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Anilewicz and took place in
the Warsaw ghetto. There
was heroic resistance outside
of the ghetto and camps a
well. In France, Dr. Ernest
Papanek, an educator and
psychologist, bought castles
in southern France to serve
as shelters for dJewish
orphans. Marianne Cohn was
one of the heroic young
women who were instrumen-
tal in rescuing children from
the Vichy government in Nazi
occupied France. Dr. Bela
Elak, when the Nazis and the
Hungarian Arrow Cross
began to round up Hungarian

Jews for extermination,
worked with Raoul
Wallenberg to save Jewish
lives. Hannah Senesz,
Haviva Reik and Sara
Braverman, these brave

heroic women parachuted
from Palestine to Hungary,
Slovakia and Romania in
order to help save Jews.
Some were caught, tortured
and exterminated. Marcel
Rayman, a young DPolish
member of the French
Underground in Paris, one of

the foreign Yiddish-speaking
Jews who operated in small
bands of partisans, bombed
restaurants, hotels, cafes,
cinemas most frequented by
the military and police and
threw grenades at German
soldiers.

Besides Abba Kovner, there
were other partisan groups of
resistance. What should be
mentioned i1s that out of
about 17 million Jews in the
world, about 1.5 million Jews
which i1s 9 percent of the
population, were in the mili-
tary or in partisans, either in
the Soviet armies or the
Western armies. They fought
valiantly to defeat the Nazis.
A substantial number of
partisans resisted the Nazis
between 1940 - 1945 in the
vicinity of Minsk, Gomel,
Pinsk, Vitbsk, and other
places in the Soviet Union.
Lastly, what I want to men-
tion is those rescuers who
were defending the dignity of
human life, I've mentioned
Wilhelm Bachner, who I
interviewed in great depth,
who risked his life to save

others, not only Jews but also
some Polish victims from
Nazi extermination.

I am commonly confronted
with the question, “what is
heroism” and why was there
no heroism — I respond that
the definition of heroism
needs to be expanded. Is it
heroic to run away into the
woods and take up arms
against the enemy or is it
more compassionately heroic
to stay with an ailing mother,
father or child in an attempt
to comfort them in their last
days of horror? Would it have
been more heroic for Dr.
Janusz Korczak to go and
save himself because he was
an eminent Polish medical
doctor, broadcaster and
author? Or was it more
heroic to walk with his 200
orphans to Treblinka and
comfort them during their
last hours of life? Jews must
not only be perceived as
victims during the Holocaust
years but also as heroes.
They have done very well to
restore the honor of the
Jewish people.

Auschwitz ... a stage production

y last trip to
Germany was some-
what unusual.

Some six years ago 1
received a letter from a
German composer by the
name of Heuke, telling me
that he had read Fania
Fenelon’s book about
the women’s orchestra
in Auschwitz, that he had
visited the camp and was so
touched and moved by it all
that he felt inspired to write
an opera about it and
enclosed the
libretto and asked for my
opinion.

preliminary

Anita Lasker Wallfisch

Anita was deported from her
home town of Breslau — now
Wroclaw - to Auschwitz
where, as an inmate, she
played the cello in the camp
orchestra. Later she was sent
to Bergen-Belsen where she
was liberated. She came to
England in 1946 and three
years later she became a
founder member of the
English Chamber Orchestra.
She published her biography
INHERIT THE TRUTH
1939-1945. She is a support-
ive member of our Society
and she has been a regular
contributor to our Journal.
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I read it and sent it to two
of my former fellow members
of this band and we were
unanimous 1n our verdict.

NO!

My reply was:
London, April 20th 2000

Dear Stefan Heuke,

I have read the libretto,
shown it to Hilde and Violette
and we are unanimous in our
opinion that since it is based
on Fania’s book it has no
chance whatsoever to come

their Jewish wvictims. It is
also a puzzle how elimina-
tionist anti-Semitism, if so
deeply embedded in the
German psyche, could sud-
denly evaporate after the war
has ended*® , with an exten-
sive voluntary reparations
program (at least by the
Bonn government) to follow.

It is beyond dispute that
for Holocaust to happen,
apart from the civil service
bureaucracy the cooperation
of many industrial leaders
was necessary: of those who
set up factories in concentra-
tion camp; who were in
charge of manufacturing
death machinery, crematoria
and poison gas; of those
experimenting with making
soap from victims’ bodies; of
factory owners and their
employees who converted —
with no questions asked —
endless trainloads of hardly
used clothes into raw materi-
als. These were ordinary peo-
ple, competing for business or
working for a living in full
knowledge of what they were
doing.

And, without propaganda,
there might have not been
the Holocaust. For nearly
eight years, fanatical racist
indoctrination deepened
widespread anti-Semitism
and eroded Germans’ moral
inhibitions* . Jews were por-
trayed as an alien race and a
threat to western civilization.
Jewish stereotypes were used
in the press to distort the

Jewish role in the society: the
massive increase in the circu-
lation of the Stiirmer proves
the trend. Important role was
played by films, like Der
Ewige Jude. It equated
Jewish  migrations into
Europe with the spread of
disease brought by rats.
Mixing such pictures with
‘statistical facts and figures’
were to prove ‘that these
“parasites”were involved in
every aspect of international
crime’™ .

For another explanation of
the Holocaust, I shall quote
A. Berle, the USA Assistant
Secretary of State, speaking
at a mass meeting in Boston
on May 2, 1943. He told his
mainly Jewish audience that
‘nothing can be done to save
these helpless unfortunates,
except through the invasion
of Europe, the defeat of the
German arms and breaking
of the German power. There
1s no other way™ . But it was
the Allied policy makers
themselves 1n  London,
Washington and Bermuda,
who had made sure that
no other was even to be
tried. Before the Bermuda
Conference, the Allies had
rejected the Jewish Agency’s
request for direct negotia-
tions with the Germans in
order to see if Hitler was pre-
pared to let the surviving
Jews leave Nazi-controlled
Europe. At Bermuda
Conference, which ended

May 8, 1943, even the much

*®  Kershaw, Ian, The Nazi Dictatorship, p. 257/261
“  Kershaw, lan The ‘Hitler Myth’, p. 229

* AA312, OU Book 4, p. 175

less controversial and widely
publicised ‘open door’ policy
to admit refugees to Great
Britain, USA or Palestine
had been rejected® . On the
issue of refugees, there were
‘signs of increasing anti-
Semitic feeling in Britain
itself, and in any declaration
it was deemed better to avoid
any mention that refugees
were necessarily Jewish’™,
George Bell, the Bishop of
Chichester wrote on May 18,
1943 in The Times: ‘The guilt
lies with the Nazis, but can
we escape blame if, having it
in our power to do something
to save the victims, we fail to
take the necessary action,
and take it swiftly? ‘It was
quite certain’, the Bishop
added, ‘that if the British and
American Governments were
determined to achieve a
programme for rescue in
some way commensurate
with the vastness of the need,
they could do it™ .

