







































































the German army to retreat
from Poland and therefore were
compelled to take all prisoners
to a German concentration
camp located hundreds of miles
away. The jouiney to Germany
began with the ‘infamous’
DEATH MARCH: any sign from
the prisoners of inability to
walk would give the SS guards
cause to murder the individual
immediately - and there was a
continuous line of dead bodies
each side of the road.

Food rations were scarce,
our clothes were thin and with
the severe frost (minus 23-30°)
it was a miracle that a few
hundred people survived the
journey out of so many
thousands. The Death March
ended over the German border
where an open-truck train was
waiting to take us to
Buchenwald. Due to damaged
railway lines, the train was
forced to make several detours
and therefore we were many
1 protected
myself from the cold by using
dead bodies for cover.

The conditions here were
much worse than the last camp.
The barracks held over 1,000
men, with up to 60 forced to
sleep on a bunk normally
for 20. Because of these
conditions, the extreme cold

days travelling.

and the inhuman- sanitary
facilities, people were dying in
hundreds and bodies were
heaped in mounds outside the
barracks every day.

Roll call took place at 4.00
or 5.00am each day. This
involved standing for about 2
hours in the. freezing cold
(which was normal procedure)
before the head count was
conducted. Then all of us were
counted several times over, in
order to ensure accuracy of
inmate totals.  Afterwards,
selection took place for work to
clear the bomb debris in the
nearby town of Weimar, where
we worked with our bare hands
from dawn to dusk.

After one month we were
transported to Bisingen where
the atrocious living and
working  conditions  were
beyond human imagination!
Every day there was a two mile
march to the oil mines. Our

thin prison uniforms made

it impossible to stand in mud

up to thigh level carrying
extremely heavy metal pipes
(normally the workload
performed by a crane!). These
were taken to where oil was
being extracted from rock by a
process of heating. However,
due to the intolerably heavy
workload, there were daily
slave-labour replacements to
take account of the numbers of
death losses:

The last camp that I was sent
to was Dachau, where the
Germans concentrated us for
their final solution - mass
extermination.

Around April/May time,
German authorities became
aware that American forces
were advancing into Germany
to take control. It was in their
interest, therefore, to destroy all
of the evidence of “genocide’.
They deployed the last train
from Dachau to take the
bulk quantity (of many
thousands)  of  prisoners
destined for execution, into the
Tirol mountains.
sited a huge machine - a
mechanical means of disposing

Here was

bodies and the remains of
which were dropped into a lake
in the mountains. While we
were still on the train, we
observed the German surrender
and miraculously the
Americans liberated us from the
‘clutches’” of murder.

We were taken to an
American liberation camp in
Feldafing in Bavaria where a
‘de-licing’ process took place,
clean clothes were distributed
and nourishing food was in
plentiful supply. The American
authority helped us settle into
ordinary civilised living, and
everybody began to seek their
roots - searching for family or

- friend conmections by various

means of communications.

From the American Zone I
travelled to the British Zone
and registered for American
emigration in order to be with
the rest of my mother’s family.
However, due to limited
transportation, I was sent to
London (on a temporary basis)
and still live here with my own
family today.
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ARTHUR SZYK was born on
June 3 1894 in Lodz, Poland.
Between 1909 - 1913 he studied
art in Paris and Krakow. In
1914 he visited Palestine on a
scholarship to paint and
became a lifelong Zionist. In
1919/1920,he served in the
Polish army as an officer in the
war against the Bolsheviks.

In 1926 Szyk began his 2'/>
year project, illuminating the
45-page ‘Statute of Kalisz’, the
13th century Bill of Rights for
the Jews of Poland, or Jewish
Magna Charta’. For this the
Polish Government awarded
him the Golden Cross of Merit.
Kalisz was one of the oldest
Jewish settlements in Poland.
In 1264 the Kehillah received
one of the first charters granted
in Poland from Grand Duke
Boleslav the Pious. It was
confirmed by King Casimir the
Great in 1334, and by King
Casimir the Jagellon in 1447
and 1467. This work is now in
the Jewish Museum in New
York City.

In 1932 Szyk toured Poland
with an exhibition of his works
sponsored by the Polish
Foreign Minister Zalewski but
at a lower level one director of

the Arts Department said the
Jews should have no place in
the artistic life of Poland.

In 1933 there was an exhibi-
tion in London of his work at
the International Art Gallery, 33
St James’s Street. It included
123 examples in all. ~ The art
critics of ‘The Times’, ‘Daily
Mail’ and Jewish Chronicle’
were enthusiastic. In “The
Times of June 1st 1933, their
critic referred to the works as
“highly accomplished crafts-
manship. The artist shows
great fertility of invention as
well as remarkable powers of
execution. His works derive
from the early Renaissance
rather than the Gothic tradition
of illumination with the fully
realised pictorial composition
taking the leading place.”

In Poland he did a series
of miniatures relating to the
history of the .- American
Revolution which President
Moscicki sent to President
Roosevelt.  These are now
among the prized possessions
of the ED. Roosevelt Library in
Hyde Park, USA.

Szyk’s most famous work is
perhaps  his  ‘Haggadah’.
Produced in 1937, it was

modernising, liberating force.
That was clearer to me than it
had been before. It also became
clearer to me that before that all
successful revolutions of this
kind - I do not mean the impo-
sition by military means in
advanced states, like Czecho-
slovakia - but where they have
actually  happened,  they
happened in peasant societies.
When the revolutions of
pre-bourgeois societies happen,
they sow the seed of their
own backwardness. They per-
petuated the gap between
themselves and bourgeois
societies. Of course, there is
always an initial burst of
modernisation, when the
newly-installed regimes, trying
to catch up with capitalism,
often quite successfully achieve
what may elsewhere be brought
about by capitalism: the
creation of an industrial
structure, universal literacy, the
establishment of medical
services. But once that had
been done, the rulers of these
revolutionary states did not
know where to go next. Their

only idea was to manufacture
more steel, to put up more
prefabricated council flats and
have bigger collective farms.
This is a recipe for disenfran-
chising the individual and for
the disintegration of civil soci-
ety, which depends on a legal

system that protects privacy,

encourages autonomous associ-
ational life and tolerates a
plurality of life-styles and
career plans.

