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- KURIMA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1942

Judith Sherman

Judith (nee Stern) lived with her younger sister Miriam in Weir Courtney

and in Lingfield House.
later emigrated to the

She studied Social Science at the L.S.E. and
USA.,

where she lives with her

husband Reuven in New Jersey. In recent years she has been lecturing

on the Holocaust.

Evka’s Request

here are only a handful of

Jewish families left in the

village. My friend Evka’s
family is for the next transport. Evka
comes by with a request.

“As soon as we get there, I will
send our new address to you so you
can send us Papa’s letters,” she says.

“I will,” T reply  “But why
dont you send the address to him
directly?”

She looks hurt.
writing to this address.

“Promise you will check for
his letter every day at the post
office. 1told them to give it to you.”
I promise.

Evka badly wants Papas letters
and she is equally concerned that
they not be sent back to him, lest he
stop writing.

Papa’s letters come only about two
to three times a year. Her father left
for America seven years ago. Then
the plan was that he would send for
the family as soon as he saved up the

“Papa is used to

”

fares. Evka was five and her brother
Isaac three when he left. In every
letter he states the tickets will arrive
“soon.” Every letter brings hope and
disappointment. Evka knows him by
the one coloured photograph he sent.
It is in a silver-plated frame on a
small lace coloured table. Out of
hurt and frustration her mother turns
the photograph face down when
Evka leaves for school - then, on her
return from school, Evka rightens it.
This regular ritual is never discussed.
They are sweetly protective of each
other whilst from far away America
Papa keeps the hurt and hopes alive.
Maternal grandparents keep the
family fed.

I pick up one letter from the post
office, but receive no forwarding
address. Evka must not have an
address.

At what point are the letters no
longer delivered? No longer written?
What does he make of this - that
papa in America whose photograph
in Kurima moves from upright to
downright to upright.

DEPORTATIONS, 1942

Judith Sherman

he town crier announces
deportations will take place.

The language used is “resettle-

ment to the East.” More information
is not provided, except for the
luggage allowed - one suitcase per
person. The deportations are by
categories. Young people, men,
families with no exemptions and on.
Szuri lives with her grandmother.
Just the two of them. Her parents
died several years ago. Szuri is
twelve. Her grandmother - I do not

know: - but she seems very old
and frail. Szuri and grandmother
are among the first families to be
deported. 1 am there to - to - to be
there. We do not say goodbye
because we do not yet comprehend
what deportation is. Szuri stands in
the small front room fingering the
needle-point picture on the wall.
Her mother made it. The frame is
oval and not very large, but Szuri has
no room in her suitcase. “It will be
here after the war,” she says, stroking
it gently  She leaves to help her

22

PRESOV
GESTAPO PRISON,
CZECHOSLOVAKIA,

1944

Judith Sherman

Your years a tale

I recognize you

who passed through
and left your marks
on these prison walls

Your years a tale

of harmonica sounds
of planted corn
mended shoes

you carried little ones

across the brook

you prayed - you whistled

fixed the roofs and lit the lamps
made bread - made wine
danced and teased

drank buttermilk

fear not, fear not
may these walls rot
ere I forget your
years, your tales

You who come here
after me recount
my tale my years
my brevity.

“periphery” of Christianity. If
there is too much of it, we will
become secularized and suppress
our faith.

I would also like to see a great
act of mnational forgiveness. (To
make things perfectly clear: Thanks
to my parents, | knew from
childhood what communism means.
My father was proud of having
fought against the Bolsheviks.) Now I
meet people who are denied any
dignity because they once had
something to do with the Party.
I am not talking about the leadership,
who should be punished for their
crimes. I?m talking about the rank
and file who tried to build that
Poland because they were convinced
that they were doing right. They
deserve to be able to die with a
feeling of dignity.

My colleagues and superiors
expected me to become a professor of
philosophy. I let them down. I am
merely the chaplain at a long-term
care facility run by the Trinitarian
Sisters on Kollataj Street in Cracow:
75 elderly, ill women. The encounter
with them is, for me, a great divine
grace-a meditation on human
greatness, on life and death, on man
and God.

My deepest dream-and 1 am not
saying this in order to provide a mov-
ing point to the story-is for a rabbi to
say the kaddish over my coffin. Then
I could truly call myself a Catholic,
because Catholicism means
“the whole” (the word “Catholic”
comes from the Greek katholon, or,
“according to the whole”), the Jewish
roots and the shoots that sprang from
them-Christianity.

Stanislaw Musial, SJ., 60, is-a
Jesuit who was secretary - of
the Polish Episcopate Commission
for Dialogue with Judaism from
1986-95. In 1987, he played
a decisive role in reaching an
agreement with Jewish representa-
tives in the controversy over
the site of the Carmelite convent
at Auschwitz.  Until 1991, he
was associate editor of Tygodnik
Powszechny.  He was the first
winner of the “Polish Pulitzer
Prize” (acknowledged just
before Christmas, 1998, by Press
magazine).

Witold Beres and Krzysztof Burnetko
are journalists from the staff of
Tygodnik Powszechny.

grandmother down the steps and
into the waiting truck.

Very shortly after, village people
loot the house. A villager looks
at the needle-point picture, and
then throws it onto the heap on
the floor with the other no
longer valued items. The glass
shatters and the f{rame breaks.
He takes with him the coffee
pot and umbrella. 1 stand hidden
behind the drapes and cry - for
Szuri, because she is not here to do
her own crying.

Poland?

non-believers.

remarkable.

so, that he wished

by the Rabbi of Cracow.

FATHER STANISLAW MUSIAL

Professor Stanislaw Obirek

Stanislaw Obirek holds the Chair of History &
Philosophy of Culture at the University School of
Philosophy & Religious Pedagogy in Crakow and is
the Director of the Centre of Culture and Dialogue.
He took part in a recent one-day seminar at The
Institute of Polish-Jewish Studies in London and
spoke on What are the Fundamental Philosophical
Issues Currently Raised by the Holocaust Debates in

Fr. Stanislaw Musial was born on lst May 1938
in Lososina Gorna near Limanowa in Poland.
He died on 5th March 2004 in Cracow.
probably the first time - certainly in post-war
- Poland - that the funeral of a Catholic priest
was attended not only by hundreds of priests, nuns,
and thousands of Catholics and other Christians
(Protestants and Orthodox) but also by Jews and
The attendance at the Catholic
funeral in a Catholic cemetery of three Rabbis
and the Israeli Ambassador to Poland was indeed
The explanation is simple - the
life and work of Stanislaw Musial was unusual.
His commitment and collaboration was deeply
rooted in his religious convictions, so much
to have
Kaddish for him at his funeral. To him Kaddish was
as important as the Catholic prayers.
moving to listen to the prayers read by the
Cardinal of Cracow followed by the prayers incanted

It was

a Rabbi say

It was

Stanislaw Musial. SJ
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Umschlagplatz, 6,000 people a day;
within two days, the number was
increased to 10,000 a day, and more.
Some poor and hungry volunteered
because the Germans promised
food on departure. The first victims
were patients in hospitals, orphan-
ages, and old people. My paternal
grandparents came to say goodbye,
and to see me for the last time.
They were told that the block in
which they lived would be evacuated
the next morning. Hot July, blue
skies - on the street complete
pandemonium. People scurrying
back and forth, avoiding being
caught, trying to get a pass for a
German-owned factory. Many
small so-called shops opened up,
employing people.  Three large
factories already existed - Toebbens,
Schultz and Brushmakers. For the
first couple of weeks we were still
allowed to live in our Ghetto flat in
which our small family of four had
lived for 20 months. We clung to
the miserable normality which was
slipping away. My uncle Jozef,
through connections and bribery,
was employed by the Schultz shop
and had a pass, an Ausweiss - a
Lebenskarte as we called it. One
down, three to go. The ‘Action’ was
raging. Sometimes as many as
13,000 a day were deported. The
landlord of our Ghetto flat became a
foreman in the tailoring department
of Toebbens shop. He was a
professional tailor. He tried to
employ people who owned sewing
machines. He took my mother into
his department and now she had the
card of life! .

At the beginning of August,
the walls were tightening up. The
fortunate exempted from immediate
deportation had to live near factories,
or the Jewish Council or Jewish
police blocks. The rest of the Ghetto,
called wild, was off-limits. But
thousands of people were hiding in
special camouflaged places - attics,
basements, etc.

The Action continued. Every few
streets one or two open lorries with
German gendarmes, carbines, and
even machine guns, waited to fill it
up for transport. The catching,
struggling, round-up and beating of
people were left to the Jewish police.
The final blows were left for the
Germans. All the stores and food
supplies ceased to exist. The thriving

black market which kept the Ghetto
alive for 20 months just stopped. 1
don’t remember eating any meals the
first days of the Action. Again,
through bribery and protection,
my stepfather, Stanislaw, became
employed in a shoemakers depart-
ment of Toebbens. Another card
of life! We had to move nearer
the Toebbens factory to a miserable,
rat-infected place. The workers had
to be inside the gates at 6 o'clock in
the morning... My parents with their
Ausweisses (passes) and the help of
the Jewish police smuggled me inside
the factory gate every morning in the
tailoring department. My mother
was finishing buttonholes of boys’
clothing, all in thin blue fabric.
Some days she ironed, patched
and cleaned uniforms. She worked
at the table approximately four feet
long and three feet wide with the
unfinished merchandise under the
table. That was my hiding place. 1
was lying between the boys’ clothing
or uniforms at my mother’s feet for
twelve hours daily until the 6 pm
whistle, when everyone ran to the
courtyard to collect a bowl of watery
soup. But that routine was too
peaceful.  That first big Action
continued until mid-September and
deported about 310,000 people.
Even the cards of life were not safe.
Selections  started inside the
factories. Mid-August my young
wonderful uncle Jozef was taken
from Schultz’s factory. Thousands of
people caught and brought to the
Umschlagplatz were literally shoved
into the cattle wagons. A Jewish
policeman, a friend who was also a
pharmacist, and before the war
employed by my grandfather, tried
frantically to pull uncle Jozef out of
the transport. He was not successful.
That evening he told us what
happened. It was a terrible blow.
At first we were timidly uncertain
that such a place as Treblinka
could exist; but as the name was
more and more whispered by the
Ghetto inmates, our hopes of survival
diminished. :

The Toebbens also started selec-
tions. Whatever one reads and
knows, one cannot imagine the
feeling of standing in front of a
tall, handsome, impeccably gloved
hand, which, if moved to the left,
indicated the inmate had to sit on
the pavement or road, ready for
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transport. If to the right, the inmate
had to remain standing and was
marched back into the factory in a
group. We were always facing
selection in rows of five. At one
section, standing in the row with my
parents, I realised that we had no
chance for three out of five to survive
the selection. In a second I pushed
my mother to the front and my
stepfather to the back. Strange
people automatically stepped in
their place to keep the row of
five.  We passed the selection.
Did 1 hasten anybodys final
moment? Who knows, but 1 do
think about it.

