David Herman [1:30:37]
did you when you were put on that on the death wagon, did you think you were going to survive at that time?
Motek Grzmot [1:30:39]
Oh no, I knew that was the end of it. I knew when I I had I had just kept on throwing bodies on top of me. at the beginning I didn't mind because they were still warm. They kept me they were all people were just dying, kept me a bit warm. But then eventually they got cold, but I wasn't dead yet. But I had no strength to move my arms. It's like being in a dream. You can't you know you're alive, but you can't do anything. And one of the Czech photographers the underground could see my eyes are moving in he jumped on the wagon, and he chucked all the bodies away and pulled me off and carried me and lifted me off the wagon and I pass out and next thing I remember waking up and then the Russian nurse big boxing woman helped me and she says kharasho she realised I'm coming alive. And I know I don't speak Russian, but Russian is a bit near polish and you'll survive kharasho you're you'll be alright. I was unconscious. I don't know how long they took. They made field hospitals under tents. And from there and I had typhus and apparently in typhus it takes so many incubation and once the either the burst open and the host system gets poisoned or else you start slowing down my mine didn't I am a survivor and I survived the typhus they took me to from death to 10toss? she took me to in Theresienstadt that was in wasn't Theresienstadt took me an ordinary hospital. And then and but it kept me in isolation. And I was wondering why kept me isolation all the others than I realise they probably thought I was going to die. So, they put me down. And I remember somebody came over I don't know who, tried to feed me. They kept saying Yiddish es es style message es and I couldn't eat, and he kept trying to push me in the soup to eat that was after the war in Theresienstadt. Eish stall messen esson and I try to drink I couldn't, couldn't go through. And next thing I remember being for weeks and weeks in a Theresienstadt hospital. And then one day,
David Herman [1:32:50]
 And you we were looked after by the Russians there?
Motek Grzmot [1:32:52]
Yes, yeah. The Russians
David Herman [1:32:53]
 Were they were good to you?
Motek Grzmot [1:32:55]
Oh, maybe was a Czechoslovakia independent already. But in 45, when did they?
David Herman [1:32:59]
No, the Russians 
Motek Grzmot [1:33:01]
Russians to run it. How long did they run it?
David Herman [1:33:03]
For few months? 
Motek Grzmot [1:33:05]
For a few months. That must have been Russians then because it was 45 They must have all be Russian. Now remember some of our boys. I'm laying in hospital. They were dressed in Russian hats and boots were Marching German prisoners I could see them through the windows. I used to call Hello Moishe! Then he said hello to me. Some of them didn't. Were like Moshe. Moshe was dressed in. He had plenty of meet on him. He wasn't ill. But I was.
David Herman [1:33:34]
Did you know Moishe from before the war?
Motek Grzmot [1:33:35]
No
David Herman [1:33:36]
 So, you'd met him on that train?
Motek Grzmot [1:33:36]
On a train, Yes, I wasn't even in the same camp with him was that’s first I met him with a bit of pot of flesh. And
David Herman [1:33:49]
So, how long did it take you to recover from the  typhus?
Motek Grzmot [1:33:52]
Well for may till August. I, we left August the 14th 45. And I think on the 10th of August, someone coming to the hospital, they said, would you like to go to Palestine? I said yes. So, they went inquired from the nurse from the hospital whether I was strong enough to and they must have said yes. So, eight days before they took me to a kinderheim. A woman called Erna was in charge of it. And that's where I met all the boys in the kinderheim. I was there by about eight days. And then one day we marched to Prague. And I remember taking the picture in Prague, I even got a picture around the Wenceslas square. I got a picture of all the boys at home and from Prague, flew us over to Windermere and Trout Bridge Hostel It was called on the lake and we had it.
David Herman [1:34:47]
And you all came together?
Motek Grzmot [1:34:49]
 Yes, I’ve even got the pictures that the day I got off the plane.
David Herman [1:34:52]
 What plane was it do you remember?
Motek Grzmot [1:34:54]
I came in the first lot.
David Herman [1:34:55]
Yeah, but what actual plane was it was a passenger plane?
Motek Grzmot [1:34:57]
No Bomber plane. We sat on the floor there was no seat. Everybody had one of those to be sick in their seats. I remember we had landed in Holland and the RAF cut slices and I said oh in England they eat challah the white bread is this is gonna be a lovely life. They can understand this, Challah they spread butter on it. Used to give a slice and there but I was there. And the hostel was allowed to have butter in a couple of weeks. And I eat with all the boys in the big hall. And I lived and I lived in a block called B and I remember one of my next-door neighbours Tarko he was Joine Tarko who emigrated to emigrated to Canada. We had to eat as much as you want. There was no deal could eat whatever as much bread and soup. They didn't mind to give you and he still didn't have enough! The piggy fill he filled up all his trousers with bread just in case used to come and put it under this thingmabob. He never ate it! And the studmeisler? was a German refugee boy Menachem he is in Israel now. He went in and horse.  Horse, rothschild. he must have come as a Kindertransport. Then he was in charge of us after the war. He went used to take him out every day. He's the only one used to do it. I think I really realised that we no need for that. And but I was only about four weeks there. 