What can we learn from this
brief retrospect of a century?
Instead of offering you my own
words, let me end by quoting
from two writers who have, in
my view, best plumbed the
mystery and the tragedy of our
age. The first is Primo Levi,

“It is... necessary to be

suspicious of those who

seek to convince us with
means other than reason,
and of charismatic leaders;
we must be cautious about
delegating to others our
judgment and our will.

Since it is difficult to distin-

guish true prophets from

false, it is as well to regard

all prophets with suspicion.
It is better to renounce
revealed truths, even if they
exalt us with their splen-
dour or if we find them
convenient because we can
acquire them gratis. It is
better to content oneself
with more modest and less
exciting truths, those one
acquires painfully, little by
little and without shortcuts,
with study, discussion and
reasoning, those that can be
verified and demonstrated.”
The passage comes from If
This is a Man, surely the most
truthful book to have been
written about the heart of
darkness that is the middle
decades of our century. My
second author is Albert Camus.
The Plague, published in 1947,
is at one level a moving account
of a plague outbreak in a North
African town, but at another -
considering who wrote it and
when - an obvious allegory of
the agonies France and Europe
had just gone through. The
hero and narrator, Doctor
Rieux, setting down an account

of the epidemic as the survivors

are celebrating their liberation

from it, reflects that
“The tale he had to tell
could not be one of a final
victory. It could only be the
record of what had to be
done, and what would
assuredly have to be dome
again in the never-ending
fight against terror and its
relentless onslaughts... He
knew what the jubilant
crowds did not know
but could have learnt
from books that the plague
bacillus never dies or
disappears for good; that it
can lie dormant for years
and years in furniture and
linen chests; that it bides its
time in bedrooms, cellars,
trunks and bookshelves; and
that perhaps the day would
come when, for the bane
and enlightening of men, it
roused up its rats again and
sent them forth to die in a

happy city.”

Ladies and gentlemen, I thank
you for your attention.

!
|
|

supporting JNF in his legacy,

2 V"

Freephone 0800 358 3587

(Figures based on average estate value administered by KKL. Name and identifying details have been changed to protect confidentiality)
A subsidiary of the JNF Charitable Trust (Reg. No. 225910)

Michael Sturtzer saved £21,000

When Michael Sturtzer from Hertfordshire decided it was time to make a Will, he came
to KKL Executor & Trustee Company. He wrote to us afterwards to say how impressed
he was with the expert legal advice he received and with the fact that, since he was
the service was free of charge.

Michael’s estate will save £21,000 in legal fees alone through KKL acting as Executor.
Michael also avoided expensive mistakes and made sure that his family, friends and
favourite charities, rather than the tax man, benefitted from his Will.

Call me, Harvey Bratt, for a free booklet about making or changing your Will or to
arrange a free meeting.

Kl

EXECUTOR & TRUSTEE
COMPANY LIMITED
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Esther is the sister of Perec Zylberberg.

She was

liberated in Belsen and then sent to Sweden. She joined
Perec in England in 1947. She has written and talked
eloquently about her experiences.

n the morning of

December 10th I found

myself in New York both
excited and quite nervous as
ahead of me lay the daunting
prospect of speaking to a large
audience at the United Nations
that very afternoon.

The occasion was the 50th
anniversary (to the day) of the
Universal  Declaration  of
Human Rights. The initiative of
marking this special day at the
very  place  where the
Declaration was affirmed, came
from Vanessa Redgrave, the
well known actress, on behalf of
International Artists against
Racism.

My  involvement  with
Vanessa Redgrave dates back to
the summer of 1993; a time
when the National Front was
getting far too much media

attention and a war of ethnic

cleansing raged in Yugoslavia. I
was quite busy then with public
speaking, mostly on an Anti
Nazi League platform as they
were the most outspoken
organised group against the
National Front at that time.

The actress Miriam Karlin
was quite involved with the
Anti-Nazi League and, when
asked by Vanessa if she knew a
survivor speaker, she put her in
touch with me.

So I got to know Vanessa
Redgrave, who I found to be a
charming, unaffected and easy-
going person. She was then in
the midst of organising a special
event in Manchester in aid of
UNICEF Emergency Appeal for
children of former Yugoslavia.
Many well known personalities
from the ‘acting profession,
among them Daniel Day Lewis,
Corin  Redgrave, Anthony
Andrews, Robbie Coltraine, as
well as artists from Sarajevo,
gave their services free. 1 was

invited to speak about my expe-
riences of life in the Ghetto and
concentration camps and read a
Yiddish poem relevant to the
occasion.  The -theatre was
packed to capacity, the atmos-
phere electric. Three Rabbis
and other religious leaders also
spoke on behalf of their
communities. Vanessa Redgrave
chaired the day  Altogether
it was a most meaningful
experience.

On and off since then I have
kept in touch with Vanessa and
sometimes participated in
events she organised.

Way back in January 1998
she told me of her plan to
organise the special 50th
anniversary event at the UN
and invited me to take part.
Although a bit apprehensive at
first, 1 am very grateful for
having been asked. For me it
was an unforgettable and
moving experience and, I think,
the events of the day have made
quite an impact on the 750
strong audience, among them
many ambassadors to the UN
from different countries. Focus
of the day was the Worldwide
Right to Asylum.

Being there afforded me the
opportunity of meeting many
interesting people and, more
importantly, listening to people
like Mary Robinson, UN High
Commissioner for Human
Rights, and Yevgeny Yevtus-
henko, the famous Russian
poet, author of Babi Yar.
Vanessa Redgrave is ' an
incredible woman who is
concerned and deeply cates
about injustice in our society. 1
know that she does all in her
power to come to the aid in
many different ways to those in
need. Long may she continue
in good health to carry on in
her important work.

asked, "What is all this about?’
and what I was told did not
mean anything to me. It is as if
my life and the events that I
heard and saw were happening
on different planets, as if “out
there’ there was a world that
was mysterious, incomprehen-
sible and, at times, exciting, but
I myself was enclosed in a
world bounded by my building
bricks, my train set or, at the
most, by the little park by the
Danube where 1 exercised first
my tricycle, then my sister’s
pram and then my scooter and
where one day in 1938 the
benches bore stencilled signs
that said "For Aryans only’, but
I don't think we took much
notice. A very eminent social
scientist has pointed out that
children observe but do not
necessarily connect. Children
in my experience are highly
observant. They swap observa-
tions for the obvious reason
that everything is new to them,
whereas the older we get, the
more blasC we get. That, 1
think, is the reason why I still
have clear recollections of these
disconnected events.