Blockades of whole sections,
empty buildings and continuous rain
of feathers - where did all the feathers
come from?

Our Toebbens shop was located
on Leszno Street, in what was once a
gymnasium. One hot and sunny
morning towards the end of August,
a Nazi director, Herr Bauch, called
everyone to the courtyard. He said
that it was common knowledge that
children were hiding in the premises.
‘It prevents parents from doing their
best and hampers the productivity
needed for the Reich.” The nice man
arranged for nurses to accompany
the transport to an open space for the
children to play in the fresh air and a
kettle of porridge to eat. All under
the threat of death - down in ten
minutes. Thirty or so children from
different departments came down,
including myself. I was just about to
join the group at the gate when a boy
I knew stopped me. ‘Come, come
with me!l” He knew his way around
this old school, and soon we were
safely hidden in the attic. When we
heard the whistle at 6 pm we came
down and joined the others in the
queue for soup. Everyone realised
that the children were not coming
back. Mothers were hitting their
heads on the walls, some screamed,
some stayed deadly quiet. When I
walked up to my mother, she had a
wild bewildered look. Without a
word or looking at anyone, she
grabbed me and ran through the
factory gates to our hovel. No soup
that evening. After that tragedy it
was impossible to hide in the shop.
No-one was allowed to stay in the
living quarters. All the doors had to
be left open, and the Germans
continuously checked the buildings.

In 1952, at the height of Stalinism,
the authorities closed down
the minor seminary. One July
night, the militia surrounded
the monastery and brought in
bricklayers who walled off three
quarters of the building where we
minor seminarians lived together
with the Jesuits. In this situation,
the Jesuit fathers allowed the
majority of us to take our vows even
though we had not reached the
so-called “canonical age” of fifteen.
Thus; 1 donned the cassock as a
fourteen-year-old boy...

After being consecrated as a priest,
I went abroad in 1965. And 1
remained outside Poland until
1979.1 studied in Rome for several
years, and then in Munich, and did
pastoral work in France, then in Italy
again, then Germany and France.
During those fourteen years, 1 spent
less than three weeks in Poland.
What is more, I had no contact with
Poles living abroad, and so 1 missed
out on all the Polish cultural and
political life of the period. Soon
afterwards, 1 had another interrup-
tion from 1981 to 1985, when I was
in Austria. In that period, I spent
two years as a guest in a Trappist
monastery, which cured me
forever of eating meat and
watching television. Although I met
many Jewish people and made
friends with them during these stays
abroad, 1 never experienced any
turning point.

The Einsatzkommando
turned up...

The breakthrough came with the
Auschwitz convent controversy. It
erupted after I had returned to
Poland for good and resumed my
employment (which had begun in
1980) at Tygodnik Powszechny. I
remember how Bernard Suchecky, a
young historian from Brussels,
showed up at the editorial offices on
Christmas Eve, 1985. All my col-
leagues went to the archdiocesan
curia to exchange holiday wishes
with the cardinal. Jerzy Turowicz
asked me to look after our visitor.
During that conversation, 1 learned
what a problem the Carmelite con-
vent at Auschwitz represented for
Jews. Before that, no one on the
newspaper staff had had the slightest
idea. 1 even joked that it was a
beautiful thing that the sisters

were singing Jewish psalms there,
that things could be worse-but it
was a stupid joke, and to this day 1
regret it.

Suchecky  visited  Cardinal
Macharski, traveled to Auschwitz,
and wrote about the whole affair.
That was what really set off protests
in Jewish circles against the presence
of Catholic nuns at the site of the
Holocaust. The Cardinal asked Jerzy
Turowicz and me to help in this
matter. It is therefore not true, as one
bishop later suggested, that the
delegates to the negotiations with
the Jews had nominated themselves.

That was when I began studying
the problem of the destruction of
the Jews. It was the fate of Jewish
children during the war that made
the greatest impression on me. Such
as the memoirs from the Ukraine

of two German army chaplains

who described how the Germans
assembled more than a hundred
Jewish children in one house. They
were marked for liquidation, but the
required personnel were unavailable.
The oldest child was ten. They
were left without food, without
warm clothing, with nothing. And
they took care of each other. Four-
year-olds and six-year-olds took care
of little toddlers. And then the
Einsatzkommando turned up...

That was a terrible shock to me.

As a Christian, I began asking,
How was this possible? How could
my Church have kept silent? The
older 1 get, the more the sin of the
silence of the Church during the
Shoah weighs on me. I can no longer
smile fully because of it. Especially
because 1 see no will among us
Catholics to strike our breasts in
contrition.

In the spring of 1998, the Vatican
nevertheless did issue a document
on the Holocaust and the attitudes
of Christians toward Jews. The
document evoked a great deal of
criticism.

- In one regard, it is a very
important text, for it uses the proper
definition of the word Shoah. It
states forthrightly that the Jews died
only because they were Jews. Yet, at
the same time, it goes on upholding
the thesis that we-Catholics, the
church-were only anti-Judaists,
not anti-Semites; the concept of
anti-Semitism is reduced to racist
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anti-Semitism alone. This document;
fortunately, was not signed by ‘the
Holy Father, but only by Cardinal
Edward Cassidy, chairman of the
Vatican commission for dialogue
with Judaism.

The other circumstance in which I
live-and live in joy-is among the
Jesuits. The society boasts a special
vow of obedience to the Pope: always
obedient and united. However, some
of my foreign brothers hold the
thesis that there can be no genuine
obedience without a certain dose of
“‘holy” disobedience. And it is hard
to say that they are wrong. If the
Jesuits had stood as one man in
the sixteenth century and opposed,
for instance, the burning of heretics,
then the Holy Father would not now
have to apologize (or at least not to
such a degree) for this sin by the
Church.

Prohibitions

We have heard that you have been
prohibited from speaking out on
certain subjects. It began with
your November, 1997 article
“Black is Black” in Tygodnik
Powszechny. You wrote that the
Church hierarchy should react
to the anti-Semitic utterances of-
the clergy, because otherwise
it will share responsibility for
the propagation of hatred in
Poland. (Journalistic circles
regarded this as an act of civic
courage, and the monthly Press
awarded you the ‘Polish Pulitzer
Prize.?) Later, when the conflict
over the Auschwitz gravel pit
broke out, you stated that
the cross was being used as an
instrument of hatred there.
You were then attacked by the
Primate of Poland; he called you
“a representative of the Jewish
option.”

-Yes. In August 1998, after I
published an article titled “A
Clenched Fist in Opposition-the
Crosses at Auschwitz,” I was forbid-
den on paper from “speaking out in
the matter of the crosses at Auschwitz
and related subjects.” The vagueness
of this prohibition was painful to me.
Is not Christ one of these “related
subjects”? Not without a certain
amount of “Jesuit contrariness,” 1
regard the prohibition as covering
perhaps only new judgements. I can,
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WHERE WAS GOD IN
AUSCHWITL...?

Michael Ftkind

Michael came to England
with the Windermere Group
and lived at the Cardross
Hostel in Scotland. He is a
poet of high standing and was
dubbed by our President,
Martin  Gilbert, as the
Society’s poet. He has been a
frequent contributor to our
Journal.

Was it a test

We had to undergo

Like that of Job

Long long ago

To see if our faith survived

The chamber filled with Zyklon B...
Six million tests...?

Of course we prayed

When Satan closed the door
And darkness fell

(A drowning man wil! clutch at
straw)

... and so they died
Your Name upon their lips
Your very Name

But where were You
when Children fed the flame...?

ON
BUCHENWALD

Michael Etkind

Oh Buchenwald - why should | forget

you

You were my destiny

Can he who’s never seen you know
what man’s nature is

And he who was not in you and

never
felt your blows

What does he know of freedom
who only freedom knows

Oh Buchenwald - my past

Who cursed your fertile soil -
your sky above

Who put a spell upon your tall
majestic trees

Who's sown the seeds that grew
that poison plant

Oh Buchenwald - my ever present
past
You've robbed me of my youth
destroyed my faith
You've left me stranded and alone
And taught me how to look at men
stripped to their naked
bones

Oh Buchenwald - you graveyard
of a million dreams.

REVENGE? - PILZEN MAY
1945

Michael Etkind

Ah yes - revenge

How many times | swore

To take it

When the war would end

But was | sober when | swore
Or drunk with hate

But then when freedom came

| gave them water

From a well

The Russian soldiers looked

They shook my hand

And then | saw the tears in their eyes
As they embraced me

One by one

| walked away without a word

If 1 could recreate

The way | felt

On that May afternoon...

That peace... that thoughtless
Unexpected unpremeditated bliss
That weightless walk on air

That calm

That glimpse of paradise

It did not last

A motor bike revved up

Beneath the mount on which | lay
And brought me down to earth

That timeless moment did not last.

ot long ago - as a matter of

fact, this last March 20th

2004 - 1 had the opportunity
to celebrate the 50th wedding
anniversary of David and Olive
Herman. At that get-together, I met
some of the London Boys and Girls
whom I had met as a result of
coming to England in 1946. The
celebration inspired me to contribute
to this years journal, and tell my
story of survival and my time in
England. Without exaggeration, I
must say that when I became one
of the 100 boys and girls that were
chosen for the last group out
of Prague to London, it was
probably one of the happiest days in
my life. It was about 15 months
after my liberation and I was very
uncertain of what the future would
bring for me.