Fleming comes to a moral
conclusion that ‘hatred feeds
the animal instinct for
destruction of human life
which resides in us all™.
Human behaviour is fragile,
unpredictable and often at
the mercy of situation. For
many people the ‘situation’ is
what first determines their
choice. To quote a concentra-
tion camp survivor: ‘you ask a
stranger: “Where is North
Street?” — He shows you and
is nice and kind. All of us can
be good people or bad people

* Jewish Telegraphic Agency Daily News Bulletin, vol 24, No. 102, 4 May 1943 as quoted by
Gilbert Martin, Auschwitz and the Allies p. 135
% Gilbert Martin, Auschwitz and the Allies., p. 135

% Ibid, p. 133

** The Times 18 May 1943 as quoted by Gilbert Martin, Auschwitz and the Allies p. 137
% As quoted by Kershaw, lan, The Nazi Dictatorship, p. 103/4

59



-193Je 90Tu AJoA ® juads |
"1ySnoy}
I 2eym Apoexe Jesodwod
oYl P[0} PpuB Spiom Aw
QouIwW 03 8ABY 03 j0u uonisod
o[qeraus oy} Ul Ssem |
‘pPejreuIwWI[e 8q P[NOYS pue
Axessodouun A[einjosqe oie
181} SOUSIS SUTBIUO0D pue SUo[
007 oNw ***'SINoY 993 Jo [
syse[ BIodo oy, " IOAOMOY]
‘JNIs STY) WIRS[ 0} SYIUOW
pue syjuow WYl uSYe)
9ABY ISnwW 3]  ‘SOIIBQOIOE
[estsnuwt JNOLJIp A[OWIIXS
s adod 01 peY oOym
SIS8UIS SNOLIBA O]} oaTwpe
ng dpey jouued du(
‘019
019 ‘TeJsWINORL], S,UUBWNYIS
pue seue ‘Olsnw  Yorew
UM POXTWLIIUL ‘01 UI)ST]
07 jueseo[dun pue IJuijeisd
11 JO JSOJN  'pIomM J19338q
B JO JUBM J0J — ISAS[O ST oISNW
oY, ‘ojows SEB 1IN0 SUIWO0D
pue wWNLIOjRWLId 8y} 0jul
suryem ordoad Jo suwnjood
sso[pus pue sAeuwItyo
oY) Jo SJuruing JuUBISUOD
oyl ‘uonyipuod poadwerd oy
ASAU0D 0) peSeuUBW ATUTB)IS)
Jeonpoud ayj Jng ‘axey s[relep
Auewr 003 ojul 03 joUUBD
I ‘9AISsoIdWI JSOW  SBM
uonjonpoad ade)s a3 3BY) UOI}
-BJISOY JNOYIIM ABS UBD ]
"eI1soyoI0 dwed o)
“QuoJa] oY) Ul ‘puw yoeq oyl Ul
urejano jusiedsueI) JO I0S ®
putyeq exysoyor() Auoydwig
OUISTUISYLISPIIN T[N OYL
‘93e)s o) UO SBIISOYDIO OM]
9I9M OJOY, AUBUIIBY) UI
poesde)s aq ATUO UBO UOTSUSWIP
STyl Jo Juryejrepun uy
"9INJUBA ST}
SuTuI8OU0D s3ul[es) AW jnoqe
1qNOop ou SUTARS[ ‘USAIIS B UO
sem Josodwoo 8y} Yitm souep
-uodser10d Aw ployeq pue
o] pue dn juem ureIND Y],
"JT U99S 9ARY |
9J0Joq O[o13IB PAYSIUL} 83 U0
JUSWIUIOD J0UURD [ puB ‘"Ue)
-10810] J0U 8ARY [ ey} Wy}

6¢

poinsse [ °Jol[eq puoksq sw
91ejLIIl A[[Bed S3Uury} osoy],
010 ‘019 pepurlwar 3JUulaq
Jo prexye [ sem ‘3ureej I
SBM MOY :suoljsenb pepeaap
oY1 puB SBISWERD IO\
‘TesIeayaa ssaap oY)
pusjze 01 8xj3BAY) A3 0} JUSM
A[[eNnjuoAd T USaym 8SI0M 303
SIYJ, "©98] o) Ul owl FULIBIS
BIOWRD B INOYIM dojs ouo
OYBUI I9ASU P[NOD | ‘pPOALLIB
[ Juswowr oY} WO
‘poonpoxde oq A[[eax
jouurd AJI[BAI 9 OSNRIA(
‘anjueA  SIY) SUIUILOUOD
$)qNop AW Jnoqe AJJoLiq way)
03 yeods 03 awir) pey isnl pue
peredoniue uey) JI938] Yonuw
peALLIe pey [ ‘A[ereunjiojun)
3uryonol I9YjeI Ing ‘9qLIOSp
01 pIBH "OIIM poqgieq pue
s[oqui s oIsnw ‘pIreoqpJIed
JO opBUW SIUSWNJIISUL  JO
$3107 ‘9T — GT INoqe page uaip
-T2 £q POIUNOW  UOTIIIYXD
ue 0} Uoye) sem [ "3UIYonol
Ioy)el SBM POMO[[O] JBUM
"YoR(PR[Y) USYIUSON
0} 9w OSALIp 03 3Jurod sem
oym Apel sunok e Aq 1oUW sem
pue jiopressn( 03 MofJ [
"wry 0} juejrodwit A10A ATSNo
-IAQO SBM 1BUM Op 0} aYNo[
ueJolg dojs jouued | ‘I8 18y
‘grodo STUY} Jo axotwaxd pue
[esIeayal SSaIp oy} puelje
01  UoBQpPR[Y)  USYOUSOIA
07 8WO0) 03 UOTYBIIAUL UB PAPaD
-oad yeym JO 1ST3 o3 ST STy,
"9 NOY ueJelg vt 1IBeY
03 uoturdo JInok  usaye)
9ABY [ UonuW MOy MOUS [[Im
STy} yuryl [ -oendojoxd ay3 ur
nok peyorvoxdde jsary T ueym
ouwr 03 9300M NOA I19)39] 8y}
MOUS 0] POpIIep oARY | pue
1YSNoy)} JOo [edp jeels B awl
UoALS aABY Biado ue Joj 309l
-qns s1y) Jo L)I[iqejmsun oy}
Inoge S}qNOp pue SHUSUWIUIOD
SNOLIBA JNOA 9SIN0d J()
‘Suryelrepun
sty doap 03 opqrssodurt
1T puy I 183 puejsispun im
noA& sqAey ‘saeok Ajuemy) )se[

oy} J10] putwt Aw pardnodo sey
I "ZIIMYOSNY JO BIISOYIIO
suswiom 9y} Jo A1o03s 9yj se
ow payono] Apunocjoid os sey
1871 QWAY} B U89 JdAU
SBY 09U} OJI[ o[oym Aw ul
‘TOAOMOY] "Yse} oY} 07 dn oAT[
01 9[qe 8Qq p[noM [ JIojoym
S1qNop pey JesAw T 187} nok
9Insse [ "AI0)S O[qLII®) STY)
1im A[erenbepe [eep A[qissod
jouuRd UOIjRIDULS Jemisod
oY1 e} pue * [eaoxdde anok
M J9dW jouurd jaed urewr
oyl sAe[d ®ruey yoIym Ul
A1018 a3} 18} [[oM ATOA pur)s
-I9pun [ Jng peeys-03 oY}
owl U8ALS pey noA J1 terddey
Uo9( SARY P[NoOM [ -0338aqI[
9] U0 JUSWWO0D pue pPear
0} 9[qnoa} a9y ueye} SUIABY

I0] syueyl Auew AUueBA
T00Z Y101 I9qUISAON WINyYdI0yg
:A(dea st

UOSTI[BM JIo3SeT] Bliuy

spaedaa 1sog

"8an[IeJ 0) POWOOpP
st eviedo Uue se wWnIipow
pojtwiI] e yons ur A[[eroedso
‘91 oonpoadex 03 dwe)je
Aue pue xo[durod A[oWOIIXd
st A103s8 oy, ‘9J97] UO
Juom A[[Bed jeym A[nyyinin
$109[Joa 0130IqI[ JINnok 18Y)
9sIopue [ UBO Aem OU UI
Ing eredo ue JI0J [BLIS)BW STY)
osn 03 nok pIqroj jouued |
JeY31 308 OY) JO oIBME WB
1 ".S193ueyleo0o, 1sBNb se sn
Posn 9Ys 90USTUSAUOD JO a¥es
oyl JOJ 7JBYJ puB I0O(q Joy
ojut dwreo oyj ur peusddey
jey) SJuryjkiese Juliq o)
pojuBM ays 18y} — USY] OAI[R
[[3s a1om oym sn Jo [[8 £q
jsel 0] uaye] A[oa0A0s SUla(
I9)Je — pojrwpe erue 18yl
nof [[@3 [ Uaym puejlsIspun
I9199q [[M NoA oqARJy