Well, when did I begin to
make sense of what I had
seen as a child? My learned
colleague, Fritz Stern, for many
years Professor of History
at Columbia University, has
written that his political educa-
tion began on January 30th
1933, when he was not yet
quite seven years old. Another
colleague of mine, now in
America, Peter Gay of Yale
University, in a recently
published book “My German
Question”, which 1 do recom-
mend to all of you and which
relates his life in the first five
years that he spent in Nazi
Germany, tells a different story.
It is a record of organised
escapism. He took to collecting
stamps, he became keen on
sports and athletics and his
hero was, of course, Jesse
Owens. He also, and this I
suppose is the final resort for a
truly alienated youth, became
an Arsenal supporter.

My political education
began - I know the exact date -
on March 12th 1938, the day of
the Anschluss. It began when
my parents explained to me
that from now on easy times

were over.. 1 had to be careful
of what 1 said and to whom 1

said it, that T could trust -

nobody, neither neighbours,
nor strangers, neither fellow
students nor teachers. Not
because they were necessarily
enemies, but because at this
stage it was impossible to know
who was and who was not,
because it was safest to assume
that anybody -was an enemy,
unless proved to be otherwise.
In other words, 1 noticed that
for the time being my child-
hood was over. In order to
survive, 1 had to behave like an
adult.

I lived under Nazi rule for a
little under a year, but managed
to leave Austria with my family
just before the outbreak of the
war - a more fortunate way of
escaping from the Third Reich
than many of those in this room
experienced. I still remember
the enormous feeling of relief as
the train in which we travelled
crossed the frontier from
Germany into the Netherlands
and Dutch passport officers
entered our compartment. I felt
that, for the moment at least,
my world was once more safe.
It was, truly, a liberation.

And so I arrived in England,
not knowing a word of the
language, never having heard of
the expression culture shock’,
but 1 certainly experienced
new sights, new impressions;
double-decker buses, black
taxis, red phone boxes, red
pillar boxes but, perhaps most
curious of all, the uneven York
stone paving slabs that are
characteristic of the side streets
of NW6. But there was an even
more impressive change. It was
clear from that moment
onwards that I no longer had to
watch what I said, or to whom 1
said it; that it was no longer
necessary to assume that any
stranger or neighbour, any
fellow pupil or teacher, was an
enemy but, on the contrary, it

was once more safe to assume -

that anybody not proved to be
an enemy was a friend. So.Iwas
once more able to revert to
being a child. Of course my
political education continued
and became more intense with
the outbreak of the war.
Initially, the war for me was, I
suppose, as for any male

teenager - a picture show. It
was exciting. There were dog
fights overhead. = There were
newsreels of sea battles, of sub-
marines and aircraft carriers.
There were multi-coloured
maps with flags on pins that
one could move backwards and
forwards. Newspapers and the
radio gave daily information of
the fortunes of the war.

These events for the
moment took my mind off my
more personal concerns. The
first lesson that I had learnt on
arriving, the first lesson to be
drawn from my experience, that
1 could once more go about in a
carefree way, not to be careful
what I said to them. Only those
who have lived in a police state
can know what it is like not to
live in one. But let me return to
the war, which affecied me in
two important ways.

For all that I regarded the
war as an exciting occurrence,
for all that my father had served
in the Austro-Hungarian army
during the First World War
with distinction, for all this, I
had grown up in an atmos-
phere, in a family ideology
which, while mnot exactly
pacifist, assumed that to resort
to violence, and to attempt to
resolve disputes in this way, was
uncivilised. This proposition
presented me with a moral
challenge. How could one both
disapprove of violence and yet
relish following the course of
the war? The lesson I learned
from that is that for all kinds of
reasons which became clear to
me only later, T could not be a
pacifist, that I could not accept
the proposition that to engage
in war was the absolute evil
greater than any others, that, on
the contrary, the world was not
an ideal place divided into
absolute good and absolute bad,
but rather into shades of grey;
that for most of the time the
moral choices one needs to
make are between lesser and
greater evils, that, under certain
circumstances, to resort to war
meant averting an even greater
evil. ,

Although we had friends
who were pacifists and
although pacifist. propaganda
and pacifist newspapers were
freely available during the war,
found myself encouraged when

one day I did what T did on
most days on the way home
from school, namely, to call in
at the public library, which was
my first university. . There I read
an article by George Orwell in
which he asked the inconve-
nient question whether to be a
pacifist in the circumstances in
the Second World War was not
to amount to being objectively
on the side of fascism. 1 was
reminded of this again when
Michael Tippett died not long
ago, and when most of the
obituaries praised him for his
moral courage, his willingness
to face imprisonment in order
to stay true to his principles
as a Conscientious Objector.
And I am all for sticking to
principles, but I also have to
revert to the question that I first
asked myself in the early 1940s
- “Suppose more people had
thought and acted like him,
would this have resulted in less
killing or in more?”

That was the first question.
The second was even more
disturbing. My immediate
family had managed to come to
England, others to the United
States, to South America and, in
one or two cases to Palestine.
The older generation - grand-
parents, great aunts, great
uncles - had not managed to do
so. -~ They were too old, too
unadaptable. Some of them
died natural deaths, natural
deaths which were no doubt
accelerated by the stresses
under which they were living.
Others were deported to the
ghettoes of Poland. . I remember
in particular a favourite
great-aunt of mine with whom
we were able, thanks to the
International Red "Cross," to
carry on a correspondence.
Every two months one could
send a message of 25 words
handed in at a Red Cross Office
and a few months later one
would get a reply of 25 words.
This was reassuring to the
extent that it was proof that the
much loved relative was still
alive.  On September 4th 1942,
I sent off a message, wishing my
aunt many happy returns. The
reply form came = back,
datemarked 12th February
1943, with a blue stamp from
the Polish Red Cross to tell me
that the letter  could. not. be
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David’s story continued

By David Borgenicht

David has lived in the USA for nearly fifty years and has
only recently renewed contact with us. We are delighted
to share his reminiscences about his stay in England.