WHAT IT TOOK T0
SURVIVE

Steve (Shimi) Mermelstein

Steve came to England
in June 1946 with the
Czech/Hungarian boys. He
lived in the shelter in the
East End. He subsequently
emigrated to the States and
now lives in Los Angeles.

I was born in a small village called
Zsdenyova in the Carpathian
Mountains of what was then
Czechoslovakia. We were a family of
ten children, five boys and five girls.
I was the youngest. My father owned
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a lumber mill, a general store,
and the police station that he built
next to our house. We were quite
comfortable, but it came with hard
work on my fathers part. In 1933
and 1934, two of my brothers and
one sister made Aliya to what was
then Palestine. It broke my mother’s
heart to part with them, especially
my oldest brother Arje whom she
adored; after all he was the first-born.
David and Bella also were great
Zionists and determined to help
build the State of Israel. All three are
gone now, but they left a wonderful,
large family, which currently consists
of over 50 members. In 1937,
my mother unexpectedly died
of meningitis and we were all devas-
tated at the loss. 1 was 8 years old.
In 1938, Hitler divided
Czechoslovakia and our part became

What does it consist of?

Committing the sin of anti-Semitism
means that, in everyday or political
decisions, you are guided by whether
or not someone is of Jewish origins.
You commit the sin of anti-Semitism
if you write anti-Semitic slogans on
the walls, or if you tolerate the
writing of such slogans. Just ask
yourself what a Jewish mother is
supposed to tell her child who comes
home terrified after reading such a
graffiti. You commit the sin of
antiSemitism if, instead of the correct
term “Jew,” you talk about “little
Jews” or “Jew-boys.” You commit the
sin of anti-Semitism if you deny the
dimensions of the Holocaust And so
on.

The letter would have to be very
concrete, almost like an instruction
manual. Theorizing won?t do any
good, because even definitions of
anti-Semitism exist by the score.

Yet, sometimes, there is little
desire for dialogue on the Jewish
side. There may not even be any
desire to learn about Poland
and the Poles. Jewish people
themselves have pointed out that
the young people who come to
Poland for the March of the Living
take no interest in Poland or in
talking with Poles.

-That is true. But the attitude of the
Jews who come to Poland is under-
standable. They are interested in
their own tragedy. Our obligation, on
the other hand, is to meet them
halfway and try to understand their
history.

Our most grievous fault

Perhaps the reason for these
emotions is less comprehensible.
Could it be that the tragedy of
the Holocaust is so great that it
overwhelms our conceptual appa-
ratus? And that we do not know
how to talk about it?

—~Certainly: in this case, we are fac-
ing a gigantic black wall.

The destruction of the Jews is
the greatest sin that hangs over
mankind. In the first place, it was the
extermination of a people (at a
Vatican symposium on October 31,
1997, John Paul II pointed out that it
was a special case of genocide,

because it was directed against the
Chosen People). Secondly, it was
perpetrated on an “industrial” scale.
Thirdly, there was the silence of the
authorities in the worlds of culture,
politics, and religion. Especially the
latter. During the war, Pope Pius XII
never used the word “Jew?; he did
indeed speak several times about
extermination and about persecution
on the grounds of faith or race, but
he never indicated concretely whom
he had in mind. It might even have
seemed conceivable that he was
referring to the Bolsheviks-which is
how the Nazis explained it. The
Pope failed to utter even such a
sentenice as: “Christians, when
you meet a Jew in need, help
him.” No argumentation by the
defenders of Pius XII is going to
convince me.

This is the sin that lies upon our
conscience. For that matter, I would
go so far as to say that, if there is a
crisis of Christianity and European
culture today, then it is because
Christianity failed to live up to
people’s expectations in the time of
the Shoah. Many Christians did, of
course, come to the aid of Jews-and
yet we feel, deep down inside, that
we did not meet the challenge. This
is reflected in our present attitudes.
This is why we react in such an
emotional way. And yet, one way or
another, we must work things out
someday.

I can, of course, hardly dictate to
the Holy Father, but I would imagine
that, on the occasion of the jubilee of
the two thousandth anniversary
of the birth of Christ, he could issue
a special document in which he
acknowledges that Christianity is
burdened by the sins of many
centuries of religious anti-Semitism,
and that by failing to render aid to
the Jews in the time of the Shoah,
Christianity committed the sin of
renunciation against them. Half a
page of sincere words would be
enough. Perhaps better times would
then come for Christianity, as well.

If the Church had protested...

But perhaps it is also necessary to
attempt to talk with the people
who are erecting crosses in the
gravel pit If you were to meet with
them as a pastor and to take a step
to understand and persuade them,
what would you do?
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—I would ask them if they have ever
seen the face of a dying child. More
than a million Jewish children died
during the Shoah. Can they imagine
the face of someone who is dying in
the gas chambers? What brutal agony
that was, stretching almost into infin-
ity, for death occurred over the
course of twenty minutes of horrible
suffering, If they were shown those
faces, if they were told about those
staggering numbers, about that
abasement of human beings, then
they might begin to understand the
issue.

They often say: My mother also
died here, and her father was
killed in the gas chambers, so I,
too, have a right to this place.

—Poles died one way, and Jews died
another way. Jews died by
reason of their birth certificates. Two
philosophies of death. Death is
always death, but one philosophy
stands behind the death of
the Poles, and a different philosophy
stands behind the death of the
Jews.

[ was born just before the war, and
I am alive. If T had been Jewish, I
probably would not have survived.
That?s the first thing. The second
thing is that we Poles have many
places of martyrdom in Poland and
around the world. For Jews from all
over the world, however, the one
proper symbol of the extermination
of their people is Auschwitz.
1,300,000 Jews probably died there.
That is more than ninety percent of
the victims of Auschwitz. 1f Jews
raise the issue of extraterrritoriality,
the suggestion is not off the mark
from a moral point of view.
This is, after all, the bit of the earth’s
surface that has soaked up the most
Jewish blood. A sovereign Jewish
Auschwitz  would be a true
monument to the Holocaust.

Is Poland-the country that
was the most hospitable place
for the Jews in medieval Europe-
unable to afford such a symbolic
gesture? Especially since the majority
of the Jews murdered here were

. Polish citizens? 1 am certain that

the Jews would take pains over
the dignified remembrance of
all the others who were murdered,
including Poles.

The struggle to prevent the world
from forgetting about the destruction
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marketeering and wondered where
to emigrate to out of that wretched
part of the world where anti-
Semitism never really stopped.
When I found out about the English
transport it was in the week of
Passover 1945. After many anxious
days 1 was chosen to go with the
group out of Prague. As you all
know, this became our new family.
The bond that 1 made then
with some of our group and other
groups have lasted to this day. It
would be too much to write in detail
about my experiences in London. All
I can say is that it was an education
to live there, learn the language,
work in the garment industry,
and become a patternmaker in ladies’
clothes.

Since most of my family was
moving to the United States, I
decided to do the same. In
December 1950 1 left Southampton
for New York on the Queen Elizabeth
I. When I arrived in the US.A. I
missed my friends in London, and it
took me a while to get used to the
new life. I finished studying pattern
making at the Fashion Institute of
Technology in New York in June
1955, and got a job in Buffalo, New
York. It was a very important step in
my life, because by moving to Buffalo
I was able to meet a wonderful girl,
Ella, who came to the U.S.A. with her
family in 1948. She was born in
Lvov, Poland, in 1940, given to a
gentile family in order to survive the
war, and reclaimed by her surviving
parents in 1945 after the war. We got
engaged in April 1959 and married

September 20th 1959. Our first
daughter Sandy was born in Buffalo
in 1960.

Even though I had a good job and
was earning well above average
wages, my aim was to go into
business with my two older brothers,
Bennet and Kalvin.  After many
attempts, we were finally reunited
in Los Angels in 1961. We started
our garment business with 12
rented sewing machines, which grew
to 200 of our own by the time we
sold our business in 1979. We had
become very well known in
the garment industry as one of the
best contractors of ladies’ sportswear.

When my brother Kalvin unex-
pectedly passed away in 1978
at a very young age, Bennet and I
decided to sell the factory and
concentrate on the real estate
market. We have been doing it
to this day and, thank God, quite
successfully.

In Los Angeles, my family grew to
4 daughters, with the arrivals of
Elaine, Suzanne, and Elisa. In 1975,
when the youngest was not quite 7
years old, Ella passed away at the
very young age of 34. It was a blow
to the whole family. She was able
to overcome the Nazis, but lost her
battle with cancer, a battle she had
fought for 5 years. For 12 years I
stayed single, concentrating on
bringing up the children and running
a business. Life was difficult, but I
had no choice other than to do the
best that I could.

Fortunately, in 1982, I met Marsha
who also had two daughters, Helaine

and Karen. We were married in 1987
(the children were either going to
college or had their own homes). 1
always say that I have only wanted to
marry twice in my life, when I met
Ella, and when I met Marsha. In
both cases it was love at first sight. It
turns out that Marsha’s family first
came to the U.S.A. in the latter part
of the 1880s from the Ukraine. Her
parents were born in America. I felt
very lucky to have met her. She
brought my life back to normal.
Between us, we have six daughters
and six grandchildren. My youngest
daughter, Elisa, has one boy and two
girls, and Marsha’s oldest daughter,
Helaine, has three girls.

The Holocaust did not leave me
without scars. Because of the harsh
conditions under which I lived
during the war, I most likely had
theumatic fever that damaged my
aortic valve. It had to be replaced in
1983 with a porcine valve, and in
1992 with a mechanical valve.
Thank God it works fine and I am
able to have a normal life. Next year
will be the 60th reunion of our group
and we hope to attend. It is very
important that we let the younger
generations know what happened to
us during the Holocaust. My oldest
daughter, Sandy, is a high school
teacher and for the past 15 years she
has invited me to her classes to tell
my story of survival.