KCXEv]
pouaddey A[[enjoe jeUYM
Jo £j11801 8] IBSU SloyMmAUR

86

SL2UONNIAXF SUIJIM S L2121 ' (q ‘Uddeyp[on

0¢ "d ‘sowa.gxy Jo a8y 2y ' WMBQSAOH

Gzl 'd ‘aproouar) o1 yind ayJ, <) ‘Sutumorg ur pajonb sy
geT1 'd ‘drys.aooponq 120N 2y [, ‘Ue] ‘MeysIay]

1€ 'd pIqr
12 'dpiqr

91/¢1 d Z2pumyosny ‘eousaner| sy
¢g¥ "d ‘wonnjog pulg 2y Jo suiSii() ay g, Y Ioydojsuy)) ‘Sutumorqg

192 d YI4p 40171 H, 2Y ], UB] ‘MBYSIOY
g1 d ‘aproouary o yiog 2y, ‘1OYdolstIy) ‘SUTUMOIY

spaemosg [einaq A[renbs arom
sugrIUIRIY (] PUB SURTUBNYIT]
‘suelajer]  ‘suBumIIdY) 9y}
oYI[ PUY 'SI9Y)0 pueB JBM JO
sxouostad 191A08 SUI[[IY JO
113 0] JUSISJJIP OU U8 9ABY
JYSTW SMaf Jo JUT[[TY puryeq
SUBI[IATO-X8 UBWISY) SSB[O
o[ppPIW ‘e3e o[ppIwl AIeUlpio
Jo uomeAnjow 8y} eyl AM[iq
-1ss0d oY) poIoust usdeypoy)
‘TOAOMOY] ‘poJoIns UBLIOISTY
e s uoneindex SIy eyl
edueIlsS ST 91 ‘SUTUMOIY
pue se9y ‘WMBQSQO[ JO S0
WOJIJ 90UdSsa SIT UL JI9JJIP
JOU S0P UOISN[OU0d STY SY

#SMO[ JO SUOIINIOXS SSBUW
[enio jsowr ur jaed oaAr)oR
ue oye) 03 WOY) Po[ YoIym
‘WISTITWOG-T)UR ISTUOTIBRUTWI[O
I0] suUBWLIdY) [[e JSutwe[q
Aq ASISOAOIIUOCD B POJIRIS
uedeyploy) -.enfes, noyIm
asoy}  Sur[[no, JI0j aianpadord
OIIBUWRISAS B — O[BOS SSBW
B U0 [lesp Surmjodejnuew
a0y sjue[d [eLIISNpUl oJom
eYUI[aL], PUB  I0qIqOS
‘oumIpey) ‘0oz[eg ‘neuayIrg
‘zyimyosny ‘saojenodaed oyl
01 S[(ISTAUI SWI)OIA O} epewW
Aoyy ‘A3ofourpe; woay d[ey
oY} YHM o PoA[OAUL K[[BUOS
-rod Sureey Inoyym ‘sdured
UOT)BUIULIoIXS 9} 0] SUIBI}
-yjeop Jo Arddns Jse[ndex
B 0] S9[qelowl} Aem[IBI o)
N0 POYJIOM ‘SIT0}jBQR OJUL
SMO[ SUIATRIS SALIPp 03 JUBU
-8ndea 91 punoj sAvy pinom
oyMm ‘sjeroneeaing URBULILBY)
" o UOTIBZIUOIYOUAS puR 90uBU
-0sU0d Jo ‘uoisusdyaxdurod
pareys jo “uirds jo Jojjewr B

SEeMm 11 SB SPUBIWIO) PUB SME]
Jo jonpoad B yonur 08 J0U, Sem
JopInw SseW J0J] SNSUISUO))
AUBUIIoY) UL SJI[ POzZIURSIO

Jo eaeyds Areas  wogj
sjeroneeanq jo uonyedmonaed
9y} SurA[oaur $sa900xd OAT)
-BIJSTUTWIPR UR SBM UOIN[OS
[feury 1eyy sendae IIq[IH
[ney AeIWlg 4, Y3ed
U0 [[eY Oojur UoIsiA {SI[[oY
oY}l peuwIny, oym SI0JBIIST
-utwpe jus1eduiod pue SISZIU
-B3J0 SNOIqWR 8] SB Yonur
0$ $J0IJBUR] [BIOBI O] j0U
sem )1 ‘uoryeziuedio odejsen)
"S-S5 UIUHM © MO0[eq Woay
pesiaop juraden[q B oxoyj}
SeM JOU ‘@9A0qe woa] pesoduwrt
QWILIO oY} JOJ SPUBUWIUIOD
B[O OU aJom axdy[, ‘edoany
ur  9seysry eyl Isduowe
POIOPISUOD UOIJBSI[IAID B JO
sIoqueW  ‘sjeiongoINg ‘UowW
poleonpe Aq PoIdsIIp oJom
s1ojexjedred oyJ, ‘. 0d0J0Q
pojdurejje JaeAdU S[BOS B
U0 $9T1pO( I197] Jo 8sodsIp pue
sdureq uewny [y 03 MOy JO
waqoad ay) 9AJ0S 07 A[0AII0R
oINqQLIuU0od Jng Jaed ayel 03
Jsnl jou SeA[esWOY) UOISTOApP
o) opew oym ardoad jo spues
-noyy Aq peumo ostrdiojus
OATIO9[[00 B, SBM ‘SOpPN[OU0D
§00Y] ‘uornjog [BUL] * ,,SOULID
A9 J10J uoryeoryrsni yeurejur
ue punoj Iem o) I93Je UoAd
SIZBN JowLIO] oYl Jo Auew
PUVY ‘SWIIOIA JIOY] SUIqQOX
woay Arenprarput jrjoxd o3
wey3} Sulpprqioj JI[WWIH
31M Paaagdesip Jnq ‘smaf 8y}
[T 03 JYSLL sem J1 PoASI[eq
S8 9yl Jo sisquiow AIeu

- OUM ‘S09)] 9ousInery -

-IPI0 8Y) 18] SMOIAIIUIL SIY
wogy papnpuod ‘srojerjadiad
8Y] JO UOIBAIJOW oY)} Ojul
oaeasdl Jem-1sod pejonpuod
01 3UTOP
SeM  JS[WWIH jB8ym 3B
JOoOo[ Pp[noys ouo IJurjuryl
sem JOTIH 18UYM Mmouy 03
sjuBM 9UO JT, ‘SpIom a1y [[ods
JUpeeU JO[IH ° UMO I8}
Jo wnjuewow B U0 003
U00S 1B} SUOIDR [BIIPRI 0]
JUOWDFBINOIUS UR SUOTIUIUT
[eotzzmb sJo[ITH oOjul peel
suoryrsod ArerpouwrIojur oqIs
-uodsed Ul 9S0Y) PUR SIapea|
‘'SI99IBD  II0Y)  9OUBApE
pue s[[Ifs J10Yy3 eo130eId 0}
ueey ‘wexdoxd SJIOITH UM
SOA[OSUIAY] POTJIIuUopI sjxadxe
guruue[d pue SUBIIIUYIIY
‘systotuedny eq 01 peY oy
[BINIQ SI0UW pUB [RIIPRI SJI0W
oy} ‘suoniquie SIY JoYS3IyY
o1) puB ‘U0 FUT0S SBM JeYM Ul
peA[oAUT 308 03 peY uorjowioxd
B 3unjuem [eIJJo 1ZBN Auy
" gourdded ‘esnerdde, pesuol
-oxd Aq pPojeals orem spiom
STH " WoYJ J00YS 8m JO UOI)}
-eATe)s £q yjesp 03 s0130U3
oy} UL SMO[ 9Y) UWLPU0D
oM ‘sAem omjl A[uo oIe
99y, ‘o[oar0 styy ur A[uesdo
yeads uBO [ pue II Inoqe
IB9[d 8q JsSnu au(), :SSaIppe
S, I901JJ0 [eolpowr  JoIyo
‘swneqep I 01 peualsIy
ASY], "JUSWOUISANOS[BISUSL)
oy} ur otweprds jo jeaI)
oUj) SSNOSIPp 01 THGT 19q03d(0)
Prur Ul BOTUAXY UL potoyjes
SI0J00p UBWILY) poaxpuny
ouUO0  ‘epnimie  SUBULIDY)
Jo uworjemsnir ue Sy



noon with the cast in the
house of the producer... Kaffe
und Kuchen! ... and a very
animated evening with a
whole lot of the orchestral
musicians, organised by the
first trumpeter who is a
Russian Jew and we had a
really good evening.