David Borgenicht
2500 Parkview Drive
Apt 418

Hallandale, F1. 33009

February 11, 1998

1 atrived in England from
Theresienstadt with the first
group of 300 to come to
Windermere in August of 1945.
From there I was assigned to
Bedford with 25 friends; a
friendship  nourished . in
Therensienstadt during the 3
months under Dr Groak’s
supervision, while waiting for
our trip to England. The lady
in. charge, who awaited our
arrival, was in for a disappoint-
ment. . She was in charge in
1939 of a group of girls who
were obedient and did what was
asked of them; such as washing
dishes after dinner. But our
boys would have none of it;
they wanted to have a good
time. The Jewish Refugee
Comumnittee sent a teacher for us
to learn English and maths.
There were only 2 students in
attendance; at 17, 1 was the
older of the two. The teacher
and members of the Kibbutz
nearby (who were looking to
our boys to settle in Palestine)
came to the for help. In as
much as it was necessary to
conform with the rules, I agreed
to try my hand-at it, if some
favourable conditions were
met.

We had a ping-pong table,
without net, paddles and balls.
There was no writing paper,
envelopes or stamps for the
boys to keep in touch with their
friends in other youth hostels. 1
suggested ' that ‘money  be
provided for me to take the bus
into town and buy all the
necessary supplies mentioned
above. ‘ Then came the largest
task of all. To get the boys to
wash and dry the dishes. I
divided the work, for 2 boys to
do it and then be free until their
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next turn came around again.
Many nights some had different
plans, so I had to substitute. 1
wonder how many of the boys
still remember me from those
days.

When the O.R.T. school
opened in London, I moved to
93 Stamford Hill. My major
objective was to become an
electrician. I used to follow my
uncle, watching him doing
electrical work in the homes
and hotels of Krynica Zdréj; the
city where I was born and lived
until the Fall of 1938, but, I was
told, before 1 can reach
my objective, I have to attend
training for other trades. I took
up Radio, Toolmaking and then
Welding. I did well in welding,
but when I started on electrical
welding I ran into problems.
My teacher was very happy
with the progress 1 was making
as a welder but, at the end of
the day, I did not feel well.

I was sent to a hospital for
X-rays. The physician
explained that when I suffered
from pleurisy in Biezan6v
(Yulag #2 near Cracow), I never
fully recovered. It was due
to lack of food and rest. He
suggested that I should resign
myself to spend the next 9
months at the Grosvenor
Sanotorium in Ashford, Kent,
for proper nutrition and rest. 1
protested to the doctor, sayirng:
“How can I afford to lose 9
months after all the time I
already lost between 1939 and
1945? His practical reply: “You
are 18 years old, you have
another 50 years to live. Thisis
600 months. What is 9 months
out of 600 months for you to
fully récover?” 1 followed his
advice;' I spent the time resting,
weaving my own sweater and
making doilies. From there, 1
returned to London, this time
to 833 Finchley Road. During
the years of 1948 and 1949, I
was voted in as Treasurer there.
1 worked together with Moishe

- he was the spiritual leader.
When the boys complained to
me about the meals, 1 had a
meeting with the cook and
provided her with a menu for
the week.

As T read the Journal from
cover to cover, I recognise the
names and many of the faces. 1
take pride in many of their
accomplishments.

In 1949, on the 26th
December, 1 arrived in New

York, together with Jack
Krovicky, on the “Queen
Elizabeth 1.

I missed out by not keeping
in touch with my friends in
England for the next 42 years.
In 1993, I came to London for
the reunion at the Hilton Hotel
in May. I hope someday to do
it again. In the meantime, I
keep in touch through the
Journal.

On March 4th, I am
reaching my 71st birthday.
Instead of feeling that I am
getting old, 1 count my
blessings for getting there. 1
have no major ailments to keep
me from my many activities. 1
still do some electrical work,
am very active in our condo-
minium complex and find time
for volunteer work. My biggest
project in this respect is The
Holocaust Docuimentation
Center.

In Florida a law has been
passed that students have to
learn about the Holocaust. We
have between 300 and 500
students, meeting in a college
or center, with 9 students and 1
survivor and 1 facilitator
(usually an American volun-
teer) at a table. I am supposed
to appear once a month but,
due to the shortage and ill
health of some survivors, they
call on me very often.

1 spoke on the 9th of
February. Today is only the
11th; I have already been asked
to appear on February 18th,
March 10, 18, 24. 1 never
refuse. I also speak as an indi-
vidual, to about 30 or 40
elementary 6th graders, a few
times per year.

1 always wondered what
happened to Dr Groak? 1 was
happy to read about him in the
Journa]. ,

On June 8th, my wife Rose
and I will celebrate our 47th
Anniversary, looking forward to
our 50th - Golden Anniversary.

ceuticals. At the same time,
Buncel has become increasingly
involved in international activi-
ties, notably in developing
countries. He is currently the
Director of a CIDA-funded
project for the establishment of
a Centre of "Agrochemical
Technology at the University of
Agriculture  in = Makurdi,
Nigeria. Furthermore, as the
Canadian’ representative on
IUPAC-CHEMRAWN  (Che-
mical Research Applied to
World Needs), he is the
Co-Chair of a forthcoming
CHEMRAWN world conference
on “Chemistry in the Service of
Sustainable Agriculture and a
Healthy Environment in Africa
and the Developing World.”
After being appointed Professor
Emeritus, his research has
continued “as usual,” with
continuing generous support
by NSERC and an active
research group in the lab.
These various activities are
keeping Erwin busy, though he
maintaifis that he misses
teaching undergraduates, from
whom much of his inspiration
was derived. Erwin Buncel
continues to feel the same pull
of chemistry that he felt upon
entering university and looks
forward to the continuing
challenges that the world of
science holds.