We all have stories to tell
which are an important part of our
lives. This is my story, and I tell it in
memory of my family who did not
survive.

eaders will be now almost

certainly have heard of the

creening at the Annual
Dinner of original film footage
showing the departure of some of
‘The Boys’ by Stirling aircraft from
Czechoslovakia in August 1945. The
‘surfacing’ of this film in the Imperial
War Museum’s Film Archive is due to
the good memory of Sir Martin
Gilbert, who told film director Herb
Krosney that he had seen such a clip
in a German television documentary,

Suzanne Bardgett
Project Director, Holocaust Exhibition at The Imperial War Museum

and to Paul Sargent, Deputy Keeper
of Film, who, once alerted, found
the section of film. The dope
sheets completed by the RAF film
cameraman suggest that the
departure of the young refugees was
recorded almost by accident. The
principal story was to have been the
story of the Czech Air Force’s return
to the base, but bad weather caused
their arrival to be delayed, and the
cameraman’s attention was caught
instead by the arrival at the
aerodrome of a mysterious group of
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children, with travel bags packed,
bound for the UK.

It is only today - with the benefit
of all that has been written and
told about ‘The Boys’ - that the full
significance of this sequence can be
appreciated.

Members of the ‘45 Aid Society
wishing to purchase the video may
do so by sending a cheque for £20
(includes postage and VAT) to
Matthew Lee, Film Archive, Imperial
War Museum, Lambeth Road,
London SE1 6HZ. :

You have been citizens of this City
of Rome for more than 2,000 years,
even before Peter the fisherman and
Paul in chains came here sustained
from within by the Breath of the
Spirit. Not only the Sacred
Scriptures, in which to a large extent
we share, not only the liturgy but
also very ancient art forms witness to
the Church’s deep bond with the
Synagogue; this is because of that
spiritual heritage which without
being divided or rejected has been
made known to believers in Christ
and constitutes an inseparable bond
between us and you, the people of
the Torah of Moses, the good olive
tree onto which a new branch was
grafted (cf. Rom 11:17).

In the Middle Ages, some of your
great thinkers, such as Yehuda ha-
Levi and Moses Maimonides, sought
to examine how it would be possible
to worship the Lord and serve
suffering humanity together, thereby
paving the way to peace. The great
philosopher and theologian, well
known to St Thomas Aquinas,
Maimonides of Cordoba (1138-
1204), the eighth centenary of whose
death we are commemorating this
year, expressed the hope that better
relations = between Jews and
Christians might lead “the whole
world to unanimous adoration of
God as has been said: “I will change
the speech of the peoples to a pure
speech, that all of them may call on
the name of the Lord and serve him
with one accord” (Zep 3:9) (Mishneh
Torah, Hilkhot Melakhim XI, 4, ed.
Jerusalem, Mossad Harav Kook).

3. We have covered much ground
together since that 13 April 1986
when the Bishop of Rome - the first
since the Apostle Peter - paid you a
visit: it was the embrace of brothers
who were meeting again after a
long period fraught with misunder-
standing, rejection and distress.
With the Second Vatican Ecumenical
Council inaugurated by Bl. Pope
John XXIII, and especially after the
publication of the Declaration Nostra
Aetate (28 October 1965), the
Catholic Church opened her arms
wide to you, remembering that “Jesus
was and will always remain a Jew”
(Commission for Religious Relations
with the Jews, Notes on the correct
way to present the Jews and Judaism
in preaching and catachesis in the
Roman Catholic Church [1985]: I1I,
12).  During the Second Vatican
Council, the Church clearly and

definitively reaffirmed her rejection
of all expressions of anti-Semitism.
However, the sincere deploration and
condemnation of those hostilities
directed against the Jewish people
that have often marked history do
not suffice; we must also develop
friendship, esteem and brotherly
relations with them. These friendly
relations, reinforced and nurtured
after the session of the Council in the
last century, saw us united in com-
memorating the victims of the Shoah,
especially those who were wrenched
from their families and from your
beloved Jewish Community in Rome
in October 1943 and interned in
Auschwitz. May their memory be
blessed and induce us to work as
brothers and sisters.

Moreover, it is only right to
remember all those Christians, moti-
vated by natural kindliness and an
upright conscience and sustained by
their faith and the teaching of the
Gospel, who reacted courageously
also in this city of Rome and offered
the persecuted Jews practical help in
the form of solidarity and assistance,
sometimes even at the risk of their
own lives. May their blessed memo-
ry live on, together with the certainty
that for them, as for all the “just of
nations”, the “tzaddigim”, a place is
prepared in the future world in the
resurrection of the dead. Nor can we
forget, in addition to the official pro-
nouncements, the often hidden
action of the Apostolic See which
went to the aid of the Jews in danger
in many ways, as has been recognised
by authoritative representatives of it
(cf. We remember: A reflection on
the “Shoah”, 16 March 1998).

4. With help from Heaven, in
taking this road to brotherhood, the
Church has not hesitated to express
deep sorrow at “the failures of her
sons and daughters in every age”
(ibid.) And, in an act of repentance
(teshuva), has asked forgiveness for
their responsibility connected in any
way with the scourges of anti-
Judaism and anti-Semitism (ibid.).
During the Great Jubilee, we prayed
for God’s mercy in the Basilica sacred
to the memory of Peter in Rome, and
in Jerusalem, the city beloved by all
Jews, the heart of that Land which is
Holy for us all. The Successor of
Peter went on pilgrimage to the hills
of Judea and paid homage to the
victims of the Shoah at Yad Vashem:;
he prayed beside you on Mount Zion
at the foot of that Holy Place.
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Unfortunately, the mere thought of
the Holy Land gives rise in our hearts
to anxiety and sorrow because of the
violence that continues to stain that
region and the excessive flow of
innocent blood poured out by both
Israelis and Palestinians that hinders
peace in justice from dawning.
Today, therefore, in faith and hope,
we are addressing a fervent prayer to
the Eternal One, to the God of
Shalom, so that enmity and hatred
may no longer overpower those who
turn to our father, Abraham - Jews,
Christians and Muslims - and may
lead the way to a clear knowledge of
the ties that bind them and the
responsibilities that lie on each one’s
shoulders.

We still have a long way to go: the
God of justice and peace, of mercy
and of reconciliation calls us to
collaborate without wavering in our
world today which is scarred by
disputes and hostilities. If we can
join our hearts and hands to respond
to the divine call, the light of the
Eternal One will shine close to us to
illumine all peoples and show us
paths to peace, to Shalom. Let us
walk them with one heart.

5. Not only in Jerusalem and in the
Land of Israel but also here in Rome,
we can do many things together: for
those close to us who are suffering
marginalisation, for immigrants and
foreigners, for the weak and the
poverty-stricken. Sharing the values
of the defence of life and the dignity
of every human person, we can
increase our fraternal cooperation in
concrete ways.

Our meeting today is, as it were, in
preparation for your imminent
solemnity of Shavu’ot and of our
Pentecost which proclaim the fullness of
our respective paschal celebrations.
May these feasts see us united in
praying David’s paschal Hallel.

“Hallelu et Adonay kol goim
shabbehuHu kol ha-ummim
ki gavar “alenu khasdo
we-emet Adonay le-"olam”.

“Laudate Dominum, omnes gentes, col-
laudate Eum, omnes populi.

Quoniam confirmata est super nos mis-
ericordia eius,

et veritas Domini manet in geternum”
Hallelu-Yah (Ps 117[116)).

From the Vatican, 22 May 2004
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they were rootless cosmopolitans,
believing nothing. .

Anti-Semitism is not a belief but a
virus. The human body has a pow-
erful defence against viruses, the
immune system. How then does a
virus defeat an immune system? By
mutating. In our time that is what is
happening to anti-Semitism. It is
mutating in such a way as to defeat
the most powerful immune system
ever created in Western civilisation;
the effort, after the Holocaust, to
make racism taboo.

How has it done so? By attacking
Israel rather than Jews; by
demonising it and blaming it for all
the troubles of the world. 1t is
then able to turn the whole system,
created to protect Jews, into a
weapon with which to attack Jews.
Accuse Israel (and by implication
Jews everywhere) of racism,
apartheid and ethnic cleansing, and
you are then able to say: if you are
against these things, then you must
be against Israel and Jews. By this
demonic mutation, the ancient virus
is able to infect the minds of other-
wise good and decent people. It is an
outrage and a blasphemy.

Who is protesting? Jews. That is
why I turn to my Christian and
Muslim friends and say, with all
the power my inadequate voice can
convey: Jews must not be left to fight
anti-Semitism alone. The victim
cannot cure the crime. It is not the
one who is hated, but the one who
hates, who needs to change. Just as
Muslims should not be left to fight
Islamophobia  alone, just as
Christians must not be left to face
persecution alone, so Jews must not
be left to fight anti-Semitism alone.

Anti-Semitism is not the only, but
it is in the oldest, longest and most
virulent racism in European history.
Why were Jews hated? Because they
were different. Because, in Christian
Europe, they were not Christians.
Because in the Islamic Middle
East, they were not Muslims. Anti-
Semitism is dislike of the unlike, fear
of the stranger, suspicion of the one
who is not like me.

That is why, in the opening
chapter of the Hebrew Bible, God
declares that He has made man in His
own image: to teach us that one who
is not in my image is still in God’s
image. Though his language is not
my mine, his colour not mine, his
religion not mine, still he is in God’s
image. That is the most powerful
antidote to hate ever created.

Therefore we as Jews say to our
Christian and Muslim brothers and
sisters: we worship the same God,
the God of Abraham. We are part of
the same family. For heaven’s sake,
let us fight hate together and remove
the weapon of mass destruction that
still lives in, and destroys, the human
heart.