David Herman [1:36:33]
So, you were fed very well while you're there?
Motek Grzmot [1:36:36] 
Oh Yes. We was under the CBM. And then, but I was only there then they x-rayed me again and they took me out to block and put me in the hospital. There was a hospital there. And Chaim Cohen's Trudy was in charge of Chaim Cohen he was in charge of the Northwest Jewish primary school, Wilson Lane. He was a  Madrich at the time with a little beard and it's  he married afterwards Trudy was her name she must have been a kid from kinderheim, I remember her name Trudy and she was the nurse and I was in the hospital there that hospital there was no hospital with that tried to, they realise I got TB, so they kept me away from the boys. And after was about couple of weeks they took us to go to Ashford Kent. Grosvenor sanatorium. And I must have been there a couple of years in the Grosvenor sanatorium. And they must have discharged me, so I joined my group that I was
David Herman [1:37:46]
You told us we're going to Israel?
Motek Grzmot [1:37:48]
Yes. They took me into a hospital in Alton, Hampshire. And I was there for a little while a few months and from Alton, New Hampshire I went to Bedford, In Bedford as I was preparing to go on Aliyah and of course when it came to for this, to go on Aliyah I ploughed all night must have called the flu and it opened the thing I started spitting blood again. So, they said you'd have to be in bed for fortnight, but the fortnight was, was a long fortnight, and they must have told him the one on charge of the kibbutzim, that he is no state to go on the Aliyah bet. Because they knew what happens if you get near a might have to jump you might 
David Herman [1:38:30]
Aliyah Bet is the illegal, illegal immigration. 
Motek Grzmot [1:38:33]
There was no there was no Jewish state yet.
David Herman [1:38:35]  
And so, did your friends go on the Aliyah?
Motek Grzmot [1:38:39]
Yes, the whole they were they are still in Israel at Kibbutz Yasur in the upper galilee. I went to see visit in 1979 and some of them are still there. But in the meantime, after I was allowed to, I wasn't allowed. I couldn't go to work till 1950 I had to go to Quare Mead. but I had to every three months I had to go to Chelmsford to have an x-ray on my chest and then I was in a convalescent home. And 1950 they released me, and I went to London I joined I started learning to be a typewriter mechanic with a firm who later he Adler concessionaire, Adler typewriters. The head of him was a Mr. Eric Marcus. He was a German refugee and he had sympathy and he taught a let me in the workshop, because I was a bit old to start learning a trade. You start learning a trade about 15. I was already by then at 24 to start learning a trade, you had to be a skilled man by 24 it was abnormal. I was sitting with a 15-year-old boys learning the trade, but he knew and the others were taking the Mickey and some of them were some of them were quite serious in over their head. When they heard my story and by the others we're not sure sympathy they just didn't ignore me. Let's say you didn't take the mickey lets put it that way. They put up with me.
David Herman [1:40:23]
But you became an engineer.
Motek Grzmot [1:40:25]
Half Baked
David Herman [1:40:27]
Right. 
Motek Grzmot [1:40:28]
I should have been longer there. I met my wife 
David Herman [1:40:33]
Where did you met her?
Motek Grzmot [1:40:34]
In Bournemouth. We went for a weekend. It was August 50 was worked only about six months. And I and a friend of mine he was the first one to have a nabochtie Norman Freeman. His daughter is become head of the Hasmonaean Girls school Have you read the times lately in the Jewish Chronicle? Don't read the Jewish chronicle. Have you seen a picture in it? They had the highest O Levels, A Level. Dina. that was my best friend's daughter, Dina Coleman!
David Herman [1:41:08]
Marvellous 
Motek Grzmot  [1:41:08]
Hasmonean got a girl school. What was I telling you?
David Herman  [1:41:14]
you went to Bournemouth?
Motek Grzmot [1:41:15]
Oh, yes, he was. Her father was the first one. It was very clever, man. That's why she's so clever. First one to be able to back a car bought a car in 1950. It was unusual to have to have 300 pound to buy a car. He was very, very, very frugal. He had a very good job. And we were playing cards one night and he says its August bank holiday so we can have a longer weekend. So, I say, I can take my week off. So we went to Bournemouth and went to the water and I met my wife she came for the weekend. I made the date with her, and she came to following weekend to see me! We corresponded. And next year we got engaged. 1951 15th of June 1951, we got engaged in and on the 23rd of March 52 We got married.
David Herman [1:42:08]
Did any of the boys come to the wedding?