P Kazmaier

OLDEN

WEDDING

By Gloria Wilder

As you will gather from the article, Gloria is Krulik’s wife.
She has long been a staunch supporter of our Society and
helps willingly whenever the need arises.

e were delighted when

we received an invita-

tion from our dear
friends Fay and Moniek, to
celebrate with them their
grand-daughter’s Batmitzvah
and their Golden Wedding.

On our arrival in Miami, Fay
and Monick were at the airport
to meet us. We were all very
excited and in the car, among
other things, they told us about
some of the American “Boys”
who would be at the Simcha.
We knew all of them. Moniek
then told us about two of “The
Boys” who would be there.

One of “The Boys” was Sam
Hilton (Holtzkener), who now
lives in Arizona and who was
with Krulik in the Cardross
Hostel and had not seen him for
52 years. He had lost contact
with everyone for all those
The story of how he

years.

re-established contact with
“The Boys” is told by him in an
article printed in our 1998
Journal.

The other “Boy” was Abe
Singer (Shulsinger), who had
another story to tell. Ruth
Singer (his wife) discovered
“The Boys” when a lady
came into their jewellery store
and, in conversation, it turned
out that the customer was
Harry Olmer’s niece. One word
led to another and that led to
Moniek Goldberg!!!

These two stories connected
to Moniek who, when he asked
“Who of "The Boys’ do you
remember?”, both mentioned
Krulik’s name. When Moniek
told Sam and Abe that
Krulik planned to be at the
Simcha, he promptly and
without hesitation invited both
of them and their wives to the
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Simcha in Florida.

Back to the Simcha.... On
the Shabbat we all went to Shul.
Rachel performed beautifully
and Moniek conducted the ser-
vice in excellent manner. They
made a wonderful “knife-and-
fork” sit down Kiddish after-
wards and in the evening a
function at which 200-300
people, including 42 of “The
Boys” and their wives, were
present.

We came . from around the
globe - Israel, Canada and
points across the USA. The
English were very well repre-
sented by Gloria, Krulik;
Evelyn and Aron; Ida and Mick;
Doreen and Harry. We all had a
splendid time and didn’t want
the day to finish.

Our host and hostess made a
brunch the next day for family
and all the visitors from “out-
of-town” and abroad. 1 cant
describe the atmosphere, but it
was wonderful. At one stage,
Krulik - who some of you know
is a keen video producer - set
up his camera. This resulted in
a spontaneous response from
many of “The Boys” and their
wives. - The speakers included
Sam Hilton, Howard Chandler,
Jack Rubinfeld, Rita Singer, Josi
Ribo from Israel, Lucille
Breitburg from New York and
Moniek and Fay’s cousin’s Hus-
band, who spoke so movingly
about “The Boys”. There wasn’t
a dry eye in the house, and not
forgetting David Goldberg, as
well as Fay and Moniek.

Krulik started the ball
rolling by saying “This week-
end confirms my belief that our
Society is unique - it thrives
because of our love and respect
for one another.”

Sam Hilton was over-
whelmed by the occasion. He
became very emotional when
he met Manny Preter and dis-
covered Manny had been with
him and his father in Skarzysko
Labour Camp and remembered
them well.

The vote of thanks to
Moniek * and Fay - stressed
that their hospitality was
all-embracing and their recog-
nition of the need to accommo-
date a reunion between any of
“The Boys” absolutely embod-
ies the spirit of the ‘45 Aid
Society and the feeling of frater-
nity that exists within it.
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BEIT LOAMMEI HAGHETAOT

Paul Oppenheimer

Paul came to England in 1945. -He had survived two years in Westerbork and Bergen-
Belsen with his younger brother, Rudi, and sister Eve. Both their parents died in Bergen-
Belsen - their four grandparents were killed in Sobibor. His memoirs “From Belsen to
Buckingham Palace” were published by Beth Shalom. He was awarded the MBE for ser-
vices to industry. He joined our Society in recent years.

ich was the first
Holocaust Museum in
the world? No, it was
not Yad Vashem in Jerusalem,
created in 1953. It was Beit
Lohamei Haghetaot, the Ghetto
Fighters’ House, also in Israel,
but sorne 100 miles north of Tel
Aviv and Jerusalem. Beit
Lohamei was founded in 1949
and this April marks its 50th
anniversary.

Few people seem to have
heard of Beit Lohamei and even
fewer have been there; which is
a great shame, because it is an
exceptional experience and a

beautiful site.

It reminds me of another
Holocaust Museum, which is
also some 100 miles north of a
metropolis, and which, similar-
ly, has not enjoyed as much
interest, visitors and support
that it deserves...

Beit Lohamei is one of the
world’s foremost museums and
documentation centres on the
Holocaust and Jewish resis-
tance. It was conceived by a
small group of Holocaust sur-
vivors, among them ghetto
fighters and partisans, from the
Kibbutz Lohamei Haghetaot,

for
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who dedicated the remainder of
their lives to the memory of
Jewish resistance and the
tragedy of the Holocaust.

Beit Lohamei is situated
along the main Israeli coastal
road, between Akko (Acre) and
Nahariya, overlooking the
Mediterranean Sea and on the
way to Rosh Hanikra at the
Lebanese border. There is a vil-
lage for Ethiopian Jews just
across the road.

The main museum looks
like the Knesset (Israel
Parliament) and there is also an
ancient aqueduct and an open-
air amphitheatre, which attracts
15,000 visitors for the annual
Holocaust Remembrance Day
ceremony.

The work of Beit Lohamei
covers commemoration of the
Holocaust, education of the
coming generations, historical
documentation and academic
research.

The main museum is on
four floors, presenting:-

- Jewish life in Europe

before the war

- The period of the

Holocaust

- Jewish resistance

during the Holocaust.