Closing Remarks - “If Not

Now, When?”
The Jews of Europe loved Europe.
They lived here for a thousand years,
in some places, 2,000 years. They
loved its languages, its literature, its
landscapes. Whenever they could,
they enriched its arts and sciences,
business and industry, politics
and civil life. They helped make
the Europe of modern times. In phi-
losophy, Wittgenstein. In literature,
Heine, Proust and Kafka. In music,
Mahler and Schoenberg. In sociolo-
gy, Durkheim, In anthropology,
Levi Strauss, in physics, Einstein, in
economics, David Ricardo, in art,
Modigliani, Chagall, Soutine. They
loved Europe, and that love was
betrayed.

Think only of the words Europe’s
treatment of the Jews added to the
vocabulary of mankind: exile, expul-
sion, inquisition, auto-da-fe, ghetto,
progrom - and the word for which
there is no word: Holocaust. That
suffering runs like a blood-red
stain through the pages of European
history.

But we do not look back on those
years with hate. After 2,010 years of
slavery and attempted genocide in
ancient Egypt, Moses commanded
the Israelites, “Do not hate an
Egyptian, for you were strangers in
his land.” Why did Moses say this?
Because you cannot build a free soci-
ety or create a free people on the
basis of hate. Hate is a prison, the
prison of the past. Had Moses
allowed the Israelites to hate their
former enemies, he would have taken
the Israelites out of Egypt but he
would not have taken Egypt out of
the Israelites. To be free you have to
let go of hate.

Therefore we look to the future,
not the past. But the signs are not
good. Today throughout Europe
Jews wait anxiously for the next news
of a synagogue vandalised, a ceme-
tery desecrated, a Jewish school set
on fire, Jews attacked in the streets.

In April 2002, spending the
Passover in Italy, I was walking with
a French couple through Florence

30

when they received a phone call from
their son saying: “Mum, Dad, we
have to leave France, its not safe
for us here any more”. The next
morning I opened La Stampa to see a
cartoon of baby Jesus in a crib
surrounded by Israeli soldiers
pointing a machine gun at the child,
and underneath, the caption: “they
are crucifying me again.” Weeks later
my own daughter came back from an
anti-globalisation rally that quickly
turned into an attack on Israel and
Jews, and said to me with tears in her
eyes: “Dad, they hate us”. This is no
way for Europe to write its future.

I do not wish to exaggerate. This
is not 1942 or 1938 or 1933. But
seeds are being planted that one day
will bear fruits of pure poison. They
are coming from the anti-globalisa-
tion left, the far right and the Muslim
street. They are coming from other
parts of the world, spread by email,
satellite television and the internet,
using inflammatory images and
incendiary speech. Tens of millions
of children are being taught that
alone among nations, Israel has no
right to exist and that all the troubles
of the world are the work of Jews. All
the old myths, from the Blood Libel
to the Protocols of the Elders of Zion
are being recycled - and this after
more than 50 years of saying “Never
again.” Three ideologies dominated
Europe in the 20th century. Fascism
came and went. Communism came
and went. - Anti-Semitism came and
stayed. What would future genera-
tions say if the political and religious
leaders of Europe saw all this and did
nothing? The English writer Thomas
Hardy once said: “The resolution to
avoid evil is seldom framed till the
evil is so advanced as to make avoid-
ance impossible”. Let it not be said
of us that we saw the tiny flame but
did not put it out until it became a
raging fire.

Therefore, we, the Jews of Europe,
say this. We will fight Islamaphobia.
But you as Muslims must fight
Judeophobia. We will fight for the
right of Christians throughout the
world to live without fear. But we
ask you, the Christian churches, to
fight for the right of Jews to live as
Jews without fear.

And to the political leaders we say:
Anti-Semitism does physical harm to
Jews, but it does spiritual harm to the
very soul of Europe. For the sake of
heaven and humanity, take a stand -
for if we do not do it, who will? And
if not now, when?

reach periods of hope and faith in the
future.”

And then, eleven days after that
interview that Elon Ramon gave
from outer space, you know what
happened. Space ship Columbia
disintegrated on its way back down
to earth, and Elon Ramon and the
other members of that crew were
killed.

I don't believe that the Sefer Torah
that Elon Ramon carried into space
just disappeared. Not all of the
experiments and projects that this
mission was supposed to accomplish
were successful. Many of those
experiments perished with them.
The results of some of them were
sent back down to earth before the
Columbia crashed and so they were
not lost. But I think that the Sefer
torah fulfilled its mission more
thoroughly than any of the other
objects aboard that spaceship did.

Let me explain how that Sefer
Torah came to be on board Columbia
and why I feel that it achieved its
mission.

One day a few years ago, Elon
Ramon was visiting the home of
Joachim Joseph in Tel Aviv. He
noticed this miniature Sefer Torah on
a shelf in Joseph’s study and he asked
him what it was. Dr Joseph, who is
now a well-known physicist in Israel,
explained to him that this Sefer Torah
was given to him in Bergen Belsen on
the day of his bar mitzvah.

He explained that he was born in
Berlin and raised in Amsterdam. The
young Joseph had watched with
interest as older boys in his neigh-
bourhood celebrated their bar
mitzvah. His father, a lawyer, was
not particularly religious, but several
of his uncles were, and they would
sometimes take him with them when
they went to synagogue.

Joachim Joseph was not particu-
larly devoted to Jewish rituals, but he
did look forward to experiencing
the excitement of becoming a bar
mitzvah.

And then the Nazis came.

The family were sent to a Dutch
prison camp called Westerbork
late in 1942. A year later, the
Josephs were brought to Bergen

Belsen, the concentration camp in

the Lower Saxony region of Germany,
where sixty thousand people died,
including their landsman, Anne
Frank.

Joseph’s father and mother were
sent to different sections of the camp.
He and his younger brother ended

up in a barracks with Rabbi Dasberg,
the former Chief Rabbi of the
Netherlands. The rabbi had brought
some ritual objects and some Jewish
texts with him when he was sent to
Bergen Belsen, and he tried to study
and pray from them every day.
At first, such things were permitted
but, by 1944, conditions at the
camp were steadily worsening. A
diary entry by a Dutch Jew describes
how Rabbi Dasberg and others
were caught at the gates of the cre-
matorium, reciting the Kaddish for
the dead. They were punished with
extra hard labour for their crime.

When Rabbi Dasberg heard that
Joachim Joseph was becoming 13
years old, the age of bar mitzvah,
he asked if he could teach him. They
studied together secretly at night.
“We were still in a good enough con-
dition so that that we could entertain
the thought of doing such a thing,”
Dr Joseph remembers. But a couple
of months later, Rabbi Dasberg
disappeared from his barracks. He
died on February 24th 1945, just a
few months before British troops
liberated the camp.

Joachim Joseph used rags to wrap
the green box that held the Torah,
and he hid it deep down at the
bottom of his backpack. It stayed
there, undetected, as conditions in
the camp grew worse and worse.

As he approached his 14th birth-
day, he weighed only 42 pounds. His
feet, protected only by rags, rope,
and two chunks of an old tyre, froze
in the winter cold. When he could
no longer join the regular work
detail, the Nazis gave him an easier
assignment. After the morning roll
call, it was his job to limp from bunk
to bunk, checking to see if those who
were still in bed were alive or had
died during the night. If they had, it
was his job to drag the corpse outside
and wait for a cart to come by, so he
could load it on.

Freedom came out of the blue. In
February 1945, a maternal uncle
who had fought for the French
Resistance and then escaped to
Switzerland, secured fake passports
for Joachim and his family from
several Latin American countries -
something that was very rare so late
in the war. The brothers and their
parents, emaciated and near death,
were reunited and put on a train,
with captured foreign nations whom
the Germans hoped to exchange for
their own POWSs. Months later, the
family sailed on a British military
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ship to Palestine, part of a generation
of refugees who were determined to
build a Jewish state. .

In 1951, Joachim Joseph pub-
lished the story of his clandestine bar
mitzvah in the Jerusalem Post. He
hated talking about his life in the
concentration camps, and so he did
not want to write the article, but his
father, who remembered the promise
his son had made to Rabbi Dasberg
to tell the story, insisted.

For the mnext four decades,
Joseph said almost nothing about his
experiences during the war. He
wanted to stop the nightmares he
kept having, and he wanted to move
on.

“I screwed it down, deep down,”
he says, “I did my best to forget about
it.”

He studied atmospheric physics
and got a doctorate from UCLA in
1966. He pioneered experiments in
how dust particles in the atmosphere
affect the climate. And that is how he
came to meet Elon Ramon. When
Ramon saw the miniature Sefer Torah
on the shelf in Dr Joseph’s home, he
asked about it, and so Dr Joseph told
him the story. And then, a few
months later, Ramon called from
Houston and asked him for permis-
sion to take the Sefer Torah along
with him when he went up into
space. Dr Joseph reluctantly agreed,
not because he wanted any publicity,
but only out of courtesy to the
promise that he had made to his
rabbi on the day of his bar mitzvah.

And now, now that his grandchil-
dren are 8 and 6 years old, and now
that they, like everyone else in the
world, have heard about the Sefer
Torah that went up into space, he is
ready to tell them the story of how he
gotit. Ashe said to the reporter from
the Washington Post who called to
interview him recently, “can you hear
the noise in the background? Those
are my grandchildren calling to me to
come out and play with them.”

Joseph says that he has no regrets
about sending the Torah into space.
“'m not sorry that it is gone,” he
says, “it did what it, perhaps, was
destined to do.”

When 1 read that story, I had two
reactions. One was: [ am not sure if
that was what the miniature Sefer
Torah was destined to do or not. 1
can’t imagine that when his rabbi
gave him this Sefer Torah as a gift on
the day of his bar mitzvah, that the
rabbi, in his wildest dreams, could
have imagined that there would
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Some survivors and their grandchildren lighting memorial candles on Yom Hashoah 2004

Europe of modern times. They loved
Europe, and that love was betrayed.

Bacho tivkeh balayla
There are nights when I hear their
weeping.