Next day: in the afternoon
press conference and the
opportunity to talk about
the problem of portraying the
Holocaust by artistic means
after the demise of eye-
witnesses.

In the evening: Premier.
Full house, loads of digni-

taries, endless cameras and
interviews.  The problem
in Germany 1s, of course, that
it would be politically
icorrect to have a
negative reaction to such an
undertaking.

I was sitting in the restau-
rant outside trying to recover
from all the strain when a
rather touching delegation
from the Jewish community
appeared with a lovely bunch
of flowers.

I have since been sent an
amazing number of reviews
and am heartened to find
that some critics actually

had the courage to criticise.
Not the artistic side of
this venture, but the fact
that Auschwitz 1s now
material for a  stage
production.

However, I am afraid that
this is inevitably the way it
will eventually go.

Maybe we should be glad
that people should be

reminded, in whatever shape

or form, of the horrors of
those days. .
Need T tell you that I was
extremely tired when I
eventually returned home?

Yom Ha’atzmaut

we witness your rebirth,

land of our ancestors.

of winged metal

Operation Moses —

make room for more

Come behold
your land

Ancient among the nations

like a magnet you draw us

We arrive on the Magic Carpet
and make the mountains sing.
Moses, in the Promised Lane —
awe among the cypresses, cedars,
thrush and rattlesnakes.

Crowded boats — floating holes

one more, three, four, all,
Chaver, here take my hand

Judith Sherman

Judith (nee Stern) lived with her younger sister Miriam in Weir Courtney. She studied
Social Science at the L.S.E., and later emigrated to the U.S.A., where she lives with her
husband Reuben in New Jersey. Both of them are regular contributors to our Journal.

‘your land
your land

From bondage we come for connection,
from lands of plenty

to fill the soul —

shevet achim gam yachad

We come for unbranded stars
and sandal-footed children,

for the pink stone of Jerusalem
inviting the Sun into shelter

Wail no more you Wailing Wall

we shall fill your crevices with laughing
words of praise and God will smile

and say anew “Behold it is good”

Israel, how great your task —

bring peace amidst the roar of war,
Lord, grant safety to her defenders,
wisdom to her counselors.
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sions, Jews were channelled
into wusury, stirring more
hatred. They were accused
of blood-libel, desecration of
Eucharist wafers, poisoning
wells, causing the Black
Death. Enlightenment’s
rejection of Christian Dogma
brought the Jews little relief;
they were no longer protected
by the belief that their
conversion was necessary for
the Second Coming and their
need to serve as witnesses’
and guardians of the Old
Testament (Saint Augustine).
Voltaire, who hated the
Jews as grasping exploiters,
following medieval anti-
Semitic tradition, initiated a
new one, in which they are
pictured as the archetypal
capitalists. Romanticism’s
idealist nationalism per-
ceived Jews a threat to the
national soul, as well as
a threat to the survival
of Christian society. In

Germany, it took on a
special  genocidal  turn.
Religious stigmatizing of

Jews continued in other
guises, supported by theories
of race. The rise of anti-
capitalism and socialism was
seen as a dJewish threat,
because of Jews’ alleged
inveterate commercialism;
paradoxically the much
feared Communism was
perceived as a Jewish phe-
nomenon, because Marx was
considered a dJew. Their
emancipation raised anxiety,
because of Jewish promi-
nence in the arts, sciences
and professions, especially
banking. A forged Russian
document ‘Protocols of the

#  Avraham Barkai, Volksgemeinschaft, Aryaanization and Holocaust , (ed.) David Cesarani,

Final Solution, p. 34.

% Cesarani, D. (ed.), The Final Solution: Origins and Implementation, p. 3
%  Browning, Christopher R., The Origins of the Final Solution p. 93
% Adolf Hitler, ‘Memorandum on the Four-Year-Plan (Aug. 1936), Primary sources 2 [:12

Elders Zion’ stoke up more
hatred. An alleged evidence
of Jewish determination to
subjugate the world, it was
widely circulated and
believed throughout Europe,
and at present throughout
the Middle East. While Jews
have always been resented as
‘the other’ — they dressed
differently, spoke a different
language, ate different food —
assimilated Jews who tried to
melt into gentile society were
equally hated.

Most people will ignore the
belief, still held by some
orthodox Rabbis, that the
Nazis were God’s instrument
for punishing Jews for their
transgressions and agree
that the Holocaust laid well
within human control and
responsibility.

Judaism’s all-embracing
idea of unity of the human
race, one expanded through
Christianity and later in the
democratic and socialist sys-
tems, stood in opposition to
volkisch values, i.e. according
a transcendental ‘essence’ to
a group of people and chang-
ing them into a mythical,
self-perpetuating organism® ,
Volksgemeinschaft which
required all its members to
share the same goal. Those
who would not fit in, like
homosexuals, work-shy,
political opponents and
‘aliens’, the ‘incurable’ had to
be eradicated. Anthropology,
biology and eugenics were
used to identify the outsiders
and suggest their treatment,
culminating from 1939 in
‘euthanasia’, a systematic
murder of the ‘insane’.
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For Henry Friedlander, the
doctrine and practise of racial
exclusion, as applied to Jews
and Gypsies created the
essential preconditions for
‘scientifically conducted,
industrially organized and
bureaucratically managed
mass murder® . And Gerald
Reitlinger was one of the first
historians to note the direct
connection between both the
personnel and gas chamber
technology of the ‘euthanasia’
program and the Holocaust™®.

Without Hitler the
Holocaust would not take
place. But, his exact role has
been differently interpreted.
Beyond dispute was his pro-
found loathing of Jews, whom
he saw as followers of both
Marxism and capitalism.
Bolshevism became linked in
his mind to the world-wide
Jewry, determined to take
over the world’s leadership
and annihilate the German
nation® . He was convinced
that even National Socialism
would find it hard to stop
such conspiracy. Hence, the
mission of the German people
was to destroy Bolshevism
and with it ‘our mortal
enemy: the Jew’. His views
were simple, unalterable and
easy to communicate; he saw
everything in terms of black
and white — victory or total

- destruction.

But the Holocaust would
not have happened without
the active collaboration
of the Wehrmacht — the only
German force capable of
checking the Nazi regime.
They endorsed and partici-
pated in the Final Solution.




44

"GY6T YOTBIN 0T “Iop[e)) oIyoiry 0194 4q Lrewiwng “$0%/8680d
“F9T-L¥1 dd (86T ‘UOS[OJIN pue
PISTUSPISAA (UOPUOT]) ‘SuUISDIPDOLG [DULIXH DT JO SIDAX 0 PIQL o YIN4] 12T T[OSURIA pIetoy) .
"sotIBY(] ‘10jJesrsl ‘(16671 ‘Ssoid SUBLIOJSTH O, :UOPUOT)
‘00189 1100y Aq UOTIONPOIIUT UB YIIM PINPH ‘TL61-GEGT S214DUT [0O11]0d ~4dY]DM UOPLOH) YLD o
. ‘nejog Jo umo)l £qresu a3 jo dured ay3 03
ISTA 913 SULISA0D ‘[Idy 7 U0 SBWOY [, UBy3nBA PIOJUAM Aq Uss[og 1€ opBW OS[e d1om SIUIPI0IRY |

yAueuriar)
opISUI SUTI0OM puUB JUIAI[ 9]
0} PoIeWIISe SISIOM UIISI0]
UOT[[IW J[BY © puUB SA[OM])
a[) 07 1SBOPROIQ 0] “YUSUIIUO0D
9} U0 uone)s orper (njremod
1so0W puodes poanjdeo-A[mou
oY1 ‘Sanoquwexn  oipey
asn 03 SBM JOLIq JIAY],
‘(9010 Arxeuonyipadxy PoI[V
sa9jrenbpeoy ouwraxdng)