There are numerous perma-
nent exhibitions to illustrate
the above subjects and some
additional temporary exhibi-
tions of paintings and other art
work by Holocaust survivors.
In fact, there is so much to see,
that 1 found it difficult to follow
any predetermined route and I
don’t believe ‘that I saw every-
thing - and I did not have time
to visit the archives where 1 had
hoped to find lists of names of
our family.

I found the “Jewish Youth
before the Holocaust” section
most fascinating; it showed the

development of the various
European  Jewish  Youth
Movements between the two
world wars (lots of names of
clubs and societies that 1 had
heard of, but was too young to
join), their influence as Zionist
pioneers in the making of Eretz
Israel and their leading role in
the underground during the
Nazi occupation; there is also
an accompanying audio-visual
presentation.

“The  Warsaw  Ghetto
Uprising” was probably the
most impressive section; life in
the Jewish community of
Warsaw, prior to and during the
watr, up to the deportation of all
the Jews from the ghetto to the
death camps.

Not surprisingly, special
emphasis is placed on the upris-
ing of April 1943; this exhibi-
tion is accompanied by a dra-
matic 24-minute audio-visual
presentation.

Three years ago, a new cir-
cular building was added to the
site: “Yad Layeled”, the
Children’s Edu-Museum, tells
the story of the Jewish Child
during the Holocaust.

The building comprises a
three-storey white central cone,
encircled by a descending lane
without any apparent end. The
beautiful stained-glass windows
were designed by Roman
Halter, an architect and
Holocaust survivor living in
London.

Through three-dimensional
scenography, the exhibition
recounts the life and fate of the
Jewish  child during the
Holocaust. There is a special
area  “Korczak and  the
Children” which offers an inter-
active setting for children wdm
adults to meet and learn about
Janusz Korczak - doctor, writer
and educator.

Beit Lohamei claims to wel-
come 120,000 visitors a year,
but there were very few during
our visit.

For anyone who has not yet
visited Beit Lohamei Haghetaot,
I can thoroughly recommend a
day’s outing during your next
visit to Israel; we spent 3 or 4
hours there and it was not
enough. “

s a Holocaust survivor

who has lived in

this country since 1945, 1
have had the opportunity of
observing hundreds of my
friends who came with me to
England after the war.

During the first few years,
although ~on the surface
we seemed a cheerful and
boisterous group, many of us, if
not all, suffered from recurring
nightmares, which lasted for
some one year and for others
much longer.

For some twenty years we
did not discuss the Holocaust
or our life in Poland before the
war, as if we were trying to
erase such thoughts from our
memory; but after two to three
decades most of us became very
active. Many spoke to school-
children or became involved in
Holocaust exhibitions, or wrote
of their wartime experiences.
Many visited Poland for the
first time since the war and
took part in commemorative
ceremonies.

It seems to me that a form of
catharsis was essential for us in
order to lead normal lives. My
observation is that those who
engaged in the various activities
connected with the Holocaust
purged themselves of their
deep-seated psychological fears
stemming from their earlier
experiences, whereas those
who tried to suppress their past
history still suffer.

Those who wrote about the
war, gave lectures, expressed
their emotions in art, and
revisited the camps, seem much
freer and more relaxed and less
afraid of their past than those
who try to suppress their fears.
Whatever applies to the
survivor also applies, to a much
lesser extent, to British Jews
and many of them for a long
time were almost completely
ignorant of the Holocaust and
were trying to blot out the sub-
ject from their consciousness.

This no longer happens and
the younger generations have a
much healthier attitude to the
subject. They want to know
and understand as much as
possible.  Non-Jewish people
who visit Poland, Germany and
the camps, benefit greatly from
that experience. They are being
immunised against racism and
ethnic cleansing.

A COMMENT ON THE
DISTORTION OF THE
HOLOCAUST

By Michael Etkind

Michael came to England with the Windermere group
and lived in Cardross hostel in Scotland. He is a poet of
high standing and was dubbed by our President, Martin
Gilbert, as the Society’s poet. He has been a frequent con-

tributor to our Journal.

In our multi-racial and ever-
moving society nothing can be
more important than some
understanding of what can
happen to humanity if it adopts
Hitler's Nazi philosophy. In
view of the hatred that still
exists against human beings of
different colour, ethnic and
religious background, or sexual
orientation, can there be
anything more important than
the teaching of the Holocaust to
all young people?

It is obvious that we know
more about the 20th century
than we do about the millennia
preceding it. Our knowledge of
the last one hundred years is
more detailed, more accurate,
and more profound than that of
any other period of time.

In spite of the fact that some
of the main characters such as
Hitler and Stalin tried to distort
the truth of what was going on,
in spite of the advances in
propaganda, our information
about that period of time is by
and large true and accurate. Yet
there are forces at work trying
to pervert the truth about
relatively recent events.

One example is the deniers
of the Holocaust. They do not
seem to be very successful at
the moment, but the question
remains whether they might
become more successful - in
the 21st century when the
eye-witnesses of those events
are gone.

The other problem is that
the religious authorities might
invent “miracles”, which would
undermine the credence of real
eye-witness evidence.

The following are two
stories which 1 and some other
survivors have heard.

A woman gives birth to a
boy in concentration camp.
She is walking with the baby in
her arms and passing an S.S.
officer notices that he has a
penknife in his pocket. She
asks the officer to give her the
knife.  The startled officer

obeys. The woman then
circumcises the boy and hands
him to the S.S. man with the
words “Now you may murder
him!”

The second “story” involves
a rabbi and a number of Jews
about to be shot. They stand
beside a deep trench ten metres
wide. The S.S. tells them that if
they manage to jump across the
trench their lives would be
spared. The rabbi jumps while
the group of people hang on to
his “capote” and seem to-fly:
across. The amazed S.S. man
cannot believe his eyes. “How
did you manage do that?” he
asks.

“We hung on to the rabbi’s
capote”, says one of the Jews,
“whilst he hung on to God!”

Such stories are an insult to
the memory of the victims of
the Holocaust. 1 dread:to think
what will happen when the
survivors have gone and there
is no-one to correct such
rubbish.  Such stories give
credence to the deniers of the
Holocaust.
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WORLD

OF
KOSHER
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toyed with the idea of going
home to Poland and Ukraine

for many years - but some:

how did not have the courage
to do so.