Vedimata al lecheya
The tears on their cheeks.

Ein lah menachem mikol ohaveha
Among all who loved them, there is
none who can bring comfort.

Kol reyeha bagdu vah
Their friends betrayed them.

Hayu lah la-oyevim
They became their enemies.

And as long as there are Jews
on the face of the earth, we will
remember. We will remember the
young, the old, the weak, the frail,
the children, 1%2 million of them,
whose only crime was to have a
Jewish grandparent, whose only
crime was to be born.

We will remember the chassidei
umot olam, the righteous gentiles,
who showed that evil is not
inevitable, that with courage we can
rise against it.

This year, the sixtieth anniversary
of the destruction of Hungarian
Jewry, we remember especially Raoul
Wallenberg, the hero who saved
thousands, perhaps tens of thou-
sands of lives among the Jews of
Budapest, the man who died in
obscurity, the hero without a grave,
of whom we say in the words of
Isaiah: we will give you -

“A memorial and the name
better than sons and daughters, an
everlasting name that will never be
forgotten.”

And we will remember the
survivors. In all the 13 years I have
been Chief Rabbi, when people ask
me who have been the greatest
people I have met, my answer is not
the statesmen or politicians, not the
religious leaders or academics, but
the Holocaust survivors. Every one
of them is a hero. Not only did they

have the courage to survive, knowing
what they knew, seeing what they
saw. They had the greater courage to
tell the story so that the world would
not forget. And they had the yet
greater courage to do so not in anger
or rage or desire for revenge, but in
the name of life and humanity and
tolerance and peace. How they had -
and have - that courage, I do not
know, but I find it awe-inspiring.
One day they will be seen to
stand among the giants of the human
spirit.

*x Kk ok

And now we must turn our eyes to
the future. For 13 years you have
given me the privilege of speaking at
these gatherings - and it has been a
privilege. But with every privilege
comes responsibility, and the next
generation must now shoulder that
responsibility. That is my call today.

Those like me, born after the
Shoa, believed the world when it
said, “Never again”. We believed that
after the greatest crime of man
against man, people would learn;
that after the death of 6 million Jews,
anti-Semitism itself would die.

It hasn'.

Today throughout Europe, syna-
gogues are vandalised, Jewish
cemeteries are desecrated, Jewish
schools set on fire. Terror still seeks
Jewish victims. Jews die. Anti-
Semitism lives.

People say, we exaggerate. We
don't. We do not say that today is
1944 or 1933 over again. But we do
say that a terrible hate is being born -
and let it not be said of us that we
saw it as a tiny flame and did nothing
until it became a raging fire.

People say it is not anti-Semitism.
It is anti-Zionism, criticism of Israel.
And vyea, it is different from the anti-
Semitism of the past. No new hate is
exactly like the old. Viruses mutate.
That’s what helps them survive.

But the psychological mechanism
is the same - the scapegoating,
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blaming the troubles of the world on
a convenient target. And Jews,
whether in the Diaspora or Israel, as
individuals or as a nation, are always
a convenient target, because we are
small, vulnerable, because we are
different.

And though the language is
different, the results are the same. As
Amos Oz said: in the 1930s, anti-
Semites said, “Jews in Palestine.”
Today they say, “Jews out of
Palestine.” They don’t want us to be
here. They don’t want us to be there.
They don’t want us to be.

Therefore I say to my generation
and our children’s generation: those
who died in the Shoa have left us a
sacred responsibility. What they died
for, we must live for: the right to be
Jews without fear.

We will fight this battle in three
ways. First, we will fight hatred in all
its forms, whoever preaches it, and
whoever it is directed against.

Second, we will seek allies, among
Christians, Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs,
among people of conscience,
whatever their colour, whatever their
creed. Let me say with all the power
my inadequate voice can convey:
Jews must not be left to fight anti-
Semitism alone. The victim cannot
cure the crime. It is not the one who
is hated, but the one who hates, who
needs to change. Just as Muslims
must not be left to fight Islamaphobia
alone, just as Christians must not be
left to face persecution along, so
Jews must not be left to fight anti-
Semitism alone.

Third, we will fight in the name of
the sanctity of human life, in the
name of the one thing in the universe
on which God has set his image:
humanity itself.

Therefore we say to all those who
practice terror in the name of God,
who call murder, martyrdom, who
take hate and call it holy: that is not
the God of Abraham, the God Jews,
Christians and Muslims worship, the
God whose name is peace, the God
who commands us to love the
stranger, the God who shed tears
when his children shed blood in his
name.

And we say to you, the survivors:
we will not let you down. We will
not rest until your message is heard,
until the flames of hate are extin-
guished, until your candle of memo-
ry lights the way to a world that hon-
ours life. May the God of life give us
the strength to sanctify, dignify and
cherish life. Amen.

The weekend together

Finally, we met Bella and found that
she was a really wonderful person
with a really happy family who
all loved to take care of each other.
Five sons and a daughter, all devoted
to their mother and cant do
enough for her. We spent an
interesting afternoon getting to know
her family and then arranged to stay
for Shabbat. Friday was great.
Children, daughters-in-law and
grandchildren seemed to pour in
through the door and just make
themselves at home.

Next morning we went to Schul.
Even my wife Sonja consented to
attend the service and enjoyed it. We
were asked to tell our story to the
entire congregation.  First Bella
spoke, telling the tale from her side,
then I spoke about how we found her
on the computer at Yad Vashem and
hope to keep in touch for as long as
we can.

Bella’s story

Bella Winograd survived the
Holocaust as ‘Marianna Soroczinska’.
She exchanged work papers with the
daughter of a Polish farmer known to
her as a neighbour who wanted to
keep his daughter at home. Bella
tells us that the Germans could not
distinguish between Poles and Jews
easily and she was blonde, spoke
good Polish and knew all the Polish
church prayers. The Poles, however,
would have known she was Jewish
and exposed her. By going to work
in Germany as a housemaid, she was
able to keep the act up. Later, when
her employer was sent to work at
Auschwitz, it became far more
difficult to continue the pretence.
There was the daily smell from the
cremation ovens and she had to keep
her tears in her heart and not let
them show.

A comment from wife Sonja

I am pleased that there is someone, if
not a relative, for Sam to share his
memories with and even to expand
them as Bellas recollections of his
parents, especially of his mother, are
all good ones. Let us hope that for as
many years as possible we have now
found someone with whom to keep
in touch.

G-D AT THE WHEEL

David Turek

David came to England with the Windermere group and lived in the
Stamford Hill Hostel. He is in the diamond business with his son Jeremy

and travels often to Israel.

ittle did we know when we

arose that morning in Israel

that we would actually see the
hand of fate guide us through what
turned out to be a deeply meaningful
and entirely memorable day.

While there is really no such thing
as a regular day in Israel, this one
started out normally enough. I had
left early to go to work while Anna
enjoyed a more leisurely breakfast.
Despite the seasonal vagaries of the
weather in mid-February she then
decided to take a short stroll.
Making steady progress, she had just
reached the corner of Hayarkon and
Frischman streets when a vehicle
screeched to a reluctant halt in front
of her. The red traffic light at the
junction may have discouraged
immediate progress for the vehicle
though that is rarely the case in
Israell! While it is fair to say that
Anna is somewhat less eagle-eyed
than she was 50 years ago, she
noticed something unusual about
this vehicle and for some unknown
reason was immediately drawn
towards it.

What was immediately clear was
that the vehicle in question was an
ambulance. What was not immedi-
ately clear was why it said “Holocaust
Survivors” on the side of it. Now
that Anna’s curiosity was really
piqued, she subjected the whole
vehicle to closer inspection and soon
realised that she was standing before
the ambulance donated to Magen
David Adom by the ‘45 Aid Society!
In her excitement she banged on the
window in her attempt to establish a
dialogue with the emergency
workers inside the vehicle. They
looked aghast at her, their expression
apparently doubting her mental
equilibrium  and  immediately
accelerated away even though the
light was probably still red!

Now, unlike the ambulance crew,
in more than 55 years of marriage I
have always had the good sense to
never question my wife’s mental
state! Nevertheless, when she called
me to inform me of this chance
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encounter, I reacted with a combina-
tion of doubt and excitement.
Unfortunately, Israel is forced to have
a surfeit of ambulances but what are
the chances of being confronted by
just this one? Anyway, being my
usual cool, calm and collected self (1)
[ immediately formulated a plan. 1
advised Anna to place a call right
away to the Magen David Adom and
verify the location of the home base
of the said vehicle.

‘When making a call to any admin-
istrative office in Israel one normally
ends up feeling like a ping pong
ball having been bounced around to
at least six different departments
without getting any answers.

~ However, we were again fortunate in

that a helpful young lady by the
name of Annette picked up the
phone. Anna recounted her story of
the ‘45 Aid Society ambulance and its
rapid departure after she knocked on
the window. Annette was soon able
to identify the vehicle as ambulance
number 32 and to locate its home
base.  She further arranged an
appointment for us both to view the
vehicle at the nearby home base the
following day at 3 pm as long as it
was not called out to respond to an
emergency. Annette imparted the
relevant information and was about
to hang up when she asked a strange
question. Annette asked Anna how
far away she was from the original
‘meeting’ location. Anna responded
that she was not far away, at which
point Annette asked her to go back to
that junction as soon as she hung up
from the call. While not averse to
catching some more fresh air, Anna
wondered why she was ‘schlepping’
back and forth. As she approached
the corner she was surprised to be
met by three ‘angels’; three brave and
caring members of the emergency
crew of the ambulance who she had
briefly encountered earlier in the day:
Annette had been kind enough to
dispatch them in her direction and
they were kind enough to immedi-
ately introduce themselves and to
apologise for departing so hastily

from their first ‘meeting’. Thereafter,
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wind that shook the leaves on trees,
or blew through the grass to create
movement. There were no animals
to be seen on the landscape. It felt
like time had stopped still. T only
saw one bird in the sky the whole
time we were there.