Motek Grzmot [1:42:1-]
Oh Yes, I had all the boys at the wedding yes. Well, she had no family only a mother and father and our family was split. So split so they couldn't come to the wedding. So, the only Mishpucha was from me. It was only my mother and father, and an uncle was three of them and grandfather. But her mother never had no brothers or sisters, but the father had two brothers and children, but they broke away they quit. There was a hate! It was going on for 50 years. They still going on! Was all the boys but what we had 20/30 couples and 
David Herman [1:42:54]
Where did you live?
Motek Grzmot [1:42:56]
I took a flat and Anson Road, Cricklewood. On the first floor at a Mrs Mordish. And they had her son was Louis Mordish, he only died he was playing on the on the on the violin on every Sunday, what they called a special BBC programme they used to is to play the violin, Louie Mordish. He was a famous man he only died last couple of years ago. As a special programme the old fashioned he used to play the Violin!
David Herman [1:43:30]
And you have children?
Motek Grzmot [1:43:33]
Yes, I was very, very lucky. We married within four weeks my wife was pregnant and by December the 30th, I had my son Kelvin within nine months, 10 months I had a son and we had to start living on my six pounds a week money because my wife couldn't work. We were we're planning for her to she was a secretary she was getting good money, twelve pound a week was good money forty years ago, we could live on that alone. But she was skilled she worked for the JC. But I was only semi-skilled man, I only worked was six months there with the apprentice so they was getting three pound a week. So of course, I realised I'd have to have to do something about it. So, when someone told him I'm a skilled mechanic, and they doubled my wages, six pound a week, they going rate was eight pounds by the for six pound was a merci for them. But then they had me in the workshop for a day or two as I realised, he's only semi-skilled. So instead of chucking me out, they said you have to go outside on outside work repair work, are good enough to do maintenance to clean them and do odd jobs. But to completely overhaul them. You really had to be an engineer, because it was three, four years. 40 years ago, you really had to be an engineer, because we used to take the machines to pieces and re-wash them out and rebuild them any part that was faulty, thrown out. So now re-enamel it the old Underwood's Royal and Remington’s used to make them like new and you had to be an engineer because the tolerances were up to 10,000th of an inch and had to be sprayed to look like a new machine because there was no new machines after the war only machines that were seven years old, 10 years old. And this Mr. Marcus was had this workshop and it was Mr. Mechanics and that was one of the apprentices.
David Herman [1:45:30]
and now and then you started selling them?
Motek Grzmot [1:45:32]
Well, when I when I went to this. When I change the job, I had six pound a week, which was able to pay three pound for the rent and three pounds for my wife who even bought half a chicken for Shabbos! Lived on 3 pound a week. I used to go to work from Wilsden Green early morning before 8 O'clock, work man for little money. Like tuppence today. Return ticket to Blackfriars. I used to go out on the calls. I used to get about one six pence for the journey money every morning. Used to buy a cheese roll and a cup of tea, the cheese roll was four pence, cup of tea was four pence, eight pence, and at lunch time I could get another cheese roll. Used to live on that! On the weekends I used to go help my father-in-law he was a greengrocer on Saturday I used help him he had a fruit stall, serve up the fruit and he used to give me all the food we needed for the weekend, and I used to come back with half a sack full of fruits on the underground in a train from reading! Yes, I helped out.
David Herman [1:46:33]
Have you told your children your story?
Motek Grzmot [1:46:35]
Of course, they know, they heard it so many times they don't want to hear no more. As soon as I start talking about, they say, please do us a favour. 40 Years is long enough! 
David Herman [1:46:47]
Is there anything else you would like to tell us?
Motek Grzmot [1:46:50]
Regarding what?
David Herman [1:46:52]
Anything you like, anything you want to say? Last question is why did you to decide to come today?
Motek Grzmot [1:47:01]
Well because I can see this uprising of antisemitism again. Lifting his ugly head again and what with David Irving saying we are the biggest lie of the 20th century and lots of people might believe it. So, while people are still alive like me, we should and it’s our duty to testify it’s not lies, it all happened. Any way anyone sensible even the national front in Germany, are like six million wasn't enough. They know six million got killed they know that, but it wasn't enough. Because they didn't write it down. So, anyone with two ounces of sense will know that its all made up. But the youngsters who started writing the books in 8- to 10-year-old student would know, I don’t know, they will re write history in the schools, it’s possible they might do that, if a antisemite like David Meller becomes in charge of anything like that. Cause David Meller was an antisemite, we know now when he told off the Israeli policeman. We now know he was! He was friends with the PLO, pay masters daughter.
David Herman [1:48:15]
I want to thank you very much for coming in and speaking for us today. It’s been an absolute privilege for me
Motek Grzmot [1:48:20]
Thank you I hope we don't have to live through it and say this again. Please G-d.

Interviewed conducted by David Herman, Transcribed by James Gordon
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