I'll tell you briefly about
myself - it will help to explain
my hesitation.

. I come from a little shtetl: -
SADOWA WISZNIA (which is

near Lvov). From September
1939 to June 1941 we were
under Russian occupation and
then under the Germans. In
October 1942, the Germans
made our town judenfrei - and
Jewish life was completely
destroyed.

My father was killed in
Janowska Camp, my mother in
Yrawor¢w - the rest of the
family were annihilated . in
Belzec. 1, the only survivor,
jumped from the train taking
me to Belzec - and somehow
survived.... In 1946 1 came to
England with Rabbi Schonfeld
children.

Poland and Ukraine were very
painful to visit. About two
years ago I read in the Jewish
Chronicle that the Hampstead
Garden Synagogue is twinned
with Lvov and they visited
the town and were planning
another visit - so I thought this
would be a good way to go
back. ‘T got in touch with them,
but the proposed visit did not
materialise, so I decided to go
by myself. But I want to
emphasise that without their
help (and especially Yole’s)
their kindness and advice, 1
could not have made it. They
also introduced me to Melech -
a leading figure in the
Jewish community in Lvov -
an exceptional man, who
dedicated his life to the
community there. I could write
a book about him, but I have
limited space. My gratitude to
this kind, helpful man is
immense. He found time (how-
ever busy he is) to meet me at
the Lvov Airport, introduced
me to his driver, who took me
to all the places I wanted to

‘visit. He even sent his secretary

to go with me to SADOWA
WISZNIA so that T did not
travel -on my own.

1 had three objectives in
making this pilgrimage: ,
1) -Iwanted to visit the town of

my childhood;

THE JOURNEY INTO MY

PAST - A PILGRIMAGE
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2) Iwanted to find some of the
people who helped me in
my survival;

3) 1 wanted to visit some of
the places of our destruc-
tion (Yaworo'w, Yanowska,
Belzec,
especially - Belzec, the
“forgotten  Death-camp”,
one of the cruellest
extermination camps where
about 600,000 to 800,000
Jewish people were killed
between March 1942 to
December 1942, and to see
what can be done there.

1) T did not recognise my
shtetl - it = changed
completely - but our
house is still there.

2) The Ukrainian woman
(my age) who gave my
mother -~ her  birth
certificate, which was
the basis of my new
identity and helped in
my survival - was still
alive and 1 was able to
thank her and help her
financially (Ukraine is
very, very poor).

3) The monument to the
destruction of Yaworo’s
Ghetto is in the middle
of a forest - the
Yawowsken camp is
now a government
prison, so you cannot
go inside. At the gate
there is a memorial
stone with an inscrip-
tion, and where the
Ghetto stood there is a
large monument -
sculpture - surrounded
by a garden.

My visit to Belzec left
me numb. The Germans
erased the camp when
they stopped using it in
- December 1942 and
what they learned- there

Auschwitz) and .
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they = transferred to
Auschwitz. It is now a
very quiet, peaceful
place... planted trees
cover the area. There is
‘a gate and a small
monument. There are
some bunkers which are
supposed to be over the
mass graves. It is very
green now - very still -
a holy place. After
visiting Auschwitz,
which has now become
a very busy tourist
place, T would like to
leave Belzec as it is - a
holy place...

I know that it is
important = to  keep
Auschwitz and  its
museum and the other
places of our martyr-
dom open to the public
so that the world and
future generations
should remember what
has been done to us and
perhaps learn to prevent
it happening again, but
if T had any influence, 1
would like Belzec as it is
- a place to contemplate
in silence.

Yes, it should be
documented, its history
published, but let us
leave it undisturbed by

the tourist industry.

After Belzec, 1 went to
Krakow - a beautiful city. 1
spent some time in Kazimierz -
a well preserved old Jewish
town - where they have eight
synagogues and a small
cemetery. Only one - the
Rhemu Synagogue - is in use.
The “Staren Synagogue” is
converted into a . Jewish
museum, and the others are
being restored.

As 1 mentioned, 1 went to
Auschwitz. Krakow has also-an
active Jewish cultural centre in
Meiselsa Street, where 1 was
present when our own Felek
Scharf was being honoured and
presented = with a  book
published about him on. the
occasion of his 85th birthday.
He deserves all the honours and
praises bestowed on him.

From Krakow, I travelled to
Warsaw and again [ searched
for the relics of the Jewish
Warsaw. | walked from the
Monument to the Warsaw
Ghetto  Uprising to the
“Umschlagplatz” from . where
300,000 Jews were deported to
their destruction. 1 walked
through the streets, now rebuilt
where only the old names
remain - streets like Stawki -
Zamenhof - Muranowska -
Mild... On the corner of these
streets, there are monuments
to the leaders of the Ghetto
uprising; names like David
Apfelbaum, Dawel Freukel,
Meir Majerowier, Mordechai
Akielewier, Asic  Wrluer,
Emanuel Ringelbaum, Korczak
and others. There is also on top
of the bunker at Mila Street a
monument to the leaders of the
uprising who committed sui-
cide at the end of the uprising.

The day before my return, I
went to the Nozyk Synagogue
(beautifully restored) where
they had a local boys
Barmitzvah. The = Lauder
Foundation is very active in
restoring some kind of Jewish
life in Warsaw (and in other
towns). The two young
American Rabbis were very
proud of the boy and in their
newly acquired Polish, praised
the boy - “a rescued soul.”