In the past, if I have ever been
standing in a place where perhaps
someone famous has stood, or some-
thing wonderful has happened, I
have become ecstatic with the
thought of it. But standing in those
places, where murderous men had
stood, and terrible things had taken
place, my feelings were at the other
end of the spectrum. I never thought
I would be affected in that way - but
it is impossible to remain passive
when you look around and realise
just exactly where you are standing.

The strangest thing about this
journey through the horrors of the
past was that throughout everything
we saw, my belief in Hashem, the
Almighty, never wavered - if any-
thing, 1 felt even gladder that I was
Jewish. T expected to start doubting
Him or disbelieving in Him - but
nothing like that happened. There
will always be the question of “why
did He let this happen?” I have read
many papers and theories that have
tried to answer this question, yet,
even though I ached with pain at
what [ was seeing, I still felt proud to
be Jewish.

On the last day of the trip to
Poland, my group visited a Jewish
school in Warsaw. It was a few days
before Chanukah, so we took with us
dreidel and chanukiah-making kits
to help them celebrate Chanukah.
We did activities with the kids all day
long - and they loved us being there.

Being in the school and seeing so
many Jewish children in Poland,
made the trip end on an upbeat.
We had shared with them a day of
such happiness - even though we
were only there for a day, we had all
created a strong bond with each
other - and it really felt as though we
were bringing some Jewish life back
to Poland.

Although to be in Poland was one
of the hardest things I have ever had
to do, I also feel that it was one of the
most important. There are so many
people out there in the world today
telling lies about the Holocaust -
claiming it never happened, and that
the Jews made it up, etc., etc.

Therefore, 1 think it is important

that everyone make this visit - not
just Jews, but also everyone else in
the world. What disgusts me the
most is that even after all these
horrors have happened, there is still
persecution going on in the world
of different people. Yet I believe
that if everyone makes the same
journey that my teachers, my
friends and I made, it is impossible
to then want to do anything
BUT strive for peace, and makes
sure these horrors never ever happen
again.

Joseph Skelker

During our trip to Poland we visited
many places where atrocious acts of
violence took place. One such place
was Zebilitowska Gura, where deep
in the forest were two sets of mass
graves. In one are the bodies of
leading political and cultural figures
capable of rallying Polish resistance
against the Nazi occupiers and in the
other are hundreds of Jewish
children. These graves had been dug
by Polish boy scouts as their last
action in this world. We visited a
grave site in the Lupochowa Forest,
where all the Jewish residents of the
nearby small town, Tekocin, were
marched and shot row by row into a
collection of mass graves. And, of
course, we visited the camps where
millions were ruthlessly murdered.

For my generation the two
phrases most associated with the
Holocaust are “Never Forget” and
“Never Again.” Perhaps it is because
of this that one of the things that
struck me most in Poland was the
graffiti on the memorials. To me the
graffiti shows indifference; it shows
that after only 60 years there is a
failure to take the lessons of the
Holocaust seriously. At Tarnov all
that remains of the main synagogue
is the imposing Bimah, the platform
from which the services are led.
It is covered in bird droppings and
graffiti. Talso saw graffiti, the tell-tale
evidence of indifference to the events
that occurred in both Auschwitz and
Plashow.

At Plaszow, 1 was struck by
the existence of two memorials, the
larger one erected as a memorial for
the non-Jewish victims and the
second later memorial for the Jewish
victims. From the visits to Auschwitz
1 and Maidenek it is clear that there
is ethnic and national conflict even in
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commemorating the events. If
national and ethnic groups claim the
Holocaust as their tragedy and not a
human tragedy, if we are arguing over
who it happened to as opposed to
being appalled that it happened,
what hope is there of preventing
future evil? Visitors will only graffiti
a monument if they feel that what it
commemorates is of no relevance to
them. :

Those of us who went to Polan
had a lesson on the importance of
freedom and tolerance. We returned
with a heightened awareness of their
fragility in the world today. In this
country there is a reluctance to
accept outsiders, shown in the
current debate about immigration.
In Europe racially motivated
attacks are on the increase. Extreme
religious and political ideologies are
fragmenting societies and increasing
hatred. In this context the rallying
cries of “Never forget” and “Never
again” are more important and more
distant than ever.

The truth is that the world after
the Holocaust denies its lessons.
Political opposition is ruthlessly
crushed in many parts of the world,
in, for example, Zimbabwe, Burma
and China. There have been savage
ethnic killings in Rwanda and the
Balkans. The slaughter in both
Cambodia and Rwanda has been on a
scale to justify the use of the word
Holocaust. It is not unthinkable to
imagine an occurrence like that at
Zebilitowska Gura in any continent
of the world today.

The lessons to be learnt from the
tragedy do not belong to any one
group of people but to humanity.
The greatest obstacle to their being
learnt is the absence of shared
responsibility. ~ The two greatest
teachings in Judaism are “Love thy
neighbour as thyself” and the
fact that human kind is created in
the image of G-d. The purpose of
commemorating the Holocaust is to
ensure that these lessons are learnt.

During the trip to Poland we were
spoken to by a Catholic woman
called Paulina. Paulina was 16 years
old during the Nazis occupation of
Poland. When she spoke to us she
told how she and her family put
their lives at risk by saving Jews in
the suburb of Krakow where they
lived. The danger they ran arose
because they were reacting to events
on their doorstep. We have got to see

ernard Shaw, when asked

whether he  thought there

was life on other planets,
replied, “Yes, and Earth is their
lunatic asylum”. A recent letter to me
by a woman of some distinction
referred to our world of “organised
schizophrenia!” David Bellamy, that
outstanding conservationist, told a
newspaper years ago that what he
feared most was “an expanding
population with exploding material
desires”. What he feared has come to
pass.

These thoughts occurred to me as
I watched thousands of young
Muslim males marching or parading
through streets, often holding aloft
guns, shouting slogans of hate,
burning flags, with a mass fervour
that bore resemblance to rituals of
the Hitler Youth, if not of the whole
despicable Nazi movement.

What is it about young males?
We saw similar explosions in Britain’s
inner cities in the 1980s when
disaffected young men of Afro-
Caribbean background brought
violence to city streets. Even the
‘poll tax’ demonstrations of the early
1990s erupted in violence, young
white males being then the main
disturbers of the peace.

What is happening today to young
Muslim males worldwide must be of
great concern to their older genera-
tion. Among the latter I have many
friends, devout, hard-working,
peace-loving people, who appreciate
the benefits of living in our free,
democratic country. But, as a
Muslim peer recently stated publicly,
these people are frightened to speak
out in view of the militancy and
hatred of a highly vocal younger
generation.

What has happened throughout
Africa in the last four decades is

THE YOUNG ONES,
MALES ESPECIALLY

Aubrey Rose CBE., D.UNIV

horrifying, young men slicing off the
limbs of others, the Rwanda night-
mare, racism and slavery in the
Sudan, which 1 believe prompted Dr
George Carey’s recent remarks about
the failure of Islam in the last few
centuries, compared to earlier cre-
ative periods. In Sri Lanka the Tamil
tigers have indoctrinated young
teenagers, even recruiting them as
suicide bombers.

Is it, as Professor Bellamy suggests,
simply the inevitable result of an
out-of-control population explosion?
Is it a frustration at lack of material
progress - The Economist recently
itemised the appalling poverty and
illiteracy in so many Arab lands?

Is it a reaction against forms of
colonialism, but then most former
colonies have been independent for
over 40 years?

Is it linked, and many will pooh-
pooh the idea, to the polluted nature
of our food, not such a remote
proposition in view of trials in
American prisons, where a dietary
change produced an amazing
reduction in prison violence.

Is there the influence of alcohol
with some, the frustration at the
banning of alcohol in others? Is it an
excess of testosterone, a macho dis-
play? Muslim women are notable by
their absence. It is the men who rant
and rave like inebriated football fans
- think of male football supporters on
the rampage in European cities.

I have been involved in Jewish
marches, but there has been no hate,
no aggression. Thousands marched

in support of the Soviet Refusniks,
but never a hint of violence.
And among the older generation of
my Muslim friends, my Afro-
Caribbean friends, my Indian
friends, there is nothing but courtesy
and peacefulness.

We may not understand yet
the overwhelming visual impact of
television and the media. One film
can stir up all kinds of passion.
There is the copybook effect too. To
understand the present outburst
among young Muslim males it would
be well worth studying Elias Canetti’s
works on the psychology of groups
and crowds.

Those who lived in Germany in
the 1930s will see parallels between
the Nazi exploitation of the young
and Muslim clerics who incite against
Jews, Americans, Crusaders (why
can’t they be honest and say
Christians?) as well as Hindus.
Even words such as Holy War (the
thousand-year Reich), martyrs.
(Nazi use of teenagers in 1944-5),
the slogans (Ein Volk...) The banners,
the perversion of media and visual
propaganda, all these show parallels
that are now part of a work-wide
confrontation that can erupt any-
where, Iraq, Algeria, Morocco, even
on streets in British cities.

I think of the kindly devout
Muslim homeopath, the learned
Muslim lawyer, the constructive,
pleasant Muslim businesswoman,
and how they must feel when the
world ‘Islamic’ become synonymous
with ‘terrorist’.

[ just hope these good people can
overcome the seeds of destruction
among many of their young which,
unless overcome, will bring forth bit-
ter fruits of death and destruction.

April 2004.

n a cold January night when

the Germans marched into

Poland, all the Jews of my
home town in Jeziorno were driven
out of their homes. Anyone who
resisted or made any commotion was
shot there and then. We were taken
to the Warsaw Ghetto.

In the Ghetto, T scrambled out
each day and went back to the village
to get food for the family. Once I was
caught in my village and narrowly
escaped being shot, so my father
decided not to continue my going for
food. Instead he told me to get out of

SAM FREIMAN'S STORY

Sam came to England with the
Windermere Group and subse-
quently stayed in the Ascot
Hostel. He has been an active
and popular member of our
Committee for many years.

the Ghetto and not to come back. 1
was to go to my uncle who lived near
Jeziorno. When 1 arrived, 1 found
that they too had been driven out of
their homes by the Germans.
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I kept moving from village to vil-
lage, knocking on doors and singing
for my supper. I sang old folk songs
I had learned at school and because I
had a good voice and people felt
sorry for me, they would give me
scraps to eat.