HHVHS Jo puBwIuIos
uRrIpeUR))-UBILISWY-0[SUY
qurol oy} Jepun juawyreds(]
9IBJIBA [eot30[0yo4Asq
peuLIo}-A[Mou 93 Aq purwap
Ul SOA[eSWOY] Ppunoj [ou
-uosaod 90IATeg UBULISY) O[]
Jo xequinu e FHET @8] U]
sAuBuLIar) 0]
soanjeaj pue smou jo ndino
A[tep o[qeptwio] e pepraoxd
YoIym  OSNOl ysng Ul

‘Kopqy, AL07SIET Ul
pauvaddp 2101740 S1Y [, “WNISNP] LOA J0LLAUL] 2Y] 1D U0II1QIYXI]
ISMDIOJO Y] PaIVALO YI1Ym W] Y] Pa] 1SPIDG UDSNG

1108pIeyg suueZng

peseq oo1aTeg ueadoany oyj
JO UO0TI08s Oy} JO }Ie9Y O] jB
U99(q Ty6T 9oUls pey oY 1S1[BID
-ods sowwBIS0IJ SIOIOM
S00IAT0S UBWISY)  S,.09qg
oyl sy ulredwreo s1y3} Jo
jred sem - UBULIOY) UL juan[j
em 9y} 9J10Joq UOpP PJIOIX()
ug - JI9Y[BA\ UOPJIOY) JoLIjeqd
‘sIepJaoq sAuewiasy) 03 dn
IS Urellrg puB[UIBW WOIJ
podem ueaq pey YoIym 0o
epuegedord oy} Surduriq
‘9yBM I18Y] Ul POAOWI dIBLIBM
[eotdojoyoAsd ur sjredxe
‘PFET ULl SOLIIUNO)) MOT 3Y)
SS0J0B POOUBAPE SOI[[V 92 SY

Mmes3il 9] Jo suo1309s,

S I93[ep\ UopJaox) 3Iorrred

9191}
pauostIdwi aso1) Jo SULIBIINS
8y} JOo pue poyruldis Uas[eyg
jeym  Jo  Julpuejsispun
Jodoop ® sooualpne YsILIg
0} SurIq 03 S)I0Jjo Iyl Je
syool 1oded sty ], ,‘uonjRISI]
sdweo oyl Joe syjuow
pue sjyeem oy} UL ues[ayg
Jo orpe.a 10] S3UN000. paTrduod
oym sIoyewW-awrwer3ord
ygg PpeousLiadxe 810 0m)
JO IoM 9y} SI UMmouy [[em
ssorT ‘Axowrowr ae[ndod Ys1ILIg
Ul snjejs dIuodl ue paimnboe
sey - OJI] Aw Jo Aep S[qLLIOY
1S0Wl Y3, PO[[BO I9ISBOPLBOIQ
SNoOwWe] 9} 18YM U0 POPI0IAL
- P61 [1dy Ul uss[eg-uodioyg
18 pessoujim oy

SOU80S 9] JO JUN0IDE

sAqerqui( paeyor

NHSTHI LOOdV SLSVIAVOUdd 099 NMONY HHSSH'T HINOS
:POUIRIT SIIUIISTT SSI[IIM IBYM

95

[our[uo] noSsowwDIIQ() JO MOTARY
"SBIQ OJTWOS-1JUR $IT SAOUWISL 0] PIYJTPOW SBM JUOSDId 38 UMOYS UOISISA OYJ,
291 d Lnutepopy pun wsiruwasyuy “H Aqeodey Aq pejonb usdeypior)

-seJoxd o[qeINOUOY [[B WIOIJ
popnNOXy ‘ejels pepriIdp
B ULl 90U9ISIXo  ‘AIoAe[s
‘9IIX® 03 POAUUWOPUOI ISJI9M
SOPIIOP SB SMOp . AIMS[
Jo st pue Jyonw S[oyMm 9,
Jo 1efeayaod si1 J0J 91 postead
‘IOASI[9q SNOIZI[od OU ‘IS[ITH
" P00[q 10T L18uny ‘sareferiaq
[1A0 SB smap pajordop UOISISA
$J] ‘SIS OO[UO JO SPMOID A(q
pepuejre ‘Ke[d uoissed oY1
pojorUS SI9SR[[IA 8] ‘©FB[[IA

ueLiBABg B ‘Ne3Iowmwretaq()

ur  ‘pegr  eours  Jutxds
AToAR] “uorydnirod pue
[edea1aq po3oAd AdY) sepnp

L0, AT g poang,, 400q Sty
U1 saoudriadxa S1Y S2Q1I0SIP
L] ap18 UDAUY Y] U0 UY]
PUD 0170y £) MDSIDA| PUD ZPOT
Y1 u1 paa1] Jom Yyl Surnp
pUD ZPOTT UL ULOQ SDM KSUIf

(ued(y) winy
(suoy) yg opuer Azisp

O[] {SOPIOIOP SB SMS[ Pojuss
-oad YoIym ‘UorjeuLI}oopur
durseaoun Aq POIBUIWSSSIP
ud9dq sBY 11T ‘0oUls Jd9AY
15598V O[PPIN UBLSLIY) o3
UL SMA[ 81} JO UOTIBZIUOWOP
oY) woaj SUIALIOP ‘ydurajuod
pue Jeey  ‘SuIiyjeol  Jo
JIOATSSI, B SB PIQLIOSIpP ST
WSTITWLG-1IUY “ISNBI0[0Y 912
guture[dxe J0J aJI0W [BOP

18043 © SI 210} ‘WST)TWSG

-Ijue 03 UOMIppe U

,ISNBIOJOH 93 10J
uorjeue[dxd JUIIOIINS B WISTIIWIS-TJUR ST

‘[oBaIST
Jo 9je)s oy} JO UOIIBdId Y}
pue ‘1Tep eouopusadepul 86T
9T} Jo s8000ns Y3 uo joedur
SNOULIOUS U OpBW  IBA
oouopuadepu] I[eBIS] oY)
ur 1ySnoy oym SIOAIAINS
1SNBOO[OY O, SIOAIAINS
1SNBOO[0H oIom Pl
000‘T A£[erewrxoadde I1ep\
oouepusadepu] T[oBAS] 9Y} UL
P[TY ST[ORIST 0009 9Y3 JO N0
‘equo[qeX eBUUBY JI0SS9JOIJ
‘UBTIOISTY  woyseA  Pex
01 SUIPI0OOY ‘AWLIR I[ORIST 9}
Jo ozis oY) JurseaIoul A[[ed
-13seIp Aq AJOJOTA I[0BIST 93
01 pemnquiiuod ‘sdwred J'(J
WOJJ SWBD YoryMm Jo Ajurofewr
oY} ‘SIOATAINS  ISNBOO[OH
oYL 'TG6T Ppue GyEI sieek
o[} Ueam1]8( [oRJIS] 01 psAowW
SIOAIAINS 1ISNBOO[OH 000°0LE
‘18103 Uy ‘Tep\ eduspuadepuy
[eRIS] 8¥61 oYl Ul 343y
pue $9010] 8ouLdJo(] I[OBJIS]
oyr urol o3 oumsaed 01
PO[PARI) SIOAIAINS 1SNBIO[OF
000°eZ Arejewmrxoxddy
‘odoad ystmep oyl o9AIASI
0} PUB[OWIOY B POpPooU ‘SMa[

gutataIns o) odoany uIslser
ur ordoad ystmop oyl Jo
UOTIONIISSP o) IV Uredy
JIoA8)], oseayd Jgeriue] oyl
sowlry ordnynuw pojeadat ol
‘ofdoad ysmmer oyj Jo aanjinj
oY} oJansue 01 puUB[oWOY
B poposu o) pue sowoy pue
SOI[IWR] JIOY} )SO[ SICATAING
ISNBOOTOY ey}  L[joe)-Jo
-Iejyewl pepuodsar 9 ‘XI[o4g
o[ou] peyse [ .;ISNeO0O[0H
91} JO SO1II0IIe 9] SULIOFINS
I93je  JIBA\\ eouepuadepu]
[[eBIS] 98U} UL 3JYSy 03
J3usIls |Y) UIBd SIOAIAINS
1SNBOO[O Ol PIP MOH,,
uoneu
USIMOp-uou Aueg Ul A[9Jes
pue Aqiddey oAl 01 9[qe °q
J0U p[nom Smap ‘eouri] SB
yons AIunod B Ul WSIIWOY
-pue Aq  pelodJje  oIom
SMa[ JT Jey) OZI[Bod 0} [ZISOH
9I0pOoaY ], Ppesned snjiai(]
TN JO U3Bep pue [ELO Oy
"FERT UL ‘UosBaI} JO PIJOTAUOD
A[os[e] sem OUyM ‘Mapf ®
‘snJAdx(] poIJIV JO Yjeep pue
ey peymsnfun oY}
01 osuodsol UL POIBAIO SBM