I looked on with mixed
feelings - on one hand it was
very sad to look at this small
pathetic gathering, There were
about 30 people - according to
them a large gathering, due to
the Bar-Mitzvah - when one
remembers what a vigorous,
lively and rich community cele-
brated before the war at this
Nezyk Synagogue... But on the
other, 1 felt elated, that after all
our tragedies and sufferings, we
are here - we are celebrating a
Bar-Mitzvah - we icontinue -
Hitler did not succeed - Will
there be a Jewish life in Poland?
Is there a future for us there? 1
don’t know.

s most of you know, I was

born in the Carpathian

mountains of Czechos-
lovakia. Our family was middle
class, our father was a tailor, but
by today’s American standards
we were very poor but happy.
Our area was annexed by
Hungary, then taken over by
Germany. As a young boy of
thirteen I had to run away from
home - hiding from village to
village - then to Budapest, the
capital of Hungary, where I had
it rough; they banished me
because 1 was not from there, so
I went home. )

First they took our three
older brothers to labour camps
and soon the rest of us were
arrested and thrown into the
ghetto. From there my parents,
the three younger brothers and
our sister were taken to
Auschwitz where our beloved
parents, all of our European
uncles, aunts and most of our
cousins were murdered.

All of us, as you all know,
endured hunger, beatings,
abuse, and diséases in the
several Auschwitz I, 11 & 1II
camps. 1 was on the death
march to Gleiwitz - from
there we were put on open
coal-carrying cars in January to
Buchenwald, where I finally
found and was liberated with
brothers Bill and Sam. After a
very slow recovery and as soon
as we could get going we were
taken to Praha, Czechoslovakia
- finding two more brothers
Ben and Bernie, and finally our
sister Rosalyn arrived - she was
liberated in Bergen-Belsen. We
found out that our brother Filip
was also alive. When we went
back for ‘our brother Filip’s
wedding, we were almost
trapped in Russia because they
annexed that area which is now
Ukrain.

First Rosalyn, then I, were
fortunate (as were most of us)
to be brought by the Central
British Fund to England. . 1
struggled with the English
language first on the outskirts
of Edinburgh, Scotland, and
then in Nelson, Lancashire,
where 1 worked in a knitting
mill and improved my other
skills,  especially  football
(soccer).  We were then taken
to London, England - my
brother Sam arrived from
Prague and was accommodated

SYNOPSIS OF
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The underlying feature of Alex’s life in the United States

is a combination of success and tragedy.

His energy,

dynamism and positive and forward-looking attitude are

an inspiration to others.

at the Shelter in London. The
camaraderie we enjoyed at
the Primrose Club was like a
miracle - I was most fortunate
to have developed good friends
in football, boxing, -dancing,
and other activities - 1 still
consider our boys and girls that
we got to associate with as my
best  friends and the nicest
people 1 have ever met.

After a few years in England,
our sister Rosalyn got her visa
and left for America where
three of our brothers joined her
from Czechoslovakia - soon
thereafter she got married and
moved to minv‘ PA.

On December 10, 1949, 1
boarded the Queen Mary for
America. Ileft our adored Mom
Ralph who had recovered from
brain surgery. I was sad to leave
my friends at the Primrose
Club, especially our fellow
survivors, and the Ralph family
who were exceptionally good to
us.

My start in America was
difficult, just like any refugee
(newcomer) - first working in a
knitting mill for $18 a week in
Ellwood City, PA, then going to
Chicago for better pay ($50 a
week) and to join my friend
from London, our fellow 45 Aid
boy, Jerry Hornstein. Soon
thereafter, when the Korean
War broke out, 1 spent two
years in the US Army where 1
learned a lot, got a high school
equivalency diploma, attended
college in the evenings, and had
a couple of jobs (I even taught
dancing). 1 met several of our
boys there. When I got out of
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the Army, 1 went back into the
housing business with my
brother, Bill, which we started
soon after I arrived in America.

Business and life in general
was rough at first but we
worked hard to somehow keep
the business going. In 1954,
after recovering from injuries,
Sam joined us from Israel where
he had gone from England
to help establish our Jewish
State. He fought and unfortu-
nately was badly injured during
liberation and fighting in the
Israeli Army. = After he got
well, fortunately he joined us in
the USA.

First we lived in the small
town of Ellwood City, PA,
where most of our uncles and
their families lived, then we
expanded into the State of
Ohio. First I moved to Girard,
OH, then Youngstown, OH,
where Sam moved in with me
and started working for us. We
worked hard, long hours and
seven days a week, struggling
for some time until we managed
to achieve business success.

Through our relentless hard
work, our business kept
improving, so naturally we
wanted to expand. In the
process I made a commitment
to hire and help as many of our
boys whom I befriended at the
Primrose Club in London. 1
hired Jack Rubenfeld who was
working as a butcher. After he
joined us he worked hard, so
obviously he did very well for
himself. 1 hired many of our
other boys, including Abe
Grabia (who is still with us),

Henry Golde, jack Monkacz
(may he rest in peace - he
recently passed away), Gene
Deutch and many with whom I
was in England. Subsequertly,
most went into business on
their own and have done well
for themselves. Some of them
are still in business or have
retired in good financial shape.

We are indeed very
fortunate. Six brothers (includ-
ing Sam, who was with us in
England and then went to fight
for our State of Israel), our
brother Fishi was trapped for
25 vyears in Russia (now
Ukraine), and who finally
joined us in America 20 years
ago, and our sister Rosalyn
Gross Haber, all live in America.

I am the youngest of the six
brothers and Rosalyn is the
youngest and best looking. of
those of the family who
survived. We are well and in
fairly good shape.

I have been most fortunate
to have achieved success in
business right from the start,
expanding into many states.

Luckily I found and married
my beloved wife, Linda. 1 had
twenty-five years of . joyous
married life with Linda,
who blessed me with three
wonderful daughters and a
good, handsome somn.
Unfortunately, we lost our ‘one
and only son at the age . of
fourteen in a farming accident
on our property when we were
in the process of moving to
Atlanta, GA, to develop a total
community on 2,500 acres of
land which we had bought. We
built sixteen lakes, a fine golf
course, single and multi-family
homes, office parks, shopping
centres and recreation facilities
with several soccer fields.
There are several thousand
families living on that property
now.

Linda (may she Rest in
Peace) and 1 visited England
especially for the reunions of
the 45 Aid Society where we
enjoyed the many successes -of
the Boys. After twenty-five
years of blissful and joyful
marriage, my beloved wife
became a victim of a rape
murder. I still miss her and my
son terribly. ‘But in spite of the
terrible traumas and loss, life
has to go on and I try to make
the best of each hour, each