I slept in the fields seeking shelter
under trees or whatever was around.
To this day I sing and write songs but
I never forget those awful days of my
youth in Poland.

One of my most vivid memories,
apart from having to leave my family,
is of the day my two uncles were
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SEFTON MEMORIAL PROJECT ON 14TH JANUARY 2004

Louise Elliott

here were twenty of us who
went by coach to Troutbeck;
Windermere. What I under-
stand happened was that Unison,
who are campaigning against
racism, anti-Semitism, bullying etc.,
had arranged to make a big event to
publicise their aims. The leader of
the Cumbrian branch of Unison
(Mark Collins) was dealing with the
project. He went on a trip to
Auschwitz and there he met Arek
Hersh who was taking a party of
school children to the Camp (some-
thing he does at least three times a
year). Naturally, they got talking and
Arek told Mark about The Boys
who went to Windermere and if he
wanted to know more he should read
Martin Gilberts book “The Boys”.
Mark wanted to know if any of The
Boys who were in Windermere were
alive and he confirmed this and said
if he wanted to know any more he
should contact me. Mark came back
to ‘England, bought the book, and
was enthralled to find that a group of
The Boys went to Windermere and
he set about finding the place where
they stayed in their huts. He found
that the huts had, of course, by then
been demolished and in its place The
Lakes School had been erected. With
the permission of the Head Teacher,
Mrs Julie Christie, it was agreed
that a commemorative plaque could
be erected in the foyer of the
School and the project took place.
Mark contacted me and, in turn, I
wrote to our Manchester Members
and found out who wanted to
attend this momentous occasion.
Many calls and e-mails ensued and
then Mark told me that they
could only accommodate 20 persons
as the hall would only hold
170 people. He also said that
ITV and BBC would be at the
dedication service. There were only
8 of the Windermere boys who were
able to attend, with and without
partners, so we had one 2nd
Generation - Jacky Field (Mayer
Bomsztyk’s daughter), David Arnold
(2nd generation and President of the
Manchester & Salford Communal
Council) and. a very good friend of
Arek’s (known to all the Boys) made
up the numbers.
When we arrived at the Lakes
School, the foyer was packed and

we were made very welcome by the
dignitaries and the people there,
which included an elderly woman
who, when she was 11 years old,
waved the coaches in when they
arrived at the Camp and remembered
the day very well. There was a short
speech from Mark, from Mr Nigel
Flanagan, who was a co-director of
the project, and the Head Teacher.
Canon Dr Richard Pratt read from
verses in English and Mayer Hersh
read them in Hebrew. The plaque
was unveiled by Arek Hersh. After
this, we were all invited to refresh-
ments in the school. Tke Alterman
and his partner have a beautiful
home on the lakeside and invited
all our party there for refreshments
and we spent a couple of hours
reminiscing, and old photographs
were passed around. Shortly before
6 pm our coach arrived to take us to
the Windermere Hydro where
there was a reception followed by
dinner. For our benefit they had put
on a vegetarian meal and also fillet
of salmon. The meal was beautiful,
the company was wonderful, and
the evening progressed beautifully.
There were 13 speeches and after a
welcome by Mark, Cannon Dr
Richard Pratt said grace. After din-
ner, Mark spoke again. Mr James
Cropper. Lord Lieutenant of
Cumbria, Mr Frank Hont, Unison
North West Regional Secretary,
Councillor Mike Ash, Cumbria
County Council, Mr Paul Moore,
Head of Children & Families Social
Services, the head Teacher of The
Lakes School, Mrs Julie Gilchrist, Mr
Glen Williams, Chairman of Sefton
Holocaust Memorial Project, Mr
Nigel Flanagan, Co-ordinator of
Sefton Holocaust Memorial Project,
Arek Hersh, and Mayer Hersh, with a
closing address by Mark Clifford.

Our coach took us safely back to
Manchester and we arrived home at
about 1 pm. We all had a most mem-
orable day, which I don’t think any of
us will forget and especially the
warm atmosphere which' existed
between The Boys and all the others
present.

There was a small article about
the event in the Jewish Chronicle,
as well as a photo of Herbert,
who attended the Kindertransport
exhibition - at the Imperial War
Museum in Manchester.
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Yom HaAtzmaut

Judith Sherman - April 28,
2004

Ancient among the nations
we witness your rebirth,
like-a magnet you draw us
land of our ancestors -

Your pull solders our yearnings,
we arrive on the Magic Carpet

of winged metal

and make the mountains sing.

Operation Moses,

Moses in the Promised Land -
awe among the cypresses
cedars, rocks, and rattlesnakes

Crowded boats - floating holes "~
made room for more

one more, three, four, all,

Chaver, here take my hand

Come behold

your land
your land
Your land

From bondage we come for
connection,

from lands of plenty

to fill the soul -

shevet achim gam yachad

We come for unbranded stars
and sandal-footed children,
for the pink stone of Jerusalem
inviting the Sun into shelter

Wail no more you Wailing Wall
we shall fill 'your crevices with
laughing

“words of praise and God will smile

and say anew “Behold it is good”

Israel, how great your task -

make peace amidst the roar of war,
Lord, grant safety to her defenders,
wisdom to her counselors

We rebuilt Jerusalem

we made the desert green,
now help us, Lord,

abide in peaceful habitations,

In safe dwellings
and let gladness .
be found

therein.

ECS

ome time ago 1 answered a

questionnaire sent to me by

Kate Forde, who was doing a
dissertation on the validity of art as
documentation of the Holocaust,
titled “The Lie of Truth”. In her
dissertation Kate Forde makes
some poignant points about the
trivialisation of the Holocaust by
the mass media. She also raises the
question “can any information be
delivered in an objective manner or is
it only possible to really know the
truth if we have experienced events
at first hand?”

QUESTIONNAIRE

KF: Do you feel that historians and
people investigating the Holocaust
could learn a lot from these
drawings? Why?

SD: Not really, as there is plenty of
data and descriptions of the
camps. But as there were no
photographers in these places,
it probably helps visually to
fire-start the imagination.

KF: Why do you think artwork was
made in the camps? For example
as document, as remembrance, ds
hope, etc?

SD: Partly as documentation or
remembrance, but I think the
main motivation was as a form
of resistance and as a form of
defiance, as it meant the risk of
losing your life it found out.

KF: How accurately do these
primary drawings and paintings
demonstrate the living conditions
in the camps? How were they
different?

SD: They are as accurate as far as
the artist’s skill allows. In the
examples enclosed ' they are
quite factual and typical of
scenes seen daily. 1 happened
to find myself in ‘the little
camp’ in Buchenwald towards
the end of the war, in the
enclosed drawing by Auguste
Favier the scene is typical but
by 1945 they removed the
tables and put more bunks in
the block I was in. The camp
was extremely overcrowded as
they evacuated camps in the
East and brought them to
Buchenwald. In spite of the
overcrowding Buchenwald, in
comparison to the other

QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE
VALIDITY OF ART AS
DOCUMENTATION OF THE
HOLOCAUST

Sam Dresner

Sam came to England with the
Windermere group. As he was
suffering from tuberculosis, he
was taken from Windermere
to Westmorland Sanatorium
just a few days after his
arrival. He was subsequently
transferred to Ashford &
Quaremead sanatoriums where
he stayed till the early fifties.
He went to art school and now
lives in London as an artist
with his wife and family.

concentration camps, was to
me and my fellow prisoners like
a holiday.

KF: How much exaggeration do
you feel they contain? Or can
anything  applying to  the
Holocaust be seen as exaggerated?

SD: 1 have never yet seen primary
drawings of conditions in the
camps which were exaggerated.
If anything, they were limited
in what one can describe in a
drawing.

KF: Do you feel that art could help
bring the events that took place to
the forefront, and make the
Holocaust more accessible to the
younger generations? Or do you
feel there is a danger that artists
could exploit what happened in
order to draw attention to their
work?

SD: Art could definitely make
the Holocaust accessible to the
younger generations; at the
same time there will always be
artists who will exploit the
Holocaust to draw attention to
their work. As I know, there are
some now who banalize it
without being aware that they
are doing so.

KF: Do you feel that talking
about ‘art of the Holocaust’
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SD:

KF:

SD:

KF:

SD:

KF:

SD:

KF:

SD:

could be seen as trivialising
what happened? ‘

Art can never be trivialising,
Talk can be sometimes.

Do you think it is necessary to be
involved on both an intellectual
and an emotional level in order to
truly understand the extent of the
horror? Or do you feel that facts
in textbooks adequately explain
events?

Facts in textbooks don’t mean
very much unless one is
emotionally involved. One has
to have some kind of empathy
with the victims; to be able to
relate that this victim could
be you, your father, brother,
mother or sister. Otherwise the
date is meaningless.

Do you feel that due to their
ambiguity, secondary sources
could be seen as less informative
and true as primary sources? If
so, why? :

Secondary sources are defi-
nitely less informative and true
but they can have a stronger
impact on the imagination and
sensibilities than descriptive
primary sources, if the artist
succeeds in his expression of
his vision.

Have you seen either of the films
‘Schindler’s List’ or ‘Life is
Beautiful? If yes, do you feel that
these films dilute the narrative to
make the horror easier to bear? If
so, how great is the element of
truth?

I have seen ‘Schindler’s List’. 1
don’t feel that the narrative was
diluted to make the horror
easier to bear. It is more likely
that it was diluted to fit within
a certain time limit and have a
stronger impact.

Do you agree with Jean Amery
when she states ‘only those
who were sactificed to the Nazis’
logic of destruction can truly
understand its horrors’?

Not quite. I dont think
anybody can understand the
horrors. 1 have read a lot of
books on the Holocaust and
there is not a day that I don't
think about it, but I still don’t
understand.