JUOWSAOW O], "SO8KT ©718[
oY1} Ul SUIAI[ Jo%10dal Youoa]

-YSTMOP B ‘[ZIOH OI0pOSY,

AqQ pejeaId sem  juew
-9AOW JSTUOLZ OYJ, ‘AI0)STY
Moysnoayj} UO0SSO] ouwes

oY) poutesa] peYy SMapf JI9YI0
‘UorjeUu YSIMOB[F © JNOoYIMm
PlIom B ur sagj-uonrmnoosiad
OAI[ J0U P[NOd SMd[ 182
Ieyejpuerd  Awr jysne)
1SNBOO[OH oy} se snp
‘pueOWIOY UMO
T} papedu 48y} By} pue
‘Pueiod pue AurwWIaY) OYI[
‘PoAI] peY A9Y) SIoUM SOLI}
-unod a3 03 3uo[eq j0u PpIp
SMOp oY} 1By} WeY3 ydne)
ISNBOO[OH Oyl ‘XI[| °[oun
0} SUIpI0dOy ‘puB[OWOY €
ures o} aursa[eJ 0} JUaM puer
TUSWISAOW JSTUOTY oY) poutol
A8y} ey} PeppE X9 °pun
‘JUSWIOAOUI ISTUOTY, 8Y3l UO
weyj} pereonpe yorym Arred
POYIT oY} jo yYoueiq B £q
ung Surjesw pepuejye A[re[
-n3al JeyjejpuBI3 AW pue oy
1el} pres Xi[ag opun] LJdO
S8 UYons Ssuor)eZIuB3IO pUER
stoquown A[Iure] Aq polsisse



Gordon Walker arrived in
Luxembourg via Paris on 21
October 1944, enjoying a
rapturous welcome from
Luxemburgers who had
regularly tuned into his
programmes.® With the
battlefront initially just ten
miles away, and events
moving fast, he spent the
next six months using liaison
officers, translators and
interpreters to provide news
commentaries and classical
and light entertainment from
dawn till one in the morning.

On 17 April he and his
American driver, Sergeant
Princie, left Luxembourg in a
recording van for a ‘dash
into Germany’ to make
recordings. It ended up being
a 1,250 mile trip. They
headed first for Brunswick
where the newly-captured
main prison at Wolfenb, ttel
was now under the charge of
an English captain. He
showed them the terrifying
detritus of the prison’s
wartime history — torture
instruments, and a guillo-
tine. A rough memorial had
been put up to the 550
prisoners who had been
executed at the prison.
They were shown a Czech
and a Polish prisoner - in
an appalling state of
malnutrition.®

The next day they tried to
reach a camp they had heard

7 about at Salzwedel, but were
turned back, and instead
recorded the stories of some

.

of the people of Brunswick: a
lawyer who had defended
political prisoners; and the
B,rgermeister, whose inter-
view was ‘long, nervously
delivered, unclear and
self-justificatory. I did not
form a good impression of the
man.”

On Friday 20th April they
arrived at Celle, 30 kilome-
tres from Belsen and the
following day drove to the
camp.

After four intensive years
at Bush House, Gordon
Walker was probably the
most expert in German
affairs of the Allied commen-
tators who visited the camp,
and his deep curiosity can
well be imagined.

What levels of knowledge
would he have encountered
among the British soldiers
who guided him when he
arrived there? It has been
said that British press
reports of Belsen in 1945
failed to give a full account
of what the camp signified,
and in particular did not
acknowledge the high propor-
tion of Jewish inmates in the

camp. Certainly newspaper
accounts were limited by the
fact that most journalists
visited for one day only - and,
with the fast pace of events in
the closing weeks of the war,
had little time for in-depth
interviews and analysis. But
in the camp itself, soldiers
and relief workers — who
had been specially reinforced
by Jewish personnel — had
started to grasp the essen-
tials of what had happened to
thousands of the inmates.
As one Jewish relief worker
commented:
the camp which 1s spoken
of most frequently.. and
with the most dread, is
Auschwitz, and it was
here that many of the
internees were branded
with their numbers®

Nor were the liberators
naive about the fact that
‘official agendas’ would very
likely ensure that certain
facts were censored. A
captain in REME reported:

I've been talking today to
our officer who has been
organising the water
supply to a concentration
camp. Here are some
details that were not
given in the account on
the wireless tonight. 40%
were Jews. The bulk of
the inmates were
Germans but  most
nationalities including
British and American
were represented.

‘They all know my name. It’s often quite touching. When I told the porter of the hotel I was here,

he became very excited and sought out some woman in the office, crying out ‘come quickly, Gordon
Walker is here.” PGW to Audrey Gordon Walker, 21 October 1944, in the Papers of Baron Gordon
Walker, GBR/ 0014/ GNWR, Churchill Archives Centre.

Diaries, p 140.
Diaries, p 142.

6 May 1945.
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IWM Department of Documents, Report by Jane Leverson to Jewish Committee for Relief Abroad,

From the chosen few,

Two of the Boys

labour

dead.

You are victors and survivors

Now working for all of mankind,
And always proud to be a Jew.

Mengele selected you both as slaves
In the stench of furnace and gallows,
In Auschwitz one could barely survive
And the scantiest of hope soon froze.

In the hell-holes of the Nazi slave drivers
All anguished in hunger and dread,
Merely machines for the grimmest of

And, beaten and starved most dropped

and luck

breast,

friends

hoax!

How did you survive such harshness
Where parents and seven sibs perished,
When all you possessed was skin, bone
And the Jewish tradition you cherished?

Luck was the main way to stay alive
But a sure heart beat strong in your

Tragedy engulfed most relations and
But fate saw you through every test.

Six million souls were consumed by fire
And nine Perlmutters, save Alec and Ivor,

Yet revisionists dare call the Holocaust a

I salute you and each Auschwitz survivor.

Zionism, Holocaust survivors, and
creation of Israel

itting on the mantle
over my fireplace is an

old picture that my
Grandmother had given to
my Mother. It is black and
white. I recall as a child, my
mom explaining that this
picture was of my grandfa-
ther, who died many years
ago, holding the Israeli flag
and surrounded by his fellow
soldiers 1in the Israeli
Independence War. But being
a young child I wasn’t able to
understand the significance
of the picture, which
had always filled my
Grandmother with so much
pride. Recently I looked at
this picture again, and was
filled with questions which
my Grandmother, due to a
stroke, was unable to answer.
What is it about Zionism
that caused my grandfather,
and other Zionists like him,
to leave their homes and
families, travel to Palestine,
and fight to create a home-

By Hillary Duchovnay

Hillary Duchovnay, is the
granddaughter of Bluma
and Benjamin Urbas.
Bluma is the sister of Berek
Wurzel, both of whom
came to England with the
Windermere Group. Bluma
is the sister of Berek Wurzel,
both of whom came to
England with the
Windermere Group. Bluma
now lives in the USA. Hillary
has always been a student of
the Holocaust, exploring
the history of the Jewish
people and her family. In the
following article Hillary
explores the importance of
Israel, the strength of
the Jewish soul and the
commitment expressed in the
universal phrase “Never
Again!”

land, after surviving the
Holocaust? My grandfather
was a victim of the Holocaust;
having survived the atroci-
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ties of the concentration
camps of Blizen, Auschwitz
Birkenau, Flossenburg,
Leonburg, and Ganaker. His
number was B 1876. He
was liberated on May 1, 1945,
by the Americans. After liber-
ation, my grandfather and
other survivors went to a
Displaced Persons (“D.P.”)
camp where they were fed,
educated, given vocational
training, and taught about
Zionism, the need for a
Jewish homeland.

I interviewed one of my
grandfather’s best friends,
Uncle Felix, who had met
him in the D.P. camp, in
Germany. Uncle Felix told me
that Holocaust survivors
adopted other survivors and
created new famihes. He also
told me about the procedures
by which the survivors
gained the sponsorships
necessary to leave the
D.P. camps and enter a new
country. The survivors were
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not mine. Most of the
celebrants were in uncon-
cealed floods of tears.*®

The following Saturday
morning, he recorded another
Jewish service where ‘all
around women and men
burst into tears and cried
openly.’

Then we collected the
orchestra together. They
had got their instru-
ments from the old camp
band. Some of them
played very well. They
loved old jazz and played
such tunes as I can’t give
you anything but love.

The mood to play was
infectious - the atmosphere in
the camp must have been
quite extraordinary at this
point - and Gordon Walker
collected together some
Russian girls and Dutch boys
to sing. The Russians sang
partisan songs, and the
Dutch what appears to have
been a specially-composed
short song ‘the English: long
may they live in glory’.

On the last evening Gordon
Walker was given access to
some of the Nazi guards who
were being held in custody.
With a borrowed pistol for
protection, and back-up from
the British military, he tried
to find an SS member ready
to describe what had gone
on in the camps. A medical
doctor who had been at

Auschwitz tried to claim that
he had only tended the sick,
but another - a Rumanian -
agreed to talk. A woman

prisoner also, Elizabeth
Volkenrath - who had over-
seen the women’s camp at
Auschwitz-Birkenau and
subsequently held a similar
post in Belsen - was also
with considerable difficulty
persuaded to speak on tape."”

During his time at the
camp Gordon Walker realised
that the rescue efforts of the
British medical personnel
were not progressing as fast
as they should.

The concluding passages of
his typescript of the diary are
prefaced with the words
FROM HERE ON NOT
FOR PUBLICATION and
document the ‘serious short-
comings’ which delayed deci-
sions so that the evacuation
of the military training
school happened more than a
week later than it might
have. ‘The main cause was
that there was no person in
the camp who was of high
enough authority to take
decisions and to put in his
requests to the proper

authorities.” He emphasises

in a later paragraph that ‘it’s
a question of decision and
authority’.’®

What had happened? A
report 1n 224 Military
Government Detachment’s
war diary shows that there
had indeed been ‘frequent
changes of command’ and
that this lack of authority
had meant that fewer lives
had been saved than
might have been. It is clear
that it was those in overall
authority rather than the
medical personnel on
the ground who bore respon-
sibility for the slowness of
response.™

Gordon Walker left Belsen
on the Sunday morning and
he and Princie drove to the
virtually flattened town of
Hamm, where eight out of ten
of the population were living
in cellars. In the days that
followed Gordon Walker
wrote up his visit to Germany
as a slim book, The Lid Lifts,
for the publisher Victor
Gollancz, finishing the first
draft just as news came
of Germany’s unconditional
surrender.

The radio programme for
which he had made the
recordings was assembled
and broadcast in the evening
of Sunday 27 May as ‘Belsen:
Facts and Thoughts’.

Although the organisation-
al failings of the rescuers had
obviously perplexed Gordon
Walker, it would have been

¢ Patrick Gordon Walker, The Lid Lifts, (London: Gollancz, 1945), p 46.

" National Sound Archive, T 8691. See also Political Diaries, pp 150-152. For more on Elizabeth
Volkenrath see Raymond Phillips, (Ed) The Belsen Trial, William Hodge, 1949, pp 213 -222,

8 Papers of Baron Gordon Walker, Churchill Archives Centre. Gordon Walker omitted his critical
section from the copy of his diary which he lodged with the BBC.
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See Joanne Reilly, Belsen: the liberation of a concentration camp, (London: Routledge 1998, pp 34-

36 and Chapter 5, ‘Frustrations, 18-23 April 1945’ in Ben Shephard, After Daybreak: the Liberation
of Belsen, 1945, (London: Cape, 2005). Captain Gluck’s Progress Report of 29 April - two weeks
after the camp was discovered (W0219/3944) stated: ‘feeding and fair distribution of food still a

problem’.

? ‘Belsen Concentration Camp: Facts and Thoughts’, Sunday 27 May 1945, BBC Written Archives

Centre.
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My visit to Kiev and Babi Yar

iev was the capital

of the Ukrainian

oviet Republic with a

population of 875,000, among
them 175,000 Jews.

The Germans started the
war against the Soviet Union
on the 22nd June 1941. The
western Ukraine and
Byelorussia were overrun by
the Germans in the first
week of the war. The NKVD
were on the old Polish
Russian border and they
did not let westerners cross
unless they were party
members, militia, fire
brigade members or part of
the Soviet administration.
They were afraid of spies; so
the western Ukrainian and
Byelorussian Jews were
trapped. No escape. We
knew that we would have
many problems under
the German occupation.
However, we did not think
that the Germans would try
to kill us all.

Kiev was a different story.
The German army entered
Kiev on 21st September 1941.
The Jews had three months
to escape. Many were
mobilised in the Red army
while others moved their
factories to the east. Over
35,000 remained, thinking
and hoping that nothing
would happen to them. The
Soviet Union knew of the
German atrocities against
the Jews, yet they did not
evacuate them. Because of
the Ribbentrop — Molotov
Agreement, the Ukrainian
Jews were lulled into a false
sense of security because
they did not believe that as
Soviet allies, the Germans
would commit atrocities in
occupied Poland.

Two days after occupation,
the SS immediately made a

Jack Kagan

Jack is a committee member
of our Society and has been a
contributor to our Journal in
recent years. His continuous
efforts to keep alive the
memory of his people
from Novogrodek is most
commendable. He published
a book “Surviving The
Holocaust With The Russian
Jewish  Partisans” and
recently compiled a book
entitled “Novogrodek - A
History Of A Shtetl”.

plan to kill all the Jews that
remained in Kiev. The SS
Colonel Paul Globel, the head
of Einsatzgruppe C., was in
charge. On September 28th,
2,000 notices were posted in
and around Kiev for the Jews
to assemble on  29th
September at 8 am at the
corner of Melnicovskaya and
Dukhtorovskaya Street.
They were to bring their
documents, money, other
valuables and warm clothes
and linen. Not suspecting
what lay in store for them,
almost all obeyed the
German order. Some even
came early in order to get a
good seat on the train. When
the Jews arrived in great
numbers, they were herded
into Babi Yar, a large ravine
surrounded with barbed wire.
They were ordered to put
down the bundles and to
strip naked, and then
they were machine-gunned.
According to official SS
reports, the Germans,
together with Ukrainian
volunteers, murdered 33,771
Jews on 29th-30th
September 1941, two days
before Yom Kippur.
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Babi Yar became a killing
ground. In a nearby ravine,
the Germans killed another
70,000 Russian prisoners of
war, and others.

In 1976, the Soviet author-
ities built a monument over
the second ravine and did not
acknowledge that 33,771
Jews were massacred there.
The place became a rubbish
dump. The Jews of Kiev used
to meet there as a protest
against anti-Semitism in the
Soviet Union. During the
Communist era, the poet
Yevgenii Yevtushenko wrote
a poem and Shostakovvich
wrote the 13th Symphony in
memory of Babi Yar.

After the collapse of
Communism, the Soviet
citizens requested  the
authorities to clear up the
area and to build some
sort of monument to the
Jewish victims. In 1991, a
monument in the form of
a menorah was erected on the
killing site.

At the beginning of August
2006, I received an invitation
from Victor Yushchenko, the
President of the Ukraine, to
attend the 65th anniversary
of the tragedy of Babi Yar,
which was to take place on
26th and 27th September.

I really could not decide
whether to go and, in the end,
I decided to make the trip,
as I had never been to
Kiev. It would give me the
opportunity to see the city
and meet with Ukrainian
Jews. I arrived on the 26th
September. To me, the 26th
was a day of celebration and
sadness as that was the day
when we escaped through the
tunnel and about eighty
inmates lost their lives. The
plane was late, the traffic in
Kiev was as bad as in London
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which had so perplexed their
parents in previous weeks.?

‘That was the message in
song,” Gordon Walker closed
the programme, ‘of these
children from this terrible
concentration camp to the
children in Britain. I suppose
they are the saddest songs
you will ever hear. All these
Russian and Dutch children
had lost their fathers and
mothers, murdered by the
Nazis.™

Leonard Cottrell’s ‘The
Man from Belsen’

In April 1946 BBC listeners
heard the first full-length
drama documentary account
of daily life in the Nazi camps
as experienced by prisoners,
when the Home Service
broadcast a dramatised
feature about the experiences
of a British survivor of
Belsen, Harold Le Druillenec.
It was written and produced
by Leonard Cottrell - writer
of a number of talks, plays
and adaptations for the BBC,
who in later decades would
find fame as the author of
several popular histories
of the ancient world, among
them The Bull of Minos and
The Lost Pharoahs.

Le Druillenec was a
schoolmaster on Jersey, and
during the Channel Islands’
occupation had been
arrested, together with his
sister, Louisa Gould, for
helping to shelter an escaped
Russian prisoner of war. His
trial took place just two
weeks after the Normandy

landings - the sounds of the

fighting on the nearby
French coast could actually
be heard in the St Helier
courtroom - but the Nazi
administration were still
sending convicted Channel
Islanders to the French
mainland, and Le Druillenec
was taken off the island to
begin his five month sentence

in a prison near Rheims.

From there he was sent to
Neuengamme, on the out-
skirts of Hamburg, where he
was selected to join a slave
labour detachment in
Wilhelmshaven. As the
Allies approached, he was
transported to Belsen, arriv-
ing there on 5 April 1945.%
After the liberation Le
Druillenec had been nursed
back to health in a hospital at
Epsom, Surrey. He was
briefly heard on the Home
Service when the Belsen
Trial - at which he was a
witness - was reported from
L,neberg. Then on Christmas
Day 1945 he was heard by
literally millions of wireless
listeners in Britain and

abroad when he broadcast
live from Castle Cornet in
Jersey on ‘Wherever you may

be’ - an hour-long sharing of
greetings from different
locations which directly pre-
ceded the King’s Christmas
message.*

Cottrell presumably inter-
viewed his subject at length
and drew out from these
conversations a narrative
and a cast of characters. The
‘little band of friends’ Le
Druillenec had made during
his captivity helped shape
the piece: Colonel Reynaud, a
First World War veteran and
‘very much the old type of
cavalry officer’; the bluff,
sturdy American, Lloyd
Gybels, who advises newly
arrived inmates ‘don’t judge
things by the standards of
ordinary life’; the pale aristo-
crat Jean de Frotte whose
privileged background made
him least adaptable to the
privations of camp life; and
‘little Baudu’, a tough Breton
cattle-breeder.

The BBC must have been
impressed by the script and
gave it a strong cast of actors
including Valentine Dyall
(familiar to Home Service
listeners as ‘The Man in
Black’ in the popular thriller
series Appointment with
Fear, then five years into
what would be a twelve-year
run). Le Druillenec himself
was persuaded to participate
as narrator. A musical accom-
paniment was commissioned
from the  distinguished
composer William Alwyn, and
Eugene Pini, the well-known
violinist, engaged to play it.
Sound Effects were briefed to

* BBC Written Archives Centre, ‘Children’s Belsen’ by Patrick Gordon Walker, 2.5 1945.
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Gordon Walker - who had been much involved in Labour politics in Oxford in the 1930s - won the

seat for Smethwick in the 1945 General Election, and began a third career in politics. It would
span nearly three decades, and make him an expert in Commonwealth affairs, and briefly - in 1964

- Foreign Secretary.
25

‘Family Affair’, (Jersey: Jersey Museums Service, 1998)

% BBC Yearbook, 1946
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Paul Sanders, The Ultimate Sacrifice, Chapter 5, Compassion with a Capital C: Louise Gould’s

A Yom Ha’Shoah to remember

eptember 11 became an
important and somber
date for me long before
the infamous attacks on the
World Trade Center and
the Pentagon. For on that
same date, in 1939, 1 lost my
parents and younger sisters
when German warplanes
strafed a field near our
hometown of Deblin, Poland.
I survived only because my
mother sent me home to
retrieve a precious sewing
machine.
You see, the Germans had

invaded Poland on
September 1. They bombed
our town  immediately

because it had the largest
military airfield in Poland.
My family had just returned
from synagogue when the
bombs started falling. That
night, many of us left Deblin
for a wvillage called Ryki,
where we thought we would
be safer. But the bombers
came. They burned the
houses in the village and we
took refuge in a field, to
no avail.

I was 16, the eldest of five
children. Soon after our
family was killed, I and my
two younger brothers, Sidney
and Henry, were incarcerated
and put to work in a slave
labor camp that had been set
up at the airfield in Deblin.
Had we attempted to escape,
we could have been shot by
our German guards or killed
by nearby Polish villagers,
who stood to benefit from our
deaths by claiming our
property. When the Russian
army advanced into Poland
five years later, we were
moved to a forced labor camp
in Czestochova, nearer to the
German border. There were
two trains in the transport to

Melvin Federbush

Melvin is the husband of Elsa
Stern, the sister of Meier, both
of whom came to England in
February 1946 with the
Czech-Hungarian group.

Czestochova, and we heard
that children on the first
train were killed upon arrival
at the camp. My brothers
and I got lucky — we were on
the second train. In
January 1945, as the
Russians continued their
offensive, we were deported
to Buchenwald. (Ironically,
after we left the first two
camps, both were liberated
by the Russians.)

Without warning, at the
end of Januaryl945, 1 was
separated from my brothers
and placed in a terrible
camp in Triglitz. In April,
the Americans liberated
Buchenwald. A  month
earlier, I leapt to freedom
from a cattle car that was
transporting me, along with
other prisoners, from Triglitz
to Theresienstadt concentra-
tion camp, the way-station
for Auschwitz. I managed to
find work on a farm in the
German countryside by
telling the farmer that I was
Polish. (I learned later that
the farmer suspected that I
was a Jew but, being a decent
human being, he went along
with my ruse.)

I returned to Buchenwald
in June 1945 to search for my
little brothers. My brother
Henry, who had worked for
the resistance even while in
the camp, died two days
after liberation, from a
severe beating that he had
sustained the week before
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when he was discovered
breaking into an ammunition
depot. But 15-year-old Sidney
was alive! When I arrived at
Buchenwald, I learned
that the Swiss Red Cross was
there making plans to
transport all the surviving
children under 16 years of
age to Switzerland for
rehabilitation. At 22, I was
too old to be included.
My brother and I had been
separated only once since
our captivity, and I was
determined not to let that
happen again. So I prevailed
upon a young American army
chaplain for help.

His name was Rabbi
Herschel Schacter, and he
was 26 years old at the time.
I had heard about how, when
he entered Buchenwald with
the liberating Third U.S.
Army battalion on April 11,
the young New Yorker raced
through the camp yelling in
Yiddish, “Thr zentfrei! You are
free! The war is over!” At that
moment, he restored the
former inmates’ souls, and
their humanity. Then, two
days after liberation, he held
a Passover seder in the
camp. (That seder was
immortalized by a photo-
graph now preserved in the
archive of the U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Museum in
Washington, DC.)

Living up to his motto,
“No dJewish family will be
separated,” Rabbi Schacter
made sure that Sidney and I
remained together. We went
to Switzerland and after
the immigration laws were
liberalized for children,
Sidney immigrated to New
York. I followed three years
later, in 1950.

In New York, I started my
